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lookout gue:l aloft, and the hunt for
menhaden slicks is on. As the first
light of a pale ordilge sun glit.
mers across the leaden sea, the
sedate prows and high crow’s nesis
of ' othér medhsden Boals spring
into view. Here and there are
small shrimpers, already seining
for a catch

When possible, aircraft aid in the
search for the menhadef, relsying
word {o the vessels by radio tele-
phone, which is standard equip-
ment on all pogie boats now. Cap-
tains chatter back and forth on
the circuits inquiring about the
presence of the fish, in friendly
fashion.

Waiting for the fish to appear
is monotonous business for the
crew. Women and [ish are lively
enough topics of bull shoots in
the galley, where a handful of men
swap small talk with Henry the
Cook, (Bonner, Jr. declares that
menhaden fishermen are the big
gest eaters in the world. He main-
tains that Cook could call chow
down again a half hour after break
fast, and another meal as big as
the first one would be consumed
forthwith.)

Down forward in crew's quarters
an endless game of poker, played
with a deck of well-worn cards,
is i progress underneath a light
having the candle power of ap
proximstely two large maltches

Other crew members take advan-
tage of the lulls in activity to catch
up with the “rest of the night”
which they lose by reporting to
work at 4 am

When the lookout sings down
that a school has been sighted, the
striker boatman first goes out
alone, rowing silently so as not
to warn the [ish

After he has determined the
heading of the school, he signals
the two purse boats, These long,
motor-powered boats close in Lo
cither side and ahead of the
school, let down the seine and
then back up for the haul.

The mother ship next comes
alongside, lowers away a dipper
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Or until the big run starts down
{rom the North a whole day may
be spent without éven lowering the
nets.

The capacity of the Bonner L.
Willis is 800,000 fish. With menha-
den now bringing $2.60 a thousand,
the gross value of a single shipload
is $1,560.

Captain Willis has been going to
sea oh menbaden boats sincé he
was 14, and young Bonner began
at the age of 15.

Reared at Willisten, Bonner 1.
Willis, Sr., was wearing short pants
when he started out as a cook for
a pogie boat crew of 16.

Thé mature fish are captured
chiefly in the fall during their

ward migrations to unknown
ocsan spawning grounds, where
they remain until the following
spring. Their food consists almost
wholly of miecroscopic plants and
small crustaceans which swarm at
the surface of the sea. Theése the
penbaden straiis from the water
passing through its seivelike gill
structures.

Little is known about the biology
of the menhaden. In view of the
increased intensity of fishing and
expansion of the (f{ishery, more
complete information is needed,

followed by the three different
species and various “races” of men-
haden in their annual migrations;
location of the oceay spawning
arehs and nutseres; the parasite
which is said to cause sterilization
of the male menhaden; the food
of ménhaden and its  relation to
growth, oil content,”and availabil-
ity: the-relation of the oceanic cli-
mate, and of the fishing intensity
to production and survival of the
young.

Chinese Like U. 8. Comics
SHANGHAI — (AP) — Ameri.
can comic books are flooding
Shanghai. Few bookstores are
without them. Théir popularity,
with children and adults alike,
have {ostered the rapid growth of
the sidewalk vendor, It is general-
ly understood that the comics are
paid for abroad by means that
have been outlawed today but
which are likely to continue be
cause their delivery is made

scientists say, such as the routes through the post office.

He has been engaged in the men-
haden industry ever since, with the
exception of lwo years when Lhe
depression hit the industry and he
turned to fishing for food fish.

He says he, started menhaden

COAL—And Get the Mosi—and Most
Satistying—Heat For Your Home

fishing again in 1925. The price
theh was 40 certs a 1,000 {ish, and
crow  members were laking due

Let us solve your Winter heating problems by filling your
bins mow with choice Coals from our present large stocks,

bills &t the grocery stores for their
grub, to be paid from time to lUme
| by the owber of the boat. He was
tworking then for W. A. Mace on
the Convoy.

Captain Willis worked for Wal-
lace Fish co. for 40 years, but he

Phone M 3701

Your orders will receive osur prompt attention.
WE APPRECIATE YOUR BUSINESS

CARTERET ICE AND COAL COMPANY

“Since 1898"

Morehead City

now sells his fish to Beaufort Fish-
eries,

“1 reckon up to this time l've
helped cateh more fish than any
man living,” he opined. Putl into
figures, it would add up to some-
thing like 550 million fish.

His biggest haul in a single day
wis between seven and eight thou-
sand pounds of menhaden, taken
in two trips,

Williams Serves in Navy

Richard L. Williams, seaman,
USN, son of Mrs. Paul Williams
of 107 North 11th st, Morehead
City, is serving with subordinale

Welcome
Fishermen

WE HAVE SERVED YOU FOB MANY YEARS
LET US SERVE YOU NOW

group one of the Boston Group,
Atlantic Reserve Fleet, billeted
aboard the barracks ship USS Col-
leton in the Naval Shipyard, South
Boston Annex, Boston, Mass,

BARBOUR’S
MARINE SUPPLY COMPANY

Machinists, Blacksmiths, General Bepairing,
Electric & Acetylene Welding

UNIVERSAL & JOHNSON MOTORS

Day Phone 3311 ——- Nite Phong 5096
1. 0. BARBOUR, Mgr,

BEAUFORT, N. C.
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