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EDITORIAL COMMENT.
better rural schools.

A good school is the best asset any rural com­
munity can own. The best place to educate, the 
cheapest place to educate, and the only place 
where it is possible for the masses to be educated, 
is at home—in the district school. To constantly 
raise the standard and improve the efficiency of 
the district school should be the purpose of every 
rural community. What it will cost to maintain 
a good school is a mere trifle compared with what 
it will cost a community not to maintain a pro- 
gre.ssive school. Commenting upon the decline of 
the country school in some localities Farm Jour­
nal says:

"It is an evil day for any rural commun­
ity when its district schools decline. They 
should be maintained at all cost, even though 
it be necessary to sacrifice a few battleships 
or the pay of a few major-generals in the 
army, for it is upon the ‘little red school- 
house’ that in the last analysis our whole po­
litical and social fabric rests. If some par­
ents persist in having childless homes, and 
the school population of a neighborhood is 
for any reason sparse, let the deficiency be 
remedied by the establishment of consolidat­
ed schools, to which the children may be con­
veyed at public charge. Far better this ex­
pense than a country neighborhood without 
proper school facilities, with the excuse to 
send children to town schools to be taught, 
among other things, a contempt for simple, 
wholesome, country ways.”

LOCAL TAXATION THE IDEAL PLAN.
Of all methods of increasing the efficiency of ru­

ral schools, none is, perhaps, quite as good as the 
local-taxation plan. While it is, first of all, the 
duty and the business of the State to educate, the 
present State tax fund is not sufficient to provide 
ample means to run a good school in each rural 
district, unless there should be inaugurated a 
campaign for such retrenchment and reform in 
North Carolina government, State and county, as 
would put it upon an economic business plane by 
avoiding unnecessary duplication of offices and 
eliminate needless expenditures, which any good 
business man or corporation would eliminate, if 
left to them as a business proposition. As there 
has been no campaign for this sort of reform, it 
can not be expected that anything will be accom­
plished soon in that field of action. The point we 
wish, to emphasize is that after every dollar 
available from the State funds has been appro­
priated, it still leaves the rural districts with only 
about half as much public school funds as are 
needed to run a creditable school; and hero is 
where local taxation gets in its splendid work, 
lender the law any school district may vote upon 
themselves a special tax not exceeding thirty 
cents on the hundred dollars’ worth of propetly

to supplement the public school fund appropriated 
by the county and State, to make the school of 
longer term and more efficient in its work.

^ S
lAJCATi SCHOOL TAX IS AN INVEST3IENT.
In his letter last week Prof. Wright is right in 

contending that if the proposition of a local tax 
lor the district school could always he advocated 
as investment rather than a tax, and the citizens 
of a community could he made to see it in that 
light, the idea wmuld gain favor much more rap­
idly. We can conceive of no investment that pays 
better dividends in form of better and more ef­
ficient farmers and citizens in a rural community, 
and in form of permanent enhanced community 
values of the landed assets of the community, than 
the local tax Investment which gives to the dis­
trict a creditable school. It makes the assets of 
that vicinity safe and lasting because it attracts 
good men’s attention and approval. Not only 
this, it prevents the moving away from the com­
munity the most progressive farmers in it, who 
would otherwise move to some other community 
to get advantages of what the home district failed 
to provide. Thousands of rural districts in North 
Carolina have lost their most progressive and suc­
cessful farmers, because these public-spirited, 
progressive men, after heroic and persistent ef­
fort, failed to line up enough of their neighbors to 
establish a good school at home, and they felt that 
they could not sacrifice their children longer, and 
acting upon the stern duty to educate them, they 
moved away to some locality that had a good 
school. The paramount question wTth every rural 
district is not what it will cost to make the local 
tax investment, hut v/hat will it cost not to make 
it!

ONTB-TEACHER SCHOOLS SHOULD GO.
There should be no more old, unproductive, 

out-of-date one-teacher schools in North Carolina. 
By local tax and by consolidation and by every 
other available method, the one-teacher cabin 
should he eliminated. The best teacher in the 
world can not conduct a successful one-teacher 
school which includes all grades from the young­
est to the oldest. It does not lie within the range 
of human possibility for one teacher to classify 
all grades and hear all recitations in such manner 
as to produce anything else but results that are 
disappointing. Viewed from the standpoint of re­
sults produced at least cost, the local tax would be 
a good economic investment, even if there should 
be no lengthening of the term, but merely the 
elimination of the one-teacher schools and the bet­
ter classification that increases efficiency a hun­
dred per cent, and prevents the useless waste of 
valuable time in the child’s life.

LOCAL TAX IS CO-OPERATIVE SELF-HELP.
Another strong feature in that provision of the 

school law which gives to every community the 
opportunity to make the local tax investment is 
that it provides an ideal way for co-operative self 
help. There are men who produce good argument 
that it w-ould be a -waste to pile down large 
amounts of money to a community that did not 
have enough of the progressive educational spirit 
to make an attempt to help itself. As we have 
previously remarked, the State and county has ap­
propriated to the limit of their available income 
to the districts. This leaves every district to 
prove the kind of stuff its folks are made of. If 
they want longer terms and better schools, the lo­
cal tax investment plan opens up an ideal way to 
get them through co-operative self-help. If you 
eliminate the principle of self-help from the fields 
of human endeavor the wheels of progress will 
turn backward. In the local tax idea for schools 
^ve have the embodiment of the principle of self- 
help in its finest form, and the twelve hundred or 
more local tax districts in North Carolina, with 
new ones being added every week, is a gratifying 
demonstration that the local tax investment plan

is an eminent successs and is a means of providing 
better schools in rural communities about as fast 
as the people are ready to sustain them. If it 
seems slow^, we must remember that things that 
come through education and a change of public 
sentiment, mut of necepsity come slowly, but 
growth of that kind is permanent.

FOR DISCUSSION IN LOCAL UNIONS.
Methods of improving the district school should 

always be open for discussion in Local Unions. 
Of course the discussions should be free from per­
sonalities, in the proper spirit, and always upon 
the merits of the subject. Education is funda­
mental and is always of first importance. Ignor­
ance, in all ages, has been only another name for 
human slavery. Superior intelligence has always 
taken advantage of ignorance and it always will 
do it. There isn’t any remedy for industrial slav­
ery that can be applied by ignorant people. We 
may not feel like we are ready for compulsory 
education yet, but compulsory education is mighty 
good compared with endless compulsory industrial 
slavery. The pioneers of the Farmers’ Union 
were fortunate in the selection of the name—The
Farmers’ Educational and Co-operative Union. 
The educational part comes first. It will always 
rank first in importance, and the Local Unions 
that recognize this fact, and act upon it, can never 
be defeated. In educating your members in prin­
ciples of better farming and better marketing and 
better business methods, keep it in mind that all 
social, moral and material interests of your com­
munity, and the future usefulness of your chil­
dren, depend upon the kind of school you have 
in your district.

“Schools for the Discontented.”

The United States Bureau of Education has is­
sued a special report touching experiments made 
in Kansas City, Missouri, in connection with 
school children above fourteen years of age who 
have lost interest in school work and whose ad­
vancement under ordinary school conditions is ap-

«
parently impossible. It is stated that educators 
have found many children who seem fitted by na­
ture to absorb only a certain amount of knowl­
edge. Out of this condition grew the establish­
ment of "The School for Discontented Children” 
in which most of the time is given not to the usual 
educational intricacies, but to instruction in use­
ful trades, looking to self-support. Commissioner 
Claxton is quoted as saying that this-type of school 
will solve a vexing educational problem, "because 
schools of this kind are designed to meet the 
needs of a large class of boys and girls to whom 
sufficient attention has not heretofore been paid.” 
—Biblical Recorder.

Wrote John Ruskin: "To be despised may be 
no ill fortune, but the real ill fortune is to de­
spicable.” The one who takes care that he does 
nothing to earn the contempt of men may have to 
suffer unjustly from that contempt for a time, but 
in the long run he will win the respect which is 
his due.—Selected.

I

The Issue in Japan.
The Imperial University of Japan in Tokio has 

more than 4,600 students. According to a relig­
ious census recently taken these students were classi- 
fiedbyreligionsasfollows: Shintoists, eight; Budd 
hists, fifty; Christians, sixty; atheists, 1,500; ag­
nostics, 3,000. These figures are as significant as 
they are appalling. They show beyond a perad- 
venture that Shintoism and Buddhism have lost 
their influence upon the educated classes of Japan 
Something higher and better, something more sat­
isfying to mind and heart must be presented to 
them. And it has well been pointed out that the 
issue in the Sunrise Kingdom is no longer be­
tween Christianity and Buddhism, but between 
Christianity and nothing. Shall not Christianity, 
therefore, be given a fair chance at "the Yankees 
of the East?”—Biblical Recorder.


