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ILDRED not have wor~
ried for fear hér own mother
ould not recognize her because of
he changés that had beén affected
pon her at the beauty silon. When
e finally &rrived home at the
all three room spartment she
und Mrs. McNaughten in
ith one of her attacks. Her moth-
r was %’wen to severe headaches
at confined her to her bed some-
mes for several days. Nerves
* Wvere the only cause any doctor had
ver been able to attribute them to,
and since her mother was a bundle
f nerves, that was as plausible an
xplanation as any.

The remorse that Hildred had
§Luspncted might visit her clamped

?

own like a diver's helmet over
er shiningly ecoiffured head. She
{ ould have come straight home;
he should have been hef to wait
n her mother, to bathe her
robbing temples, make her a cup
{ hot tea. Bul Mrs. McNaughten
isted that everythinithat could
ave been done, had been. “You
now there's nothing anyone can
o for me, dear,” her mother fin-
hed, “except leave me alone until
get over this"

“T'll leave you alone then, darl-

Ing,” she had returned, like the
utiful daughter she always had
Cen.

It was because of her mother's

I cpmplete dependence upon her, in
any more ways than ﬂnanciaily,
?i,mt Hildred had become a county
aurse, The position might not pay

y as well as private nursing, but it
was steadier with an assured and
segular salary., Also, since the
Euul‘:: were definite tou, it enabled
er 1o establish a home for her
Eulhpr. Hildred's other sister was
arried and had four small chil-
9r¢=n 8o that her house was no place
ﬁr a woman who suffered as Mrs,
eNaughten frequently did. Her
one brother was married to a girl

v Who refused to have a mother-in-
w live with them and since this
refusal was backed up by the fact
at the daughter-in-law held the
urse-strings, Bill, the youngest
cNaughten never held a job for

ng and was perfectly willing to

let the wife suppoft
was nothing to
sftuation.
OULD it possibly be because of
her mother ldred's

f responsibility.
that Randy took the attitude h'_l

told Hildred that the doctor prob-
ably would not come in today.
Hildred was disappointed. She

'da&mtb:m | .

if it was only Mamie, remark these
improvements,
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Chapter 4
ILDRED, being young and
pretty and newly awakened
.= 1o a personal interest in herself de-
cided she would tell Mamie, in a
round about way, at least, some of
the thoughts that had so troubled
her she had been unable to rest
She sald, “do you think a woman
knows when a man loves her,
Mamie sat down, on the straight-
Or does she have to tell him—show
him some way. opening his blind
| eyes—make him wake up? Is there
such a thing as taking too much for
granted—on both sides, I mean—if
true love is really there?”
Mamie sat down, on the straight-
backed chair. She said, “Don't
‘know as I know what you would
call ‘true love,’ 'cept in story books
and picture shows. Never have
Jdime for them myself. My first
"husband was a hard worker and I
respected him and married him
‘causc I knew he respected me and
would help me and my family all
he could. He died —killed in a
factory accident. But 1 knew he
loved me if he never had time for
fancy words."”
| Hildred nodded: she knew some-
'thing of the hard struggle this rug-
ged woman had had.
“My second husbhand was no ac-
gount—drank all the time till I had
o threw him out,” Mamie con-
wgould sure make a

"
s

m take he
Eay, never,
right out and
he means to get married to you.
a Hildy?" She terminated her own
reminiscences with a question that
was almost too abrupt. .
“I could hardly do that,” she safd.
“1 guess you are right. I just have
taken too much for granted. May-
be the doctor has, ton. But T woke
up yesterday. I'm going to do

iy S0 o e

had not wanted to see Randy so

something about jit—though what,
1 haven't the slightest idea. I'm
going to have dinner with another
man this evening.” '

You don’t say!” Mamie's eyes
beamed approval, from behind the
spectacles “What's his name and
wherever did vou meet him?"

“He was the man—one of them—
who found me yesterday and drove
me back inte town,” Hildred ‘ex-
plained. “His name is Lanier—Lu-
cien Lanier," she finished. answer-
ing Mamie's last question.

IF‘ a bomb had exploded under

Mamie's chair she could not
have looked more startled.

“Liucien Lanier,” Mamie was
saying, rolling the syllables over
and over. “It musta been him, then.
WEhey pay as;to howshers was talk
of them opening up the big house
again, She's never come back, not
since the old gentleman died and
she took the boy with her and went
to live in foreign parts. To think it
would be him you would be meet-
ing, Hildy. Gold doorknobs th
say, in every room and the bat
fixtures, I got that straight enough
from Martha, mr oldest, when she
was upstairs maid that last winter.
As for the danger, I reckon that
kind is gentlemanly enough when
it comes to fine manners and all
but if I was as ‘!:retty and young as
you, that would make me the more
careful.”

“You might try explalning a
little more,” Hildred suggested,
her smile deepening to show her
dimple. This was one time she
rt Mamie's sentences.
I did efrlﬂh clear
potiémgn that

T

h_"l[nmir- went an, !rl1
about way of explaining,
a counrt thal musta turggd

account, like they say, Shé

much or more, than the prospec?
i ig eing with her own eyés th‘e|

baby. It was a boy. He gefs it al

the whole plantation, ‘tatse the ol

grandpa had been so mad, about |
the count, I reckon, he'd made his |
will leaving it that way. She—the
Countess, onl
old man die
come back now, the boy, he would
be a man, of course, and if be's

Hildred could naot answer that,
the rest was beginning to clear ug
She knew—as did everyone who
ever came here—about the hig
plantation with its groves of tgr-
pentine and cypress, as well ag
various stories rumored about thé
magnificent house built so far ;-
road that no outsider had ever so
much as glimpsed it. There W
tales, too, about the owners, but
they had rhostly died down as the
place dbeenrunsolangbz‘i
caretaker and the ne'Frm employ-
ed to work the land. These made ui
a small village in themselves
lhg were somany in number;

ow that she knew who Luclen
Lanier was she was sorry she had
not found some way to refuse his
invitation “l1 wish I wasn't going,”
she told Mamie.

“Onece won't hurt,” Mamie cor-
soled her. “The doctor 1L set
up and take notice if he thought
vou was keeping company with the
likes of Lucian Lanier. If only for
that, I'd go—though just this once
—if I was you"

“It'll only be once,” Hildred as-
sured her. That would hardly give
Randy reason for jealoudy, or to
believe she was being “courted” or
“keeping company.” Yet it migk:
be enough to shake him up a teeny
bit. She wondered what Mamie
meant by sayln’l Mr. Lanfer's
mother was a “sight in hers¢l4,”
That aroused Hildred's curidsity

ars that, undoubtedly, rum.- |

ors Nad inéreased far beyond real-

[t, .
“ bm was decidedly glad shé had
t thé blue dress,

back home soon after and had the
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“Big Brother” Woodmen are now engaged i
In a campaiyn for boys.

They want to help the sons of their friends
and neighbors to enjoy safe, sound Wood-
men life insurance protection and the
héclth and character-building fraternadl
amd social activities of Boys of Woodcraft.

Ask a “Big Brother” or the local Woodmen
, répresenialive fo explain how your son will
benefli by becoming a Junior Woodman.

WOODMEN of the WORLD

Life Insurance Society
OMAHA. NEBRASEA

Wrecker Service - Motor Rebuilding ;

Wheel and Frame Alignment "
Body and Fender Repair

Glass Replacement - Painting

ALTON B. VICK, Disi. Bep.
Box 621, Phone M-940-1
Morehead City, N. C.

BEAUFORT, N. C.
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TOFTIN MOTOR CO.|-

3 5\ g 557 G g S RN Ny

IT'S THE ONE AND ONLY NEW CAR
. IN ITS FIELD)

T LOOKE W A CUSTOM-BUNT CARI
THE SMARTEST THING ON WHEELS |

s oREAMY ON THE MSiDE, TO0) YOU MeveR SAW
BETTER LOOKING UPHOLSTERY AND HiTtiNGs |

"BARK sedrs
AflE ACTUALLY
SOFA-WIDE!

TWO BRAND.NEW ENGINES,
100 H.P. V-8 OR
95 H.p. siXl

¥

PLACE YOUR ORDER NOW WITH YOUR

IN COMFORT

THERE'S 19 CUBIC FEET
OF USAME SPACE IN THE
LUGGAGE COMPARTMENTI

$EE IT AT OUR SHOWROOMS NOW!
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THREE BIG PEOPLE MDE

AND REAR SEATSI

THOSE “MAGIC ACTION" KING-SIZE BRAKES
ARE BRAKES YOU LOVE TO TOUCH !
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