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Duplin occupies 526,933
agres (822 square miles) in
_ﬁmheutern North Carolina,

e county population was
40,951 in 19% with 13,993
hbuseholds. Seven percent of

e population is less than 4
;!ns old, 26 percent is be-
tween 4-19, 55 percent is
bg¢tween 20-64, and 12 per-

cent is over 65 years old. The  kets in Faison. Total Duplin vantage of numerous agri- @griculture county in the By David Byrd Jr. v “hl"'““ ."y“llg
shol rras Cempesrs  rmacome bom vegeables L ot Tatey  Saenecds o uung pope  Prosdntof e Dogln
January isl:wrmally the cold-  in 1982. oo Sprunt Technical College to carry on a big job and a ty Size | Price | FED |Total

est month with an average

perature of 36.6° and rent Duplin County tax base - - .
ine and July the warmest is $670,903 m;irlmn with 70 AT78-13 '25.53 l.l? *26.93
an average of 79.8° in - cents per hundred tax rate; : ’
1981, The annual average $450 is from farmland and B78-13 *26.42 '1.53 27.95

precipitation is 3.7 inches per
month, with November
having the lowest average of

.76 inches and August the million is agriculture-related '30.83 2.12 *32.98
ighest with 10.91 inches in  (business, etc.) The follow-
Egsl‘ ing tables show how land is ¢78-14 *312.69 *2.26 *34.95

*To cover all of Duplin

riculture assets in this
article is impossible.
However, we should point
out that we are leaders in
many areas. We do not
intentionally leave out any
commodity for we fully
realize it is our county's
broad range of agriculture
products that makes it so
great, Listed below are facts
and figures the Duplin
County Agribusiness Council
félt would be of interest to
the residents of Duplin.

Flue Cured Tobacco -
North Carolina ranks No. 1
growing approximately 65
percent of the U.S. produc-
tion, Duplin County ranks
13th in N.C. production,
selling 23.3 million pounds in
1982 for $41,623,978. Our
own Wallace Tobacco Market
sold 11,479,549 pounds for
an average of $176.92 per
pound in 1982,

Chicken Production

North Carolina ranks 4th in
broiler production and 8th in
egg production. Duplin
County ranks 8th in overall
chicken production. Three
hundred Duplin farmers sold
146.9 million pounds of
broilers, 4.4 million pounds
of hens, over 4 million com-

No. 5 in snap bean and
cabbage production, No. 6 in
green pepper production,
No. 11 in tomato and water-
melon production, No. 4 in
blueberry production, and
9th in grape and strawberry
production. Duplin is for-
tunate to have one of the
world’s largest produce mar-

County Taxes - The cur-

equipment. Animal inven-
tory accounts for $3,657,415
of the tax base. Another $100

valued for tax purposes in
Duplin County.

35th
Anniversary

On Sunday, March 6, the
senior choir of First Baptist
Church in Kenansville was
host for a gala “‘Festival of
Songs"' in celebration of its
35th anniversary. The choir
was honored by several guest
choirs, chorales and coloists
from area churches.

The program, chaired by
Ms. Virginia L. Washington
and Ms. Eva S. Miller,
included a brief history of the
choirs founding leaders, a
surprise token of apprecia-
tion presented to the ‘zlﬂi-
dent, Ms. Annie D. Wash-
ington, for her loyal service
to the group, and, of course,
an evening of great gospel
entertainment.

After remarks from the
pastor, Rev. C.W. Wright,
light refreshments of sweet-
cake squares, mints, nuts
and jelled punch were served
by Mrs. Rosa Brown, Mrs.
Bessie B. Faison and Ms,

Agriculture Education -
Farming has revolved into a
highly technical agribusi-
ness. Duplin’s public school
system offers agriculture
classes to prepare young
men and women for further
education or to take ad-

gives students a chance to

stay in the community and
further prepare themselves
for a successful career as
farmers or in related agri-
business. Duplin's young
people should look here in
Duplin for careers in agri-
culture. The number one

proud tradition. Students are

urged to check with their
school counselor for career
opportunities.

Fishing

Hunting season has ended
and sportsmen are putting
down their guns and picking
up fishing equipment. Shad,
herring and mullet (non-
game migratory saltwater
fish) are the first seasonal
catches in the Northeast
Cape Fear River, Wildlife
enforcement officer Jeff
Black said.

During the January i to
June 5 season, fishermen
may use special devices in
addition to hook and line to
catch non-game species,
Black said. Special devices
include dip, bow and gill nets
and seines. Special devices
require a license. According
to N.C. Wildlife Resource
Commission regulations,
special devices can be used
in the main run of the North-
east Cape Fear River down-
stream from a point one mile
above Sarecta bridge on
State Road 1700. A fee of $3
is attached to personal use
special devices licenses.
Nonpersonal special device
licenses are $10 and should
be purchased by fishermen
who sell their catch, Black
said. No license is needed
when a person fishes within
their county of residence
using natural bait.

Inland game fish, fresh-

Season

license is required of Duplin
residents fishing for game
fish within the county when
using natural bait. However,
Black said, game trapped in
special devices set for non-
game fish must be released
immediately into the river.
Likewise, game fish captured
in bait traps must be re-
leased.

Fishing is a popular sport
in North Caroina and sports-
men contribute heavily to the
economy. State Wildlife and
Resources figures indicate
sportsmen spend over $125
million each year on large
items such as boats, trailers,
campers and four-wheel
drive vehicles. During 1980
the anglers spent over $373
million on fishing. Fisher-
men expended over $157 on
the fresh-water sport, alone.
The Wildlife Resources Coms«,
missioner estimates every
dollar they spend returns
over $50 to the economy of
North Carolina. And, ninety
percent of the funds used by
the Wildlife Commission
comes from sportsmen
through the purchase of
licenses and permits’ and
excise taxes on sporting
equipment. Much of the
money spent by the Com-
mission goes for purchasing

Opens

of fishing privileges,
impoundment of fishing
equipment, and cash fines,
Black said. The N.C. Wildlife
Resources Commission pub-
lishes an annual volumn of
inland fishing regulations
digest which can be obtained
where hunting and fishing
licenses are sold, Black said.
The publication includes
fishing regulations and spe-
cification of limits for game
and nongame fish. Black also
requested public support in
the protection of the county's
wildlife. Any persons wish-
ing to report game law
violations or receive addi-
tional information on fishing
and hunting regulations can
phone Jeff Black, Wildlife
Enforcement Officer, at
296-1526 in Kenansville.

The Duplin Times-Progress Sentinel, March 17, 1983

STEED’'S TIRE

v~ Econmomically Priced
» Full 4 Ply Polyester Construction
~ Wide 7 Rib Tread Design
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Complete Balancing, Alignment,

Brake Work & Radiator Work Available. We Alse Have
Avto Parts, Craigar Wheels, Keystone Wheels, Hooker
Headers, Mr. Gasket, Champion, AC & Dowglas Batteries.

: : Annie Washington. water varieties found in the equipment, food, lodging, Dllplil‘l COIII“"
$?|r|{;?; ;gf:hi:nd eow;r i: The ovest gas truly en- Northeast Cape Fear River gasoline, hiring of guides
1982, Total chicken ncome Joyed by everyone present. include bass, chain pickerel and other related expendi-

was $47 628,761 in 1982.
Turkey Production - North
Carolina ranks No. 1, pro-
ducing approximately 16
percent of the U.S. produc-
tion. Duplin County ranks
No. 1 in turkey production
and produces approximately
36 percent of North Caro-
lina's production. One hun-
dred fifty-five Dl.égiin County
farmers sold 165.6 million
pounds of turkey and over 8
million dozen hatching eggs
in 1982. Total turkey income

The choir was accom-
panied by musician Bruce
McCalop.

and panfish. The fresh-water
fish usually begin to bite
later than nongame fish. No

tures.
Violation of fishing regu-
lations can result in the loss

TOBACCO
- GROWERS!

Agri-Business
Council, Inc.

March 21st 1983

AGRICULTURE

National Agriculture Day

Congress authorized, and President Reagan signed, the second consecutive proclamation of
Agriculture Days as an official national observance, with Governors recognizing it in all 50 states

Duplin County

AMERICA'S HEARTBEAT
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