
Duplin native pointed way for school art
f

Moat American schoolchil¬
dren have smeared finger
paints to make a picture

at some time in their lives.
Few people, however, realize that

a teacher from Duplin County in¬
vented modern finger painting al¬
most single-handedly.
Ruth Faison Shaw is not a house¬

hold name, but few people have had
greater impact on art education for
young people around the world.

Miss Shaw died in 1969 at the age
of 80. Now, many of her admirers
are searching for examples of her
original finger paintings
"We want to emphasize that we

are not trying to acquire them, but
to learn the people who own them,"
said Martha Whittinghill of Chapel
Hill, chairman of the Ruth Faison
Shaw Memorial Committee.
The committee wants to compile

a register of Miss Shaw's works for
use by scholars, Mrs. Whittinghill
said. Members are also collecting
anecdotes and reminiscences about
Miss Shaw for a possible biography.
The inspiration for finger paint¬

ing came while Miss Shaw was op¬
erating a school for English-speak¬
ing children in Rome. Most of her
pupils were children of American
diplomats and businessmen living
in Italy. In 1926, however, a young
Italian prince was enrolled there.

His parents wanted him to have
some experience with commoners,"
Mrs. Whittinghill said

/ Apparently, the prince was a tri¬
al from the start. One day, while
playing with some of the other chil¬
dren, he cut his finger.

"Royal blood had been spilled,
and he was citing his head off,"
Mrs. Whittinghill said

"To calm him down, Miss Shaw
let him go to the bathroom by him¬
self and put some iodine on the cut.
This was a big thing for him; he
may never have been to the bath¬
room by himself in his life.

"Well, he stayed and he stayed
and he stayed. When she Anally
went to see what had happened, he
had smeared iodine all over the tile
walls as far as he could reach."

That incident gave Miss Shaw an
idea. "Of course, children love to
smear," Mrs. Whittinghill said.
What if that natural inclination
could be harnessed? What if smear¬
ing with fingers could be made into
something constructive?
The idea was not new. Finger

painting was used in murals on the
walls of Etruscan tombs and an¬
cient Chinese manuscripts.

Miss Shaw, however, is generally
recognized as the first artist to
make the paints safe for children,
using non-toxic ingredients sug¬
gested by artists she met in Rome.

Success was almost immediate.
Within a year, she was conducting
lecture-demonstrations in finger
painting full-time. For several
years, she lived in Paris, lecturing
at the Sorbonne and leading work¬
shops at the Trocadero School.

Returning to the United States in
1932, she taught her techniques for

a year at the prestigious Dalton
School before opening her own insti¬
tution, the Shaw Finger-Painting
Studio, in 1933 in New York.
She patented her finger paint for¬

mula, wrote a book, Finger Paint¬
ing: A Perfect Method of Self-Ex¬
pression (1934), and began to ex¬
periment with new ways to use her
technique.
One way was as a device to aid

psychotherapy. "People who were
disturbed could paint things they
could not express," Mrs. Whitting-
hill said.

Miss Shaw spent three years
studying personality analysis at the
Menninger Clinic in Topeka, Kan.,
then worked with delinquents and
the elderly in New York and Massa¬
chusetts.

Born on a farm in Duplin County
on Oct. 15,1889, she was the daugh¬
ter of the Rev. William Mitchell
Shaw, a Presbyterian minister She
was the only girl in a family of four
boys, with four male cousins living
nearby.

"She once told me, 'By the time I
grew up, I knew enough about boys
. I didn't want to marry one,'"
Mrs. Whittinghill recalled

Miss Shaw became a teacher,
working in Wilmington for many
years.

During World War 1. she served
with the YWCA in France. After
the war, she was a tour guide in
Istanbul. She opened the Shaw
School in Rome in 1923.

In 1956, she "retired" to Chapel
Hill, where she served as a consul¬
tant with the Murdoch Center for
children in Butner and with the De¬
partment of Psychiatry at the Uni¬
versity of North Carolina Medical
School.

She continued to work with pa¬
tients in "South Wing," the psychi¬
atric ward of N.C. Memorial Hospi¬
tal, and in Gravely Sanitarium. At
the same time, she taught and ex¬
hibited finger painting in her home.

"She was one of the most precious
friends I ever had," said Mrs. Whit-
tinghill, the wife of a retired profes¬
sor. "We had many beautiful times
together."

Miss Shaw died on Dec. 3, 1969,
in Fayetteville. (Her brother, Wil¬
liam M. Shaw, served as that city's
postmaster for many years.) She is
buried in Oakdale Cemetery in Wil¬
mington, where several of her
nieces and nephews lived.

Her papers and almost 200 of her
paintings were left to UNC-Chapel
Hill
The memorial committee, made

up of former friends and colleagues,
has organized exhibits of her * .rk
at UNC's Morehead Planetarium.

People who own paintings by
Miss Shaw or who have stories or
information about her are urged to
contact Mrs. Whittinghill in care of
the Ruth Faison Shaw Memorial
Committee, P.O. Box 3701, Chapel
Hill 27514

|

Ruth Faison Shaw display* an example
of her finger painting which she used to
teach children art.

SOUTHERN BEAUTY

SCARLET O'HARA? Not
quite. Close though. It's
Allyson Stroud of Kenans-
ville. She was dressed the
part for the Veterans Day
parade in Warsaw. She was

part of the "Unicorn" float
which won first place in the
best local float contest
.at....
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The first known wristwatch
appeared around 1790 in
Geneva, Switzerland.
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The world's tiniest plant seeds are those of the Epiphyticorchid. Thirty-five million of these seeds weigh an ounce.
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GET A JUMP ON CHRISTMAS

SHOP EARLY !
November 17 Ad Should Have Dead

blouses 20% Off
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11 ^ "Closed Thanksgiving Day."
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I . Direct from the Mill Prices I
I . We Carry Our Own Accounts I
I . No Waiting I
I . Over 300 Rolls of Vinyl & I
I Carpet in Stock I
I . Our Own Professional I
I Installation I
I * Lowest Prices I

We're Bigger Than We Look Displaying
28,000 Sq. Ft. of Furniture & Carpet in

¦ a 14,000 Sq. Ft. Store. I
-¦"One of the best things we have is our price."
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Smart Santas Plan Ahead I
You can too! Our Christmas Club helps you save steadily...with a

special goal in mind...And earns interest too! Start yours now and
be prepared for 1984

JOIN OUR 1984
CHRISTMAS CLUB NOW f

Earn 5V?% Interest-Clubs are for 50 weeks, A
beginning November 14, 1983. but you may join ¦

anytime afterwards!

- ^ Christmas Club

tM SouthemBank no.

PAY Dollars
TO TH( o»de«
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AUTHORIZED SIGNATURE

Select Your Club From The Following:
$ 5.00 EACH WEEK FOR CLUB TERM PAYS $ 250.06
$10.00 EACH WEEK FOR CLUB TERM PAYS $ 500.00
$15.00 EACH WEEK FOR CLUB TERM PAYS $ 750.00
$20.00 EACH WEEK FOR CLUB TERM PAYS $1000.00
$25.00 EACH WEEK FOR CLUB TERM PAYS $1250.00

Plus 5 Vj% Interest
Penalty For Early Y4

ng SouthernBankLlJo and trust company Edf
we>eper-"**!- "Hnmatown Banking S(ice 1901" ^
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