
Crew Murders Passengers,
Fiery Ghost Ship Still Sails

(The following legend of North Caroliaa mi ml kj Hiss Ethel
Whitrhurst, Beaafort. at the meeting at the CMBty Hiatorleal Asso¬
ciation at Beanfort Oct 25).

Thia legend appeared in a magazine published in
Charleston in 1802.

Suggestion for it came from the history of the Palatines,
German Protestants who fled to England in the 18th een-

tury. By 1709, 13,000 of these had settled in England and
become a social problem.
Queen Anne agreed with the gov-'

eminent upon a colonization
scheme proposed by the Baron
Christoph Von Graffenried, where¬
by, among other things. Von Graf¬
fenried was to transport 100 Pala¬
tine families to the Ncuse-Trent
area of North Carolina.
In January 1710, the Palatines

left England. "After a disastrous
and stormy voyage of 13 weeks,
during which about one-half of the
settlers died, the transports
reached Virginia, and as they en¬
tered the James River a French
privateer plundered one of the ves¬
sels and deprived the passengers
of everything they had.
The group, greatly reduced in

numbers, finally reached the
Chowan River, where Thomas Pol¬
lock provided them with certain
necessities' and furnished ships to
transport them to their ultimate
destination." Thus the Palatines
were the first settlers of New Bern.
The story reads: "There is a

tradition of the North Carolina
shores, which we have at present
in a crude state, but which, in the
hands of some of our romancers,
may be wrought into a most beau¬
tiful fiction. It has a subject of
even recent assertion, certified by
the sworn testimonies of credible
persons, that, annually, at a cer¬
tain period in every year, a lum¬
inous object, having the exact ap¬
pearance of a ship on fire, appears
upon the coast.

"Seeming to burn furiously, it
yet speeds along, undiminished in
fiery bulk and volume, sailing
with incredible rapidity until out
of sight, but again suddenly re¬

appearing at the original point,
and pursuing the same identical
route.and in this progress, to and
fro, it continues throughout that
particular night of the year which
is appropriate to its exhibition."
This singular spectacle is ac¬

counted for by the following story:
The burning ship goes by the'

name of the "Ship of the Pala¬
tines." The tradition is that same
time in the reign of the first
George, a small company of that
class of emigrants who were
known as German Palatines, were
provided with a ship in London,
at the public expense, that they
might be transported to this coun¬
try.

It is well known that this sort
of assistance was frequently ren¬
dered to a class of people who in
most cases were exceedingly poor.
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It so happened, however, that the
Palatinei in question were in ra¬
ther better circumstances than was

commonly the case with their
countrymen.
They had money, but, with a

.mall cunning, they affected a de¬
gree of poverty, without the no¬
toriety of which, the help of gov¬
ernment.not to speak of private
charities.would have been with¬
held.
They had accumulated gold, ves¬

sels of silver, goods of various
kinds and value.their whole stock
which had been parsimoniously
preserved, and carefully concealed,
with all the art of a small and
selfish community. Their treasures
occupied but little space, and were
cautiously put from sight in the
mass of their inferior baggage.
In this condition of things, they

went aboard the vessel which had
been provided for them, and soon
after put out to sea.
The voyage was a protracted

one, in a half rotten bark, and
with head winds a great part of
the time. Wearied out with con¬
finement, and sickened with a sort
of travel to which they were un¬

accustomed, the poor Palatines
heartily rejoiced when they at
length saw land.
They made the coast of North

Carolina late in the day, and see¬
ing the shore so nigh the poor
creatures, half mad with jojr, be¬
gan to hoist their baggage in readi¬
ness for the promised landing. But
they were destined to be disap¬
pointed. In the excitement of the
occasion and moment, they forgot
their prudence, and either an ex¬
hibition of their wealth, or some
words escaped them which led the
captain of their vessel to suspect
their possession of it.
His greedy eye had beheld their

treasures, or his greedy ears had
heard their foolish boast oi pos¬
sessions which they hid never
made public in England.
' Tfie discovery awakened the
devil in his heart. He gave the
sign to the mate; perhaps inti¬
mated his object to the seamen
generally. In those days the pro¬
fession of piracy was not M odious
as it is in ours.

Successful piracy, indeed, was
rather an honorable buiiness; and
he who practiced it with most pro¬
fit was likely to acquire from it
most honor. It was only discredit¬
able, like any other ipeculation,
when unprofitable.
At all events, the captain, deter¬

mined upon possessing himself of
the wealth of the poor emigrants,
contrived to baffle their purpose
of landing upon the shores which
seemed to them so trigh and In¬
viting.

It was not difficult for him *0
to manage his vessel, as to con¬
vince them that landing was im¬
possible until the ensuing day. The
hope deferred which maketh the
heart grew sick, drove the greater
part of them to their hammocks.
Their baggage, with the unhappily
exposed wealth, was again re¬
stored to the interior of the ship.
But a few young men sat upM

the deck, watching the faint lines
of the land, until swallowed up la
darkness; even then, with eyes
straining in the direction of the
shore for which they yearned, con¬
versing together, in their own lan¬
guage, in hope and confident ex¬
pectation of their future fortunes.
While thus employed, the captain

and his crew, in another part of
the vessel, were concocting their
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fearful scheme of villainy. The
hour grew late, the nifht deep
eaed; the few Germans who re¬
mained on deck, stretched them¬
selves out where they were, and
were soon composed in slumber.
While thus.under the peaceful

cope and canopy of heaven.in a

slumber which the solemn star¬
light, looking down upon them|
seemed to hallow, the merciless
murderers, with cautious footsteps
and hared weapons, sat upon them.
The cabin door of the vessel had
been fastened.the entrance closed
t« the hold.
Each seaman stood by his vic¬

tim, and at a signal they all struck
together. There was no chance
given for struggle.the murderers
had planned their crime with con¬

summate deliberation and skill.
A spasmodic throe of some mus¬

cular frame.a faint cry.a slight
groan may have escaped the vic¬
tims but little more. At least, the
poor sleepers below were un¬
ionised by the event.

The deck cleared of the mur¬
dered men, the murderers de¬
scended stealthily to the work, be¬
low. Passing from berth to berth
with the most fiendish coolness,
they struck.seldom twice.almost
always fatally men, women and
children; the old. the young.the
tender and strong.the young mo¬
ther, and the poor angel-innocent
but lately sent to earth.all per¬
ished, or were incapable of arrest¬
ing the objects of the criminals.
We may fancy for ourselves the
horror of such a scene.

We may imagine some one or
more of the victims waking under
the ill-directed knife awakening
to a vain struggle.unkindly alarm¬
ing those into consciousness who
had no strength for conflict. Per¬
haps, a mother may have fouod
strength to rise to her knees, im¬
ploring mercy for the dear child
of her heart and hope, and may
have been suffered to live suffi¬
ciently long to see its death strug¬
gle, its wild contortions, in the
grasp of the unrelenting assassin.
Art may not describe such a

scene, truly, an imagination can
hardly conceive it. They perished,
one and all.that little family of
emigrants . and the murderers,
grouped around the treasures
which had dammed their hearts
into the worst hell of covetousness
crime, were now busy among
themselves; what division they
made, and with what temper they
carried on the consultation, is, of
course, only matter for conjecture.
But tradition, which is always

sufficiently courageous for conjec¬
ture, asserts, that having pos¬
sessed themselves of all that was
valuable in the ship.all that could
be easily appropriated.they de¬
termined to set her on fire, as the
only mode to conceal thoroughly
the bloody testimonies of their
crime.
Their boats were accordingly

launched at midnight. The night
was atill calm, still beautiful, still
looking down as innocently ai if
there were no crimes.as if death
had never been born among the
children of men.

Having transferred their spoils
to the boati, and completed their
preparations, the vessel was set
on fire. The fire, fed by tar and
other matter, seized instantly upon
the combustible fabric.
The flames rose triumphaniy in

air, rushing from stem to (tern,
from keel to bulwark, from the
deck to the highest point of the
towering mast, involving shroud
and sail, rope and line, in one gen¬
eral blaze; but, to the astonished
eyes of the murderers, the* ob¬
jects soon became distinctly articu¬
lated, each in its own outline, by
the bright, burning, but uncon-
suming fire.
Fast as they fled.stoutly as they

pulled for land.they gazed with
karror and consternation upon the
wondrous spectacle behind them.
a ship on fire that would aot barn
.a fire that would not destroy its
object, nor conceal, in its smoke,
the form which it so completely
enveloped! Strange and wondrous
spectacle Indeed.

It continued all night to burn.
speeding on with the wind.now
passing out of fight, and anon,
visible, flaming forever, back
again, on the very spot where the
crime had been committed.
With Ike dawn of day, it had
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Buy These Holiday Values
Sultana Larf* or Small.Spatially Priced

Stuffed ©lives ""ft*-49c
Ann Paga Creamy Frail.

Mayonnaise f 55c
Pick of Carolina Brand Plcktai

Sweet Midgets 12-Os.
Gton

Hunt's Tomato Paste & 10c Paper Plates
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29c
,SR. 10c

& 49c
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0 .

ANN PACK PBE8B
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MkUfSUI 34kM>|C>X*5
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