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SOMERDALE ASST. FLAVORS

U.S.D.A. CHOICE BONELESS
FULL CUT

» 2°Round Steak . 1%
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...Farms face
economic woes

(Continued from page 4B)
single farmer to work more land.

Obvious changes such as more
powerful tractors and mechanical
milkers have allowed farmers 1o
spread their own labor over more
acres or more output. We may now
be entering an era in which infor-
mational advances will allow
farmers to spread their own
managerial talents even more
broadly.

Advances in education and other
human investments by farmers
have been as dramatic as the
technological revolution. This in-
crease in human capital has three
effects on farming,

First, it makes a farmer more
able to organize and manage a
larger operation. Second, it allows
a farmer to understand and use
more sophisticated techniques,
equipment and supplies.

Finally, the more educated
farmer has better opportunities off
the farm. This implies that farming
itself must be made relatively more
attractive to draw and retain
talented farmers.

In general, this means that the
farming operation will be larger to
generate larger net returns per
farmer.

The nonfarm economy has not
remained static during the decades
of change on the farm. Wage rates
off the farm have advanced, farm
hired labor wages have risen and,
as mentioned above, the incomes
of farmers themselves must com-
pete with comparable off-farm oc-
cupations.

A second nonfarm factor is the
increased access to off-farm part-
time jobs by farmers.

The dual job-holding takes two
basic forms. First, a “‘full-time"
farmer takes a part-time job off
the farm for a few weeks per year
or a few days per week; or second,
a full-time employee does *‘part-
time'" farming. In general, the off-
farm work phenomenon has allow-
ed for more variety in the size of
farms.

A final set of factors affecting
farm size and structure is govern-
ment policies. The effects of com-
modity programs have been broad
and diffuse, with little clear
evidence that they alone have made
farms bigger or smaller in general,

Most programs have no real bar-
riers to size and the benefits are
usually proportional to sales.

Tax policies are sometimes said
to favor larger farms, but more
careful analysis reveals a number
of conflicting effects, with the net
influence being either small or
unclear.

The one clear statement to be
made with respect to government
policies and farm size and struc-
ture is that claims that such
policies have unguestionably made
farms larger or smaller are
mistaken.
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PANSIES

Mixed Colors
Giant Swiss Mixed

25 Plants - *2.50

NATIONWIDE

The Number 1

Auto Insurer in.
Carolina

is Good People
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MNationwide, North Caro
lina's Numbaer 1 Auto
Ingurer, is on your side with
more than 500 Agents and
Ad|usters in North Carolina
1o make sure you get fast
sarvice when you need it
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