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By: Ruth Wells

In the 1880's several Presby-
terian familles scattered over
the Warsaw community and
worahmplxﬁ. with their Baptist
friends in the only churchhouse
of warsaw were called together
for services by Dr. B, F, Mar-
able of Clinton,

On October 18, 1884 the war-
saw Pres rian Church was
organized by authority of wil-

Presbytery, This
meet with the Commis~
sloners of Presbytery appointed
for this purpose of organiza-
tion was held in the Baptist
Church of warsaw.

The -filve members
who met and s the char-
ter for the church were:

willlam A, Falson, Hattle
C, Falson, Anna A, Thompson,
J. B. Cox, Jas. D. Swinson,
L. P. Best, Geo, M, Middle-

ton, W, H. Hunter, F. G, Mid-
dleton, J. M, Mliddleton, Anna
Middleton, O, F, Middleton,
L. Hil, s, P, Middle-
ton, Thomas B, Pierce, Sallle
E. Plerce, s, D. Middleton, J,
R. Smith, Mary S, Smith, Pen-
der Middleton, J, R, Marable,
A. G, Moseley, Loulsa Mose-
ley, and Edward Mann,

At the initlal meeting, Dr.
Marable was given the pas-
torate, and four officers were

two elders, Messrs,
W. A Falson and A, G, Mose-
ley: two deacons, Messrs, T,
B. Plerce and J, D, Swinson,

The congregation first wor-
shipped at the old school bufld-
Ing, located on the grounds of
the present Grammar School,
The present site of the church
was selected for the buflding,
the lot donated by one of t
charter members, w, L, HilL

The First Presbyterfan
Church of wilmington heard of
the efforts of the few persons
and sent three lovely pulpft
chalrs; a communion set of two
small plates two cups and a
small pitcher, and the puipit
now in use,

Just as theframe of the bufld-
ing was erected, acyclone com-
pletely destroyed fr. The only
things left in their places were
the Bible, the three chairs,
the pulpit, a glass pitcher and a
spittoon, This naturally brought
discouragement to some and
there was talk of discontinuing
the efforts. In fact, some mem-~
bers had almost sold the tim-
bers to the late Tom Parker
for the purpose of bullding a
colored Baptist church,

Mrs. T, B. Plerce, wMr.
George Middleton, and others
expressed their determination

.

to have a Presbyterfan Church
in warsaw efforts were
The buflding pro-

gram was pushed, work started
&aln right after the cyclone,

. A. F. Bland was the work=
man who had charge of the re-

In the early stages of the
second attempt at ing, a
strong wind blew it from the

. ‘ aﬁ& -Pi;éby[é o ol ol

blocks again, Despite this, the
building was ready for use in
about a year's time, The pews
which are still used for wor-
ship were made under direction
oller. T. B. Plerce in his
factory at_ Plerceville. The

acoustics of the auditorium
have been pronounced by many
preachers and hearers ‘as ex-
ceptionally fine,

Many were the fce~cream and
oyster suppers which helped to
f.l’u off the indebtedness of the

ding. Among those who re-

buflding. Among those who ren-
dered invaluable aid ar these
suppers were Mrs, T. B,
Plerce, Mrs. Robert Joe wil-
liams, Mrs. w. H, willlams,
Mrs., Lambeth, Mrs. Isaac
Brown, Mrs, Ransom Middleton
Mrs. Sallie Johnstone, and Mrs.
Bertie Hill, Members of other
denominations in turn showed
their interest through a spirit
of helpfulness, Thus the zeal of
a few pushed the work to fits
finish,

Disaster seemed to plague
the church, Rev, R, M. williams
who served the church as pas-
tor from 1895-1802 relates the
following Incident. *‘One day
just after 1 had announced my
text, the lightening struck the
steeple and did damage to the
buflding, creating a consterna-
tion among the congregation.
For just a few minutes every-
thing was perfectly stfll; then
there was a rush for the door,
I called them back and tried to
get them stopped, but to no
avall. Then I began to s
‘Jesus, Lover of My Soul,’
the moment | began to s
the whole m::gmm stoppl:dg.
turned aro came backto
their seats, Mr, T, B, Plerce
went out and looked to see if
there was any fire, when this
was determined, we went on
with the worship. The damage
done was covered by insurance,
All along it seems that this
church has had to struggle for
fts existence, but with it all
it has rendered a grear ser-
vice to the town of warsaw,"

The Warsaw Church was link-
ed with the Clinton Church from
the time of its organization,
untfl 1833 when the Presbytery
formed one group of warsaw,
Bowden, and Faison Churches,
Since 1948 the church has had
full time ministers living in
Warsaw,

The church has produced two
ministers and one full time
worker namely: Rev. Albert
Maxwell who joined the church

letter January 1, 1911'and was
licensed to preach in 1915 and
went to Brazil as amissionary:
Rev, John A, Ricks jolnedat?e
Warsaw PresbyterianChurch{n
1915, attended DavidsonCollege,
Union Theologlcalseminar)r and
is serving as pastor of Belmont
Presbyterfan Church In Roa-
noke, Va,

Miss Loulse Farrior, joined
the church December 18, 1928, is
& graduate of East Carolina

C of Assembly Training
and is serving asDirec-
tor of the Editorial Department,

Board of women's Work, Pres-

mzrun Church Vv, §,, altanta
fce,

In 1928, The woman's Auxi~-
llary remodeled the interior
of the church, The sanctuary
was made attractive with new
walls, new windows, new carpet,
all h and i
most restful of worship.,

Until 1833 all Sunday School
classes were held in the one
room of the church, The Sunday
School realized

the need of

more Space and e ul;dmkh-
including L adles Parlor

chen were made available for
use, The upper floor with con-
siderahle space was left unfur-
nished, to be developed into ex-
tra rooms when needed, The
whole plant of church and Sunday
School rooms was brick ve-
neered and steam heated,

In 1945, the church decided
to bulld a manse on the lot
directly behind the church. The
house was completed in 1947
and final payments made one
year later,

The fellowship hall and Y
Peoﬂes Room in the upstairs
of the church was leted in
March 1952, This hall been
used for the Mens Bible Class,
and the men added facllities for
sem% coffee in the room,

In 1957 the 1
Sunday School had caused a
further need of expansion and a

committee was set up in
1957. The lovely buflding was
completed in mga at a cost of
$33,660.60. This includes a
large recreation room, three
new Sunday Schools, a nursery
and kitchen,

Ministers who have served
the church are Dr, B, F, Ma-
rable, Colin Shaw, George Dem~
pster, Joseph Evans, GeorgeM,

Mathis, Robert murphy wil=
liams, Robert M, Mann, P, L,

Clark, M, O, Sommers, F, S,
Johnstone, D, L, Jones, Eu

H. Clarke, Jerry M, N

and Norman H, Flowers,

The session s composed of
L. B, Hule, Clerk, Edwin P,
Evers, A, J. Jenkins, Sr., John
M, Plerce, w, J, Middleton, Jr,
and Henry L, Stevens, Jr, A, J,
Draughon, Jr. is chairman of
the Deconate, Serving with him
are: J, T, Gresham, Jr., A,
wright Gore, willlam T, Best,
Fred J, Baars, G, S, Hodges,
J. Herman Hines, Hector B,
McNeill, A, Walker MecNefll,
C. Sheffield, F, A, Mitchiner,
R. W, Rivenbark, V, A, Stancil,
and shelby B, Zachary.

Mrs. Allen Draughon, Jr., is
president of the women of the
Church, H, C, McQullen s pre-~

sident of the Men of thechurch,

Vernard A Stancil is superin-
tendent of the church school,
Mrs. Ben Bowden, is organist
and Mrs, W, J, Middleton, Jr.,
and Mrs, J. T, Gresham, Jr.
are cholr directors, wWe are
very grqreful to Mrs. J. W,
Farrior, historian, for furnish-

My Christmas Story!

Editor’s Note: This poem was
written by a German War Bride

The lights would shine for me
any more,

who has in the U, 8, for
about the past twemty years, For on the following Christ~
mas
And on the Holy night,
ml: the Holy is near, I had no tree, or home to
h laughter and joy, butalso  go
with tears, Or gifts to sit beside,
Christ was born to save us
from sin,
How many truly think of him, 1r‘r‘hell@u\-rhlcbshlnmil once
g or me
. good | remember the  were dead, and burned out
ays as a child F rom then | walked my lonely
oo Christmas wasaday road SR
ol 4 Only T Lord,
i g shining, and & lot : -
"“th.
™, k:;'““ ﬁ];,l' in laughter
i x v'?., b, AT i m i
¥ . on “‘M To for our soldiers
¢ Y wheo another war.
e = fow ‘Lets pray for our soldiers
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ing us this information,
HARRISONBURG, VA, NEWS
RECORD: *'Dr. John D,
erty of the Harvard of

Health is one of a grow-
ing number of scientiests

rowth of the

e

Bell! Well! Wells

By: Ruth wells
wanted - 17 hi-tafled catsfor  first trip. Longevity was at-
my friend Rodney IRod= tributed tocleanliving, he didn't
ney has a lovelynewbrickhome smoke, drink, or cuss.
and in spite of all his efforts

he is bothered with mice. Now
I have been told on
thority that one sure way to be
free of mice and rats is to
ssess seventeen cats,

?r:mhethev mm
their tafl high in the air as
they mmthe"cbc:vh:t%
A having a cat | :

fl:lywdwcﬂpthn L
liver-them to Rodn
Route I, Mount Olive,
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Last Wednesday I was at the
Beulaville Elementary School
near lunch time, The most de-
liclous aroma filled the entire

building in which thelunch room
is located

accepted the invitation to eat,
The food was delicious] It was
a well planned meal, balanced
in all the necessary mutrients,
and as t as you hope to
find for a family Sunday din-
ner,
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Duplin C lost aremark-
able clﬂmmxyer the week end.
Mr. Edd Bostic of warsaw,
aﬁe 90, who entered the hospi~
tal just a few days earlier, In
all those 90 years that was the

odney Thypenst -

LR R N

Were 1 a less determined
person, I would throw thatlove~
ly Yashica 24 camera in the
boot of the onrm:nd forget ft,

8
£
.

Fourteen shopping days left
and the tlml.gght__justg pe{rlﬂe.s
me, so now, off to do
Christmas shopping.

LA B

SULLIVAN, ILL., PROGRESS
“*Since our government de-
mands such a strict account-

every citizen, for t pur=
poses, those taxpayers, by the
same right, should be entitled
to a strict accounting of how
all those tax dollars are being
spent.’’

The lights of the Christmas
tree, most beautiful when re-
ﬂecledmtheeyu&u;yhn&
will brin ace
millions %1’ ‘I:m'res ain this
season, as they have for cen~
turies,

do we
with the birth of the Babe
Christians consider the Mes-
slah?

There are several storles
about the origin of the Christ-
mas tree, People In Scandina-
via once worshipped trees, and,
explains world Book Encyclo-

they made evergreen
trees part of the Christian fes
tivals when they becameChris~-

tm'
One tells how the first
Christmas tree was shown in a

miracle to the E

w wﬂru'ﬂcm

of cranberries and popcorn
were popular before the advent
of shiny colored balls and
strings of colored electric
lights,

lgtlghu at Christmas repre-
sent Christ as the L the
world, Acco to one story,
Martin Luther put lights on h

Book says, leave a

lﬁrhﬂds. on the eve of Epi-

3 men carry the
gtllmmza ar-mdlqya

%regmtngh)r&mﬂ
c

No matter what the origin,

the tree mm-np?u
very youngest

omething the
:hﬂdmwm'

mm’m E
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Yesterday’s
News Notes

1Year Ago

Reeves Brothers, Inc, an-
nounces a new cut and sew ope~
ration to be located in Duplin

C

Mrs, Melvin (Clyde) Potter
named Red Cross Fund Cam-

Paign manager for 1966,

Mr. and Mrs, J. W. Taylor

win cup at Brofler Producers
Annugl Banquer, :

'NCEA present 2§ year- pins

to seven members,

5 Years Ago

James Kenan District Band

present concert in Kenansville
Gymnasium,

Warsaw boy, Billy J, Torrans

appointed to the U, 5, Proba-

tion Office,

Mr. and Mrs. Ellis Quinnho~
nored on 30th wedding Anniver=-
sary.

Janice Henderson, d er
of Mr. and Mrs. R, E, Hen-
derson elected Treasurer of
Freshman Class James walker
Memorial Hospital School of
Nursing.

10 Years Ago

Miss Eleanor Southerland has
accqled an ass
International Cooperative Ad-
ministration of the Federal Go-
vernment to work in Columbia,

Sy s. cl

Origin of the ChristmasTree

Mr. D, C, (Buddy) willlam-
son appointed to supervisor of
g!&rlom District by Southern

Faison Special Education
Class has exhibit at R ;
Conference, ok

20 Years Ago

announces new heat pump

Mr. and nr:::ormdm
m anniversary, .]
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