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DR. CHAPMAN'S SERMON

A SUNDAY DISCOURSE BY THE NOTED
PASTOR-EVANGELIST.

t

Subject: A Novel Race—Self the Greates

Ememy of Most Men—Two IWays Into

Heaven—Wealth and Power Will Not
Avwail the Sinner on Judgment Day.

rE Crry.—The Rev. J. \?ilbur
4"(3'hl;l='r Z,Dthe popular pastor of the Fourth
' arian Church, whose reputation as
_an evangelist is second to none, has pre-
pared an interesting sermon upon the sub-
“A Novel x=ce,”’ which is ‘;lgr"ea‘che'd
from the text, Proverbs 14: 12, “There, 1s
a way which seemeth right unto a man;
but the end thereof are the ways of
th.”
degome time during last summer the R‘E_:?.
Joseph Parker, the pastor of the City
“Temple in Boston, was asked to take the
editor’s chair of the London Sun. He was
given full liberty to print just what he
wished in the paper or to keep out of the
<oumns what 1n hls_iudgment was nof
<ondueive to make an ideal paper. One day .
in the place of the racing news which the
readers of the Sun had been accustomed
to he printed under the caption of
< A" Novel Race Record” a description of
the race of life, and for each point made
emphatic in the lives of those who fre-
«uent the race course and follow racing as
a business he presented a passage of Scrip-
ture. This was, to say the least, startling.
©One of our New York papers, quoting
from his utterings in the ndon Sun,
printed the following: -
A NOVEL RACE RECORD.

London.—The Rev. Joseph Parker prints
3n the Sun to-day in place af the usual rac-
ing column what he calls a corrected race

as follmwés: 2

The Eternity Stakes.

The Start—Born in sin, etc. Psalm LI.: 5.

The Race—All gone out of the way, ete.
Romans I11.: 12. .

The Finish—After death the judgment,
ete. Hebrews 1X.: 27. .

The Weighing Room—Thou are weighed
in the balances and art found wanting.
Daniel V.: 27. _

Settling Day—For what shall it profit a
sman if he shall gain the whole world and
Yose his own soigl. Mark VIII.: 36. )

“This outline for a sermon has been in
+my mind since first my eyes lighted upon
3t, and to the great London preacher 1
am indebted for the suggestions of this
sermon, and vet I am quite free to confess
#hat the only reason I have chosen the
«ontline, and indeed the only reason 1
, ch the sermon is that I have a great
mc that those of you who are running
#he race of life should lay hold upon eter-
mal Kfe. It is a great ?istalﬁe for men to
preach without ‘giving their hearers an op-
g‘rtnnit_v to ccrgnfes.s'g Christ. When Mr.
Moaody first began his public ministry in
Chicago he went through a course of ser-
mons on the life of Christ, and came at
Zast to the crucifixion, when the most pro-
found impression had been made. He felt
as if he ought to give an invitation, but
megleeted to do so. The audience was dis-
mmssed never to come together again, for
that night the great conflagration in Chi-
«ago was upon the city, and many of his
Bearers were quickly ushered into eternity,
and so while 1 present this novel race rec-
ard I present it only that you may run the
mace with Christ.

¥f I had the time in this connection 1
wmmight say some words concerning the book
#m which the text is found. It has been
-said by some one that there is no part of
#he Bible which more thoroughly proves
the inspiration of the Secriptures, for no
=mere man could have written these wise
ssayings; another has suggested that the
tthirty-one chapters in the book contain a
Eesson for each day of the month. and no
wean would find himself failing so frequent-
&% # he should imbibe the wisdom of these
=xyings. Indeed, there is not a eondition
«k fife that is not met by the wisdom of the
wwiter of this book. I might also suggest
e different figures which are used in the
@ible which describe a human life. It is
spoken of under the figure of a voyage
with its days of calm and nights of storm,
u¥s sonth winds blowing deceitfully against
s, and telling of prosperity that never
esmes and its hurricane which almost
<irives us against the rocks and to death,
Bt one of the best figures is that of a race
#r no man walks when he races, but runs.
%3 must be desperately in earnest, and no
«sme really makes a success of his life with-
await this same thing is true of him. There
1= little place for the laggard in human
Efe to-day. We must Tun if we would

- x¥in, amd no race is permitted without con-

“cediants. In this race of human life which
o start there are three contestants which
somowe aarnestly to defeat us. The first 1s
=i —the greatest enewry that the most of
zms feave is self. Other men fight battles
amd vest when the victory is won, but no
—“meen 'has ever yet been able to rest in the
-atimuggle with himself. The Bible is true,
““#Greater is he that ruleth his spirit than
ne that taketh a city,” and many a man

Bims Deen a hero in the battlefield and
mmade a miserable failure with his struggle

vwalk himgelf. The world is generally

apamst us. “Woe be unto you when all
smen speak well of youn,” and 'if no one op-
p=ses you it is well tof stop and see where-
e wou may be wrong, but possibly the

wreeatest .adversary of all is the .devil, the
tdard dne of this trinity of contestants, for

Tae: flatters and deceives until 'at last the
stirongest character is made weak and the
rgrwest soul tainted; but I am not so much
-esmeerred about the running of the race
Jost at this time as the preparation for the
-erwd. The text is a striking one. “There
1% 3 way which seemeth right unto a man:
Bwx the end thereof are the ways of
slemth ” “There is a way that seemeth
argbt.” T take it that none of us have de-
dermined deliberately to be lost. Our
mwoiher’s memory is too sacred and our
dafiser’s example too powerful to permit us
«berikiberately to choose death instead of life.
=V are merely procrastinating. We have
-=Besen a little more of the world’s pleas-
wnne=, falsely so-called, and determine to
"hevwe a little more of the world’s honor,
-amsll the ‘way seemeth right, for some day
—%re: may be saved, and yet no one has a
~eprfain- prospect of salvation if he neglects
“bo-day, for he has made no provi-

- siom for th_e morrow. The end bafiles de-
. sexrygkion. There is weepi{ngi dnd wailing
n

~wni¥ gnashing of teeth, a resent this
wwakilzne in -order that we maypknow that
‘m wannot afford to run the race alone.
b . I '
' "Xhe start. Psalm 51: 5, “Behold. T was
: : m iniquity, and in sin did my
mxebher conceive me.” v
Wi is a Bible statement, but experience
proaves the truth of it and history empha-
stx23 1t In gvery partficular. However men
many rebel against the doetrine of original
st and speak of it as an injustice and all
ofi *Jat, nevertheless, this we know to be
trmeee that we are born with a bias to sin,

. aréd also that if we were to speak honestly

wer ifz::ld sy t}mt irgmdthe very first it
' been easier for us to do wrong than to
do. right. We have been in a mg_qat com-

Vo

’ id, “When I would do good evil
?sp?:el:e;?%ith me.” I do not for a mo-
ment imagine that we are guilty, mny of
us, of great sins, but the existence of little

gins will prove the existence of a, sinful
nature. 3

" S :

The race. Romans 3: 12, “They are all
gone out of the way, they are together be-
come unprofitable; there is none that doeth

ood, no, not one.” If we object to the
grst statement, which, nevertheless, ex-
perience proves to be true, we c‘_tnmly
cannot resist the power of the “second
statement, for the apostle WI‘l‘tEB that we
have all gone away ‘from God. ||When
there came a time in our lives when|it was
possible for us to choose either the right
or the wrong we well remember that the
tendency all along has been to chogse the
wrong, or at least to permit it, and_ when
we remember that it is the wrong fin His
judgment that we are responsible for the
message is a solemn one that we have to do
with, who taught the commandments and
made the look of lust idolatry, and the
feeling of murder against a brother mur-
der. There are two whays in which men
might get into heaven; one is the way that
is marked with blood. “And though vour
sins be as scarlet they shall be as white as
snow,” and the other is the keeping of the
whole law. If we could do that ‘God will
accept us, but we cannot, and we certainly
know we have not. ‘“He that offends in
one point is guilty of all,”” not that he has
broken all, but in the single offense he has
hroken away from God. Dut from the
standpoint - of the unregenerate man at
least this statement 1§ true, and I speak
now in the language of the unregenerate.
You- are not lost because of Adam’s sin,
or an inherited tendency to evil, but
rather because you have rejected |Christ
for yourself. Let us imagine a case, You
have consumption, and it has come to you
from a long line of ancestry, and I went to
you and know a cure for comsumption,
and if you will but take it you may be
whole again, and I recite to you the in-
stances of hundreds of people who have
been sick and now are well, but you re-
fuse the cure and die, not because you were
a consumptive with an inherited tendency
to this disease, but because you have re-
jected the cure, and men are lost because
they have rejected Christ.

III.
The finish. Hebrews 9: 27, “And as it

is appointed unto men once to die, but af-
ter this the judgment.”

I never speak the word judgment that 1
am not startled, not for myself, and when
I say that I do not mean to exhibit the
spirit that I am holier than theu, but
startled because of the unsaved man who
is in danger of the judgment, for God has
distinctly said concerning the saved,
“There is therefore now no judgment to
them that are in Christ Jesus.” This is a
personal matter. No one can appear in
judgment for us. We must stand there for
ourselves, and the thought of the judg-
ment will make us think when everything
else has been banished from our minds.
It is a place of meeting; man will meet
his conscience, and that will be all that is
necessary. ot

“All I know of the future judgment
Or whatsoever it may be,
That to stand alone with my conscience,
Will be judgment enough for me.”

And he will meet his record. It will not

opeéned. The book of one’s own record
will condemn; that sin of lastynight! which
no one knows but you and God is against
vou; that sin in London which no one
dreams of but yourself and your Maker
has made its record, and the things that
we have forgotten are standing against us.
God pity us if we do not make ready for
that day, and we cannot make ready ex-
cept by faith in Christ and we can meet
God, We have sinned against Him, we
have trampled His love under our feet,
we have rejected His Son, and in that day
we shall meet Him and who shall be able
to stand? . -
r 1 4%

The weighing room. Daniel 5: 27, “Thon
a*t weighed in the balances, and art found
wanting.” '

There is a machine in the Bank of Eng-
land that in a very wonderful way sifts
the sovereigns. You could hardly {;elieve
it. There 18 a whole case of sovereigns
there by the man, who, like an ordinary
miller at an ordinary mill takes his scoop
and shovels up these sovereigns that men
have tumbled the one over the other to get
hold of, and he puts them in his machine.
He feeds his mill the ggn;g way as the old
girggr feeds his threshing niachine, and it

€5 hold 3f the coins and tests them. It
weighs and poises each, throwing the light
onéd to one.side, and allowing those j;_ﬁ t
are good and i‘ﬂld and up to the mark to
flow into another receptacle. It is a may-
velous bit of human ingenuity, but its
testing qualities are notiin beside the
bar gfm the judgment of Godg; nothing to
the final assize, when the dead, small and
ﬁreat, shall fta_nd before God. You had
etter put it right. The Spirit says you
are a happy man if you realize your short-
comings in time and get it covered. |

When that day comes He shall weigh
our motives. It is not what we have done,
but the motive that prompted the doing,
and He shall test our acts. It is not the
good to others which we have accom-
plished that shall count for us, but that
which has been for His glory; and He
shall seek out-our thoughts, and wae be
unto that man whose motives and acts
and thoughts are against Him. “Weighed
and found wanting.” That was a solemn
scene in the Book of Daniel where Bel-
shazzer and his guests forgot the splendor
of the room in which they feasted, the
brillhant lights, the beautiful women, the
sweet music and see only the fingers of a
man’s hands writing on the plaster of the
wall, “Weighed and found wanting’ and
a more striking scene than that shall be
our experience 1f we neglect Christ. -

v

The settling day. Mark 8: 36, “For what
shall it pfofit a man if he shall gain the
whole world and lose his own soul.”’ It is
a possible thing for one to almost win the
world. We can have its music and its art
and its honor and its pleasure, and in a
sense 1ts wealth; but what shall it profit us.

In one of Tolstoi’s books there is an illus-
tration of that part of Russia where it is
said in the story a Rissian peasant can
have all the territory he can measure out
from sunrise to sunset, and Tolstoi tells
of a peasant who started in the mornin
at the break of day and ran with all spee
to mark out his possessions. He sees the
waving trees in the distance and 'deter-
mines they shall be his, and the lake be-
yond him,-and he says that shall be mine,
and the splendid plain, and runs to take it
in, and lifts his eyes to find that the sun
is beyond the meridian. Then he bends
every energy to reach the starting point,
and just as the sun goes down he reaches
it, falls uﬁwn his faee from sheer weakness,
and the land is all his, but Tolstoi says
they stooped down to pick him up and he

ad. He has gained it all and lost his
goul. - This is a picture of many a man

striving for honor and for pleasure and f
power. What shall it nl.P profit u* thgi
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