
County unemployment increases
The unemployment rate in HokeCounty went up a full percentagepoint in December, according tofigures released by the NorthCarolina Employment SecurityCommission (BSC).
In November, the rate for the

county rested at 10.3%, figuresshow, but in the last month of the
year, there was 11.3% of the laborforce unemployed.

"In December, you have tradi¬tional seasonal factors accountingfor much of the rate," BurnisGraham, ESC Manager for Hokeand Scotland said.
Holiday closings in December,

seasonal layoffs and "after
Christmas layoffs seem to account
for most of (the rise in the rate),"Graham said.
The state unemployment rate for

December was 7%, the release
says.

In December of 1983, the rate in
Hoke County was 10.1, figures
released a year ago say.

Last yeai , the state paid

$800,410 in unemployment
benefits to residents in Hoke
County, Graham said.

There were $203,546,894 paid
through December in the whole
state, he added.
Unemployment rates jumped

substantially in some counties sur¬
rounding Hoke.
Cumberland County reflects

7.6% of the civilian population
unemployed. That figure is upfrom 7.4% in November.
Cumberland reported the

smallest increase of all the sur¬
rounding counties, reports from
the state say.

Scotland County reports 9.7%
unemployment, up from 8.5%,
reports say.
Moore County, who had 7.7%

unemployed in November,
reported 8.2% in December.
Robeson stands at 14%, upfrom 13.3% the month before,

reports say.
The state Employment Security

Commission also reported last

month that according to the 1980
census North Carolina was found
to be the tenth most populated
state in the country.
As a result, the state will getunemployment reports directlyfrom the Bureau of Labor

Statistics in Washington, accor¬
ding to Graham.

Reports will now be more ac¬
curate because Washington con¬
ducts "much more extensive
surveys," said Graham.

Reports from the state say that
future unemployment reports will
not be comparable to anypreviously released statistics.

The economic cost of car¬
diovascular disease will amount to
an estimated $72.1 billion in 198S,
including physician and nursing
charges, hospital and nursing
home costs, medications and the
lost occupational output as a result
of disability, according to
American Heart Association
estimates.
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were to receive $730,000 in
economic development funds, and
an industry was interested in mov¬
ing into the county, the moneycould be loaned to the industry at
an interest rate set by the HokeCounty Commission.
When the industry becomes set¬

tled in the county and starts repay¬ing the loan, money that comes inis "unrestricted revenue," Cowan
said.
These economic development

ATTENTION
Hifch School
Students

A course entitled "Preparing
for the SAT and the PSAT"
will be offered in my home this
semester. Availability of
classes will be determined by
enrollment. Contact Gayle E.
Williamson at 875-5865 for.
more information. Enrollment
deadline is February 23.

funds can be applied for three
times per year, said Perry.
NRCD has also set aside

$420,000 to be dealt out in
development planning grants, ac¬
cording to Cowan.

There is also $2.1 million in
urgent need-contingency grantfunds, said the manager.
Even with all the different

catagones of grants, there appears
to be no NRCD money for the
restoration of the Hoke County
Courthouse, said Cowan.

Together, heart disease, stroke
and related disorders kill almost as
many Americans as all other
causes of death combined.
American Heart Association
statistics reveal.
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Living Faith Ministries
HWY 211, 3 MILES WEST RAEFORD
7 p.m. Sat., Feb. 18th

OPEN ADMISSION OFFERING WILL BE RECEIVED

DegintheNewYeor
Without LostYear's

Dills

By consolidating all the bills you owe
and arranging a loan for the amount to pay
them off, it's possible to reduce your
monthly payments 1/3 to 1/2 the amount
you're paying now. Plus, you'd have just
one convenient monthly payment at one
place instead of a mailbox full of bills
every month.

it's a good way to start the New Year.
Call on us today.

A BillConsolidationLoon
CouldDo It.
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236 EDENBOROUGH CENTER
RAEFORD, N.C.

875-4111


