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By Mark Barron

pening night of a topflight musi-"
cal show on Broadway laan't as
simple as the gay premiere pers
formance seems to indicate. It
means work, work, work on the part
of librettists, composers, lttn.'l
chorus girls, electricians, stage'
hands and the scores of others who
are needed to raise the curtain on
a triumphant opening night. {
Typical is the musical, “Whoop=
Up," which will open on Broadway
on December 18, Similar to an auto=
mobile assembly line, the musical
is the result of expertly assembling
many various parts,

Rehearsals are subdivided into’
several sections., The leading play=|
ers rehearse their lines without
music. Dancers, who must begin
rehearsing a week earlier than the
other players, and the singers re-|
hearse in separate groups, All these
are later neatly hemstitched toe!
gether, e

Rehearsals are constantly !nter-
rupted by trips to the costume de<)
signers for fittings, to the haire
dressers and to various other es-
tablishments needed for the cast to
get ready for opening night, A"run-
through' or dress rehearsal without.
sats is staged on the night before
opening,

_ On this page, "Whoop-Up" beging
_ o e to_take shaps, in its_carly hard,
e P, T : v - it I r.ﬂﬁm ‘“-_‘-:_
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Co-pmlelr Ernest Martin dl-cuuu soript with P. J,
Kelly, 78, who's said to be oldest actor on Broadway,
Kelly will portray a 105-year-old Indlan Chief.

Dancers ; ite Actors enjoying brief reat watch rehearsal of dancers Eleanor
~ fter, uﬂmﬂ-muﬂrhm . Dian and Salvador Juarez, who are reflected ia mirror on wall,




