IT'S A HARD LIFE
Being a newspaper reporter is often a hard life, and even
more so on a small town weekly newspaper than on a daily.
Frequently pressure is brought to bear on a reporter not to
mention this or that in reporting a story, and it is ignoring

this pressure that frequently
business.

makes reporting a worrisome

We ran across an article recently written by Herbert J.
Pate, editor of the Johnson County Democrat at Tlshommgp,
which illustrates what a reporter would be up against in

writing a story if he complied
with the wishes of everyone con-
cerned. We're printing it below,
in full, including the headline
such a story would carry.

SOMEBODY DID SOMETHING

(Editor's note: Any actual re-
semblance of this story to any-
body the reader knows is a
strange coincidence as it was
just written to fill up space.)

Charges were filed today
against a long-time subscriber
before Judge (we can't mention
his name because he is having
job printing done) on a com-
plaint he had attacked Mr
(name deleted, friend of the ed-
itor’s.)

Mr, (the same long-time sub-
scriber) is alleged to have wield-

®
L

ed a (type of weapon can’t be
named, harmful to sales) in the
reported assault.

The very trivial incident oc-
curred in front of the (man re-
quested his place of business be
omitted).

The man, hurt slightly, died
for some strange reason in the
(harmful publicity for institu-
tion) hospital. The doctor said
that although the man rolled off
the bed and fractured his skull,
causing immediate death and
permanent injury, he had rather
not be mentioned as treating
him. “You know how these
things are, people just will draw
the wrong conclusions.”

An attorney (name of his city
not given, might be harmful

MASON

NOTICE

TO CITY WATER CUSTOMERS

On and after July 1st all water bills will be paid at the
office of the City Tax Collector, City Hall.

Water Superintendent, Town of Elkin

LILLARD

Attorney (name deleted, possi-
ble harmful effect on civil
clients) who made a sensational
address on the freedom of the
press a few days ago, said “Leave
this out or you'll get no more
legals from me even if I have to
never file another case.”

- (name omitted. He
ran a one-column by two-inch ad
four years ago and decided ad-
vertising would not pay on the
basis of its results) was charged
jointly with____________ (long-
time subscriber).

(1x2 advertiser four years ago)
blamed (long-time subscriber)
with handling the (name of
weapon harmful to sales) in the
attack on (friend of editor’s) in
front of (omitted by request).

Somebody will prosecute the
case (county attorney having
campaign placards printed here)
before Judge (permission for use
of his name not given) sometime
soon (date cannot be named.
They don’t want a bunch of citi-
zens littering up the courthouse).

Funeral services for (friend of
editor’s) were expected to be held

at the church (editor
doesn’t like preacher, so name
omitted.)

Burial will be held in the (re-
porter didn’t have time to check)
cemetery with the (don’'t want
any more charity funerals) mor-
tuary in charge.—Written by
someone who doesn’'t want to be
connected with it.
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IS DISAPPOINTED
Boonville, N. C,, ,
Saturday, June 29, 1940

Dear Mr. Browning:

I have just read your “Gab
Bag” for this week. I must say
I was very much disappointed
since (heretofore, I have enjoyed
it very much because you have
refrained from political dogma-
tism) you seemed to carry out
the opposite of your criticism of
the Republicans by severely crit-
icising them. I am a Republi-
can because my father was, which
is as nearly a plausible excuse as
any man may give for being af-
filiated with any institution.
Don’t you think so?

When we ecriticize let us look
back over the pages of history
and if we are intelligent, see and
understand things as they devel-
oped in their true light. What I
mean in particular is the admin-
istration before the present. How
about giving a Democratic House
and Senate some of the credit for
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our $40,000,000,000 debt money
which, if it had been spent in

If you remember the present or
just past speeded up military
programs of the great nations of
the world have been known to be
going on in the last few years,
even since the election of the
present administration. Surely
Mr. Hull has not been ignorant of
this, I am not unjustly criticiz-
ing Mr. Hull. He has been the
best secretary of state in ages,
even if he is a Democrat. I be-
lieve he would be a very capable
candidate for the presidency,
don’t you?

You were right, Mr. Browning,
that we have too many “sleep
walkers,” in fact the whole nation
seems to have been asleep in the
past few years. So you Demo-
crats that have not awakened,
come on and get up with us Re-
publicans and let’s all see what
is going on both at home and
abroad (Don’t misunderstand that
last sentence).

Yours very truly,

EARL KING

We're not going to argue with
Mr. King, because he is one of
our nine readers and is also sort
of a guest in this department
this week, and besides it is too
hot. But if we wanted to argue,
especially about the Republican
contention that the Democrats
have left the U. S. unprepared,
we could sort of point out that,
speaking of defense, the Repub-
lican nominee for vice-president,
Mr. McNary, was one of nine of
the 16 Republicans who voted on
a bill to increase the number of
army airplanes from 5,500 to
6,000, casting their vote against
the measure. This was on March
6, 1939, six months ‘after the
Munich pact. We could also re-
call, if we wanted to, that Sen-
ator Taft, whom the Republican
leaders wanted °to nominate as
president before the rank and file
of the delegates took the matter
out of their hands, early this
year proposed a 25 per cent. cut
in army and navy appropriation
estimates.

And we could also go on and
quote the Washington Merry-Go-
Round, written by two Washing-
ton correspondents who are in
position to know more the inside
of things than either Mr. King or
us, on their reecnt article which
stated: “Governor Stassen’s
charge that Roosevelt had caus-
ed the country to be unprepared
was hardly based upon fact. Ac-
tually, Roosevelt has done a bet-
ter job of building up the navy
than any other peace time presi-
dent, During the first four years
of Roosevelt, the army got about
the same treatment as under
Hoover, but in the last three
years army appropriations shot
up sky high. As a matter of fact,
Roosevelt went even further than
Congress and took money out of
WPA funds for the army and
navy until Congress inserted a
clause in the PWA bill prevent-
ing him from doing this. He was
much more defense minded than
Congress.”

But, being sort of tired and
worn out, we won’t bother to go
into® this. Political arguments
can go on forever and forever
with nothing ever being settled.
And we want Mr. King to con-
tinue as one of our nine readers,
for goodness only knows good
readers are scarce these days.

Who was that that said “and
S0 are good columns!”?

MINE RIDGE

Mr, and Mrs, Herman Burch
and daughter, Betty Jean, of
Danville, Va., have returned to
their homes, after spending the
past week with Mrs. Burch’s par-
ents, Mr. and Mrs., Sherman
Smith,

Mr. Reece Norman of Salisbury,
spent the week-end with his par-
ents here, Mr. and Mrs, J. H.
Norman.

Misses Juanita and Stella
Lowe spent Sunday with-Mr, and
Mrs. Garland Carter, of Arling-
ton.

Mr. Lewis Smith is spending
this week visiting friends and rel-
atives in Danville, Va.

Mr, and Mrs. Rolf Whitaker of
Elkin, were the week-end guests

.Jof Mr. and Mrs. Arvil Whitaker'

Mrs. Earl Sneed of Elkin, is
spending this week with Mr, and
Mrs, L. D, Smith,

Mr. Warren Ross visited friends
in Elkin over the week-end.

. Mr. Davis Whitaker visited rel-

the week-end.

We regret that Mr. and Mrs.
Garvey Haynes have moved from
this community to Eikin. They
will be greatly missed.

We are glad to know that Mrs,
Dan Tompson is improving from
an iliness, :
Mrs, Leota Thompson of Long-

atives at Little Richmond over

A

town, visited her mother here,
Mrs. Tom Wood, over the :
end.

FORESTS

‘While the forests of the United
States are making large contribu-
tions to national defense, the na-
tion has not provided adequate-
ly for the defense of the forests,
says 'Secretary of Agriculture
Wallace.

The annual deposit of dust and
soot. from the air has been calcu-
lated at 200 tons per square city
mile.
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East Market Street

You're Miles and Money Ahead With

DODGE /oJW TRUCKS

® When you buy a Dodge Job-Rated truck,
you get the QUALITY that gave Dodge its
reputation for Dependability . .. and at a low,
money-saving price! With a Dodge Job-Rated
truck you can save money on the job—
in gas, oil, tires and upkeep, because the truck
fits your job. Each unit, from engine to rear
axle, is “sized” to fit the truck, so the truck
will fit YOUR job. Come in for a good “deal.”

Get the Facts on the DODGE Job-Rated TRUCKS
That Fit YOUR Job!

Vegetable Laxative |
With Proved Feature

The punctual, gentle relief from
constipation which is generally en-
joyed when BLACK-DRAUGHT is
used by directions is due to a com-
bination of vegetable .ingredients.
Chief of these is an “intestinal
tonic-laxative” which helps tone
lazy bowel muscles. Next time, re-
member spicy, aromatic, time-
tested BLACK-DRAUGHT! It is
economical, too: 25-40 doses, 26c.

LOT MORE FOR )fOIIR DODGE

/"
JOB-RATED TRUCK=-DIONT Yod 2

“UO SIR-AND / GOT DODGE 7 4

PLUS A TRUCK THAT

COMPARISON

Number of ENGINES

' DODGE |
| TRUCKS |

THOSE MADE BY TWO OTHER COMPANIES
MANUFACTURING LOW-PRICED TRUCKS
DODGE OFFERS FAR WIDER SELECTION

COMPANY
A

FTS My JOB”

COMPANY
“B"

Number of WHEELBASES

Number of GEAR RATIOS

Number of CAPACITIES

6
Y4 to 3-Ton

Number of STD. CHASSIS
and BODY MODELS

 PRICES begin at

$465

1450

1474 ¢

als

e

" 3-2-1%-1-%-%-TON CAPACITIES . .. 106 STANDARD CHASSIS AND BODY MODELS ON 17 WHEEL
ot -Ralea MEANS: A TRULCK THAT FITS YOUR JOB !

YADKIN AUTO SALES

Elkin, N. C.

Prices shown are for 4-ton chassis with flat face cowl de-
livered at Main Factory, federal taxes included — state and
loggf taxes extra. Prices_subject  to change without notice.
Figures used in the above chart are based on published data.

DEPEND ON DODGE fs-Zate TRULK
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with an

AUTOMATIC
ELECTRIC

WATER HEATER

Just turn the faucet and have an instant flow of
hot water whenever you want it . . . day or night
with an automatic electric water heater. No

stairs to climb . ... no muss . . . no dirt . . . nothing
~ toturn on or off. Come in and see how economically
| you may enjoy this modern convenience.

P
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