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POLK COUNTY NEWS, TRYON, N. C.

AN AMIRICAN SOLDIER
WHO WENT

ARTHURGUY EMPLY

MACHINE GUNNER, SERVING N FRANCE—

w g2

I ©197 By -
ARTHUR @Y EMPEY

EMPEY, QUESTIONING A GERMAN PRISONER, FINDS HE IS
FROM NEW YORK.

Synopsia —Fired by the sinking of the Lusitanla, with the loss of
American llvas, Arthur Guy Empey, an American living in Jersey City,
goes to England and enlists as a private in the British army. After a
short experiunce as a recruiting officer in London, he is sent to train-
ing quarters in France, where he first hears the sound of big guns and
makes the agquaintance of “cooties.”
Empey's corxrgany is sent into the front-line trenches, where he takes
his first turn on the fire step while the bullets whiz overhead. Empey
learns, as oumnrade falls, that death lurks always in the trenches.
Chaplain distinguishes himself by rescuing wounded men under hot
fire. With pick and shovel Empey has experience as a trench digger
in No Man's Land. Exciting experience on listening pest detalil.
citing worgk on observation post duty.
writes and stages a successful play. = i

After a brief period of training

Ex-
Back in rest billets Empey

CHAPTER XIX—Continued.
—16—

At one y ant of the line where the
trenches v ere very close, a stake was
driven in o the ground midway be-
tween the hostile lines. At night when
it was his turn, Tommy would crawl
to this stake and attach some London
papers to it, while at the foot he would
place tins of bully beef, fags, sweets,
and other delicaclies that he had re-
eeived from Blighty in the ever looked-
for parcel. Later on Fritz would come
out and get these luxuries.

The next night Tommy would go out
to see what Fritz put Into his stocking.
The donation generally consisted of a
paper from Berlin, telling who was
winning the war, some tinned sausages.
cigars, and occasionally a little beer,
but a funny thing, Tommy never re-
turned with the beer unless it was in-
side of him. His platoon got a whiff of
his breath one night and the offending
Tommy lost his job. .

~ One night a young English sergeant
crawled to the stake and as he tried to
detach the German paper a bomb ex-
ploded and mangled him horribly. Fritz
had set a trap and gained another vic-
tim which was only one more black
mark against him in the book of this
war. From that time on diplomatic re-
Iations were severed.

Returning to Tommy, I think his
spirit is best shown in the questions he

asks. It is never “who is going to win”
but always “how.long will it take?”

CHAPTER XX.

“Chats With Fritz.”

We were swimming In money, from
the receipts of our sheatrical venture,
and had forgotten all about the war,
when ar order came through that our
brigade would again take over their
sector of the line.

The day that these orders were is-
sued, our captain assembled the com-
pany and asked for volunteers to go to
the Machine Gun school at St. Omar.
I volunteered and was aceepted.

Sixteen men from our brigade left
for the course In machine | gunnery.
This course lasted two weeks and we
rejoined our unit and were assigned to
the brigade machine gun company. It
almost broke my heart to leave my
company mates.

The gun we used was the Vickers,
Light .303. water cooled.

1 was still a member of the Sulcide
club, having jumped from the frying
pan into the fire. I was assigned to
section 1, gun No. 2, and the first time
*In™ took rposition in the front-line
trench. .

During the day our gun would be
d@ismounted on the fire step ready for
instant use. We shared a dugout with
the Lewis gunners. At “stand to” we
would mount our gun on the parapet
and go on watch beside it until “stand
down” in the morning. Then the gun
would be dismounted and again placed
in readiness on the fire step.

We did eight days in the front-line
trench without anything. unusual hap-
pening outside of the ordinary trenech
routine. On the night that we were to
®earry out,” a bombing rald against the
German lines was pulled off. This raid-
Ing party consisted of sixty company
men, sixteen bombers, and four Lewls
machine guns with their crews.

The rald took the Boches by surprise
and was a complete success, the party
bringing back twenty-one prisoners,

The Germans must have been awful-
ly sore, because they turned loose a
barrage of shrapnel, with a few “Min-
mies” and “whizz bangs” lntermixed.
The shells were dropping into our front
Dne lNlke hallstones,

To get even, we could have left the
prisoners in the fire trench, in charge
of the men on guard and let them click

| Writz’s strafeing but Tommy, does not

" tveamt prisoners that way,

~ . Fhe of them were brought into my
@ugont and turned over to me so that
L they would be safe from the German

- five.

In the candlelight, they looked very
L muoch shaken. nerves gone and chalky
i faces. with the exception of one, a
. great big tellow. He looked very much
" st ense. l‘liked Mo from the start.
v ; P

7 ah PP
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I got out the rum jar and gave each
a nip and passed around some fags,
the old reliable Woodbines. The other
prisoners looked their gratitude, but
the big fellow sald in English, **Thank
you, sir, the rum is excellent and I ap-
preciate it, also your kindness.”

He told me his name was Carl
Schmidt, of the Sixty-sixth Bavarian
Light infantry; that he had lived six
vears In New York (knew the city bet-
ter than I did), had been to Coney
island and many of our ball gnmes. He
was a regular fan. I couldn’'t make him
believe that Hans Wagner wasn't the
best ball player in the world.

From New York he had gone to Lon-
don, where he worked as a waliter In
the Hotel Russell. Just before the war
he went home to Germany to see his
parents, the war came and he was con-
scripted.

He told me he was very sorry to
hear that London was in ruins from
the Zeppelin raids. I could not con-
vince him otherwise, for hadn’t he seen
moving plctures in one of the German
cities of St. Paul's cathedral in ruins.

I changed the subject because he
was so stubborn in his belief. It was
my intention to try and pump him for
information as to the methods of the
German snipers, who had been cans-
ing us trouble in the last few days.

I broached the subject and he shut

up like a clam. After a few minutes
he very innocently said:

“German snipers get pald rewards
for killing the English.”

I eagerly asked, "\What are they?”

He answered:

“For killing or wounding an English
private, the sniper gets one mark. For

Dead Bodies Everywhere.

killing or wounding an English officer
he gets five marks, but If he kills a Red
Cap or English general, the sniper gets
twenty-one days tied to the -wheel of a
limber as punishment for his careless-
ness.”

Then he paused, waiting for me to
bite, I suppose. '

I bit all right and asked him why the
sniper was punished for killing an
English general. With a smile he re-
plied:

“Well, you see, if all the English gen-
erals were killed, there would be no
one left to make costly mistakes.”

I shut him up, he was getting too
fresh for a prisoner. After a while he
winked at me and I winked back, then
the escort came to take the prisoners
to the rear. I shook hands and wished
bim “The best of luck and a safe jour-
ney to Blighty.”

I liked that prisoner, he was a fine
fellow, had an Iron Cross. too. I ad-
vised him to keep It out of sight, or
some Tommy would be sending it home
to his girl in Blighty as a souvenir.

One dark and rainy night while on
guard we were looking over the top
from the fire step of our front-line
trench, when we heard a noise imme-
diately in front of our barbed wire.
The sentry next to me challenged
“Halt, who comes there?” and brought

1 his rifle to the aim, His challenge was
answered in German. A captain in the
next traverse climbed upon the sand-
bagged parapet to investigate—a brave
but foolhardy deed—*“Crack” went a
bullet and he tumbled back into the-

trench with a hole through his stomach
and dled a few minutes later. A lance
corporal in the next platoon was 80 en-
raged at the captain's death that he
chucked a Mills bomb in the direction
of the noise with the shouted warning
to us: “Duck your nappers, my lucky

in front of us, and then gllence.
We immediately sent up two star

to our wire. A sergeant and four
stretcher-bearers went out in front and
soon returned, carrying two limp
bodies. Down In the dugout, in the
flickering light of three candles, we

cers, one a captain and the other am

than a sergeant general, but below the
grade of lieutenant.

The captain’s face had been almost
completely torn away by the bomb’s
explosion. The unterofilzier was alive,
breathing with difficulty. In a few min-
utes he opened his eyes and blinked In
the glare of the eandles.

The pair had evidently been drink-
ing heavily, for the alcohol fumes were
sickening and completely pervaded the
dugout. T turned away Iin disgust,
hating to see a man cross the Great Di-
vide full of booze.

One of our officers could speak Ger-
man and he questioned the dying man,

In a faint voice, interrupted by fre-

fquent hiccoughs, the unteroffizier told i

his story.

There had been a drinking bout
among the officers in one of the Ger-
man dugouts, the main beverage being
champagne. With a drunken leer ‘he
Informed us that champagne was plen-
tiful on thelr side and that it did not
cost them anything either. About seven
that night the conversation had turned
to the “contemptible” English, and the
captain had made a wager that he
would hang his cap on the English
barbed wire to show his contempt for
the English sentries. The wager was
accepted. At eight o’clock the captain
and he had crept out into No Man's
Land to carry out this wager. .

They had gotten about halfway
across when the drink took effect and

two hours of vain attempts the unter-
offizler had at last succeeded in wak-
ing the captain, reminded him of his
bet, and warned him that he would be
the laughing stock of the officers’ mess
If he did not accomplish his object, but
the captain was trembling all over and
Insisted on returning to the German
lines. In the darkness they lost thelr
bearings and crawled toward the Eng-
lish trenches. They reached the harbed
wire and were suddenly challenged by
our sentry. Being too drunk to realize
that the challenge was in English, the
captain refused to crawl back. Finally
the unterotfizier convinced his superior
that they were in front of the English
wire. Realizing this too late, the cap-
tain drew his revolver and with a mut-
tered curse fired blindly toward our
trench. His bullet no doubt killed our
captain,

Then the 'bomb came over and there
he was, dying—and a good job too, we
thought. The captain dead? Well, his
men wouldn’t weep at the news.

. Without giving us any further infor-
mation the unteroffizier dled.

We searched the bodies for identifi-
cation disks but they had left every-
thing behind before starting on their
foolhardy errand.

Next afternoon we buried them :In'

our little cemetery apart from the
graves of the Tommies. If you ever

go into that cemetery you will see two |
| the hour, he prayed in faith accom-

little wooden crosses in the corner of

*the cemetery set away from the rest,

They read:
Captain
Gerthan Army
Died — 1918
Unknown
R. LP.

Unteroffizier

German Army

Died — 1916
Unknown
R. 1. P,

Empey and his machine-gun
company go “over the top” in a
successful but costly attack on

. the German trenches. The story
of this thrilling charge Is told
in the next installment.

(TO BE CONTINUED,)

Be Above Gossip.

Gossiping is about the most useless
kind of work one could possibly en-
gage In. How much better and more
charitable It is to turn a deaf ear to
cruel truths, to honorably keep silent
about what we have heard, and at the
same time give the unfortunate person
In the case the benefit of our doubt
“Small wits talk much,” Is an old say.
ing and a true one. The girl or woman
who would be truly happy, and who
incidentally would make others happy,
should wisely think twice before she
speaks. and then should put Into words
only thoughts that are cheering and
charitable—New York Evening Mail.

His Duty Done.

The family Is rather demonstrativg
when the various members of the
household come and go. The grand-
children are expected to embrace every
one at the beginning and at the end
of a visit. Fred and Albert were get-
ting into their clothing and muking
their hasty adleux preparatory to
catching their traln home ufter Christ-
mas. “Hurry up, Fred,” Albert shout-
ed: “you're too slow for anything

I've got mine all kissed.”

lads.” A sharp dynamite report, a flare }

shells, and in their light could see two |

lying on the ground close |
Sank, SIS K ! LESSON TEXT—Mark 14:10-72,

saw that they were two German offi- |

“unteroffizier,” a rank one grade higher "

[MPROVED UNIFORM INTERNATIONAL

SUNDAYSCTI00L
LESSON

*(By REV. r. b. rl1iWald i, D. D,
Teacher of English Bible in the
_Moody Bible Institute of Chicago.)

‘(Copyright, 1918, Weatern Newspaper Union.)

" —i

LESSON FOR JUNE 9

_JESUS FACES BETRAYAL
- DENIAL.

AND

‘ GOLDEN TEXT—Watch and pray that
‘ye enter not into temptation.—Mark 14:38.

DEVOTIONAL READING—John 15:1-17.

ADDITIONAL MATERIAL FOR
TEACHERS—Matthew 26:20-29; Luke 22:17-
20, John 13:1-35.

PRIMARY TOPIC—Jesus and his disci-
ples.—Mark 14:12-26.

JUNIOR TOPIC—Jesus betrayed and de-
nled.

|. Judas’ Bargain With the Chief
Priests (vv. 10, 11).

' This black crime was committed
immediately following the beautiful
act of devotion by Mary. The mo-
tive actuating Judas was avarice.
This awful depth of infamy was not

reached at a bound. Because hp did

' not master this besetting sin at the
beaginning, he was conquered by (it.

-

"11. The Last Passover (vv. 12-23).

1. The preparation (vv. 12-16).

In reply to .the disciples’ inquiry
as to where they should prepare the
P_"gssover for him, Jesus told them
ta go into the city where they would
mpaet & man bearing a pitcher of wa-

| In the betrayal.
the captain fell asleep. After about |

 “Godd were It for that man if he had

| ngony was not mere death, but the

‘vet bheen given worthy of answer.

ter, whom they should follow. In
the house to which they were thus

ile{i‘would be found a guest chamber
| —8
| ecoysld make ready the Passover. This
l s an example of Christ's superhuman

room—where they

large upper

knowledge. He not only knew that
the. disciples would meet this man,

| but he knew that Judas had bar-
| galped for his betrayal.

2. The betrayal announced (vv. 17-
21)+

The betrayal was to be by one of

the disciples who was eating with
Jesus. This betrayal had been pre-
dicged, though such prediction did not
int¢rfere with the free act of Judas
It was because of
this- act of treachery being freely
conunitted by Judas that Jesus pro-
nouiced upon him the awful doom—

never been born.”
3.3The bread and the cup instituted

(77.122-25).

II. The Disciples’ Cowardice Fore-
told (vv. 26-31).

In.'spite of their cowardly turning
from, the Saviour, he assures them
that after his resurrection he would
go liefore them into Galilee, Peter
protested against such act of disloy-
alty hy the disciples, and assured the
Lord‘:that though all the rest should
forsake him, yet he would not., The
Lora showed him how little he knew
even ‘of his own best resolve, telling
him that on that very night he would
deny i him thrice. All the disciples
sald the same thing.

IV. The Agony in Gethsemane (vv.
33-42).

The clear vision of the coming
anguish of the Cross, accentuated by
the utter failure of the disciples to
understand or believe, brought upon
him an indescribable anguish of s$oil,
80 he took Peter, James, and John
and went apart to pray. The cup of

sacrificial death for sin,
welght of the world's guilt.
1. The first prayer (vv. 35-38).
Notwithstanding the darkness

under the

of

panied  with a willingness to obey.
When he came and found the three
sleeping Instead of praying, he com-
manded ‘them to watch and pray so
as to bhe fortified against temptation.

V. The Betrayal and Arrest of
Jesus (vv. 43-52).

1. The sign to the mob (vv. 43-47).

With'the basest of hypocrisy Judas
pointed' out Jesus to the mob by a
kiss, the sign of love.

2. Jesus forsaken by all (vv. 48-52).

At the slght of the Master's be-
trayal and arrest, one of his disci-
ples attempted to defend him by re-
sorting to the sword; but seeing that
Jesus made no attempt at resistance,
they all fled. Their courage failed
them in the hour of trial. How little
man knows of his weaknesses unti]
the cructal hour,

Vi. Jesus Before the Sanhedrin (vv
H3-65).

1. Contradictory testimony of false
witnesses (vv. 53-59).

High' Priest's Questions:
83). %

(1) “What Is it that these witness
against thee?' To this Jesus was
silent, showing that no evidence had

(vv. 60

(2) "Art thou the Christ?” To
this he ,definitely replied: %I am”
and quotes a Scripture passage which
they recognize as referring to the
Messiah. This claim they answer
with buffeting ame the most shame-
ful treatment.

VIil. Peter Denies Lord. (vv. 66-72).

Though Peter loves Jesus, yet in
the hour of supreme trial he fails.
Grievous'us his sin Is, it Is not like
thut of Judas. His failure was due to

1. Bousting self-defense (vv. 29-31).

2. Lack. of watchfulness (v. 37).

3. Neglect of prayer (v. 38).

4. Service In the energy of the
flesh (v. 47).

5. Following Jesus afar off (v. M)

8. Seek comfort among the Lord's
‘nemles (v. 87; compart Luke 22:55).

7. Open denial (vv. 68-72).

His backsliding really hegan whep

' tion.

| American Red

e shruna {rom the Cross.

We can face another year of work

with ithmense confldence, in the light

of the recent report of the American
Red Cross on its expenditures in Eu-
rope and America. This report i= a
tevelation and an inspiration. It I8
more than a matter of duty now to be
a busy member of this wonderful,

' wholly modern and efficient organiza-
If this report stirs no pride of
country in the heart of the woman

who reads it she may be sure her soul
is about dead—or held a famishing
prisoner by her self-centered mind.

To be in the midst of a world of

good deeds and to take no part In
them—when the way is always open—
*an you imagine it?

What happens to your dollar when

'you send it forth on Iits errand of

through the medium of the
Cross was explained
in a statement issued as a prebude to
the opening of the campaign for an-
sther $100,000,000 war #und. The
magnitude of the work which the
Red Cross is doing on all battle
fronts and for American prisoners I

mercy

‘Germany Is disclosed by the figures:

Relief work in France....$30,936.103
Relief ‘'work in Belgium.., 2,086,131
Relief work in Italy..... . 4,588,820
Relief work in Russia..... 1,206,908
Rellef work In Roumania. 2,676,368
Relief work im.Serbia..... 894,580
Rellef work In Great Brit-

ain .......... AT N 3,260,230
Other foreign relief work. 4,476,300
'For U. S. prisoners In Ger-

MANY v vvvvnnnanenonnnas 361,664 |

For Red Cross personnel
gent abroad .......
Relief work in U. S......
Army and navy base hos-
pitals 111,006
There are two things the Red Cross
ean always use, it seems; they uare
money and knitted wool socks. Almost

201,300
9,723,823

.................

every woman can furnish one or bhoth |

| shadow of fabric.

of these In some mens.
the Red Cross ladics iy S A
town held a corn-shuckipy 1., b
grain merchant who foundg i 0 L]
to get laborers. They \\u.,-,b,.]”,;'."""
merry tune of $73, whicl, . :
turned In to the Red (e
making themselves justiy
an enterprising chaprer. 7,

proud and we are all proyd ..!"n,._
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Fashion Points of Interest
There are four things in .
are often discussed toduy: 11 ...
uncollared neck line, the <)o \|
the cape back and the luck ¢
blouses. A dressmaker drow o .
tron’s attention to the absenow of 11,
latter garment because of (] [,M'..'l'_
lence of one-piece frocks, a1

Tl How
the shirt waist people were diguy,

upon wash blouses to continie 1.

Rl

business. Sallor collars are not sy
High collars that roll upwurd gt 1),

WA 4 TP

back and down in the front ure not ft-
tached to coats. The collurs thyt g
on bodices of one-piece frucks ond he
fore they reach the collarhone, and the

rest of the decolletage Is untouched by
any line of white.

New Sleeves,

The only sleeve eccentricities of the
present time are very mild ones, Eve
ning gowns, from having no sleeves gt
all, have taken to having long aneel
clouds of tulle that float downwyrd
from the shoulder and, It would seem,
help to fight the coal shortage by keep-
ing their wearers warm by u nere

Anyway, it is ewi-
pently becoming and very much of g
relief after too mmany bare aris. The
single film of chiffon or tulle confers a
Borng effect on arms that ure too
thinl as well as those that are too fat—
both of which have fared but {ll during
the reign of the sleeveless evening
frock,

MAIDS

'DRESS-UP FROCKS FOR LITTLE

In .displays of
or little
worthy ma
requirements of designers. They are
volle, dotted swiss and organdie, and
they are dainty enough and at the
same time strong enough for the small-
est girls’ dress-up. frocks. Volle
has come to be a great favorite on
account of {its wonderful wearing
qualities, which make it worth while
to put careful needlework on it. Dot-
ted swiss is liked because it Is crisp
and fresh looking, and organdie is
chosen for the finest of all dresses
made for the youngest wearers of

sheer frocks. ‘

In the picture the little dress at the
left is of white voile with a smocked
yoke in which heavy blue embroidery
silk is wused for the ornament
stitches. It has a narrow panel gkt
on at the front, making place for #Fo
rows of tiny round crocheted butt®ns
and a narrow sash of the voile finished
with two of the same buttons .sus-
pended on the sillk thread from the
ends. The designer did not over
look opportunities for these little
dangling buttons at the point of the
collar, or forget to Introduce a band
of smocking and fancy stitching on
the cuffs. Altogether this little frock
Is elaborated with considerable needle-
work,

The dress at the right 1s much sim-
pler. It Is made of dotted swiss,
very plain and dainty as to design,
and very crisp and sprightly In ef-

»

midsummer ' frocks |
alds, three fine and trust-
rials appear to fill all the

3
mertime makes

fect. A band of the swiss set hetween
the gathered yoke and skirt is ouf-
lined with fancy stitching in colored
embroldery silk and clusters of thr®
little forget-me-nots are embroidersd
on it—in three groups at the front
and two at the back.

These are the kind of dresses thut
the little girl needs now that sui-
life one perpetil
round of joys, what with excursions
to the park and to the movies #nd
everything, :

frbe B

Gingham Walstcoats.

The gingham walstcont made 8
tentative start for popularity, but wis
soon running down the track at full
speed. All the younger set ure weuls
Ing these waistcoats, the shops show
them at different prices, and they muke
an alluring grouping of color in the

windows. They have started the fusi-
lon for a great variety of skeleton
waistcoats that are worn instead Of
collars. -Many are high-necked, others
have long, sloping, double-breasted

revers. They are less trouble to ul-
just in a blouse or coat than a collurl.
for they have their own fastening and
are kept down at the walst by an elus
tic band.

Pique has come back Into fashion
for these walstcoats, but checked
gingham and plaid muslin lead.

YA i




