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“AND, LO, THE STAR, which they saw in the cast, went before
them, till it came and stood over where the young Child was. When
they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy."

(Matthew 2:9-10)
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“AND THERE WERE IN THE SAME COUNTRY shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch
over their flock by night. And lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord
shone round ubout them: and they were sore afruid. And the angel suid unto them, fear not, for
behold, | bring you good tidings of great joy, which <hall be 10 all people.™ (Luke 2:8-10)
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antahala Sale

RALEIGH - The State Udli-
les Commission granted per-
mission Monday to Nantahala
Power and Light Co. o sell
distribution lines to Duke
Power Co,, and retain its
main generating faciliry.

The 4-1 decision was ac-
gompanied by a sharp, 56
page dissent from Com-
missioner Thomas Eller, who
pontended, in effect, that the
tion severely compromised
principle of eminent do-
main.

By not disposing of its gene-
ating facility, Nantahala was
jeft o continue supplying pow-
w its parent firm, Alum-
Co,, of America, which
ms a plant across the line
in Tennessee,

Opponents of the deal con-
inded that the state had pub-
ic service in mind when it
tave Nantahala the power of
tminent domain to condemn
Broperty in its Western North
Darolina Service Area when
constructed its facilites,
‘Nantahala, proposing t sell
he distribudon facilities and
r property for 4 million
ars, wld the commission
Is power capacity would not
o it through 1965,

| The commission, in giving
Duke the franchise to Nanta-
a's service area in the
puntain countes of Jack-
pn, Macon, Graham, Chero-

fantahala

ss Hails
9 - 10 n $
FRANKLIN - J. M, Archer,
ssident of Nantahala Power
d Light Company, hailed the
th Carolina Udlides Com-
sion’s approval of the
nsfer of Nantahala's dis-
Mbution facilides to Duke

pwer Company as being in
best interests of all con-

| Mr, Archer said, ‘' The peo-
of Southwestern North
rolina can now enjoy the
lany benefits offered by Duke
r Company, including an
jcrease in the supply of power
ready available for future
sion needs, accelerated
hdustrial promodon and as-
urance of the return of the
d Nantahala rates for a
d of three years.
' *Duke’s record for per-
Mading new industry o locate
h its service areas should
plp make it feasible for the
wng folk ot Macon, ]ack-
m, Swain, Graham, Clay,
gd Cherokee Countes tw find
ftable employment at home,
! d of educating our sons
hd daughters for the benefit
[ other locales, we can now
pld this valuable reservoir of
jlent for the future develop-
jent of this six-county com-
'_ W'"
[ Archer sald thathe was also
jeased that the many loyal
i faithful people who work
it Nantahala will continue
) be employed, “Present ar-
ements provide,” said
Archer, “‘that some of
personnel will be trans-
fred © Duke Power, where
pir service records will be
d, thereby allowing
ty for advance-
in the larger udlity, The
Nantahala employees
remain with our company
it continues w be a good
ate citizen and em-

%

per in the area.”’
‘Duke’s acquisiton of the
) facilides,” said

y will almost be like

& new business w the

punity, and itcan reason-
f be expected that the fut-

plovment of Duke and
gahala will be greanyr than
| previously enjo by

fahala alone.”
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To Duke OK’d
By 4-1 Vote

kee, Clay and Swain, directed

Due w place inw effect for
three years, the rates which
Nantahala had charged before
July 16, 1961,

On that date /Nantahala ap-
plied for a 33 1/3 percent
rate increase which it plac-
ed int effect under bond,
The commission has notruled
on that applicaton,

““After the three year mora-
torium,”” Eller said, the im-
plication is that Nantahala's
former North Carolina cus-
omers **would be stepped up
w the much higher Duke
rates,"”

He also said it had been
implied that *if public op-
positon to the ‘sale’ were
withdrawn, or if the Udlides

Commission should approve
the ‘sale’ Nantahala would
withdraw its extortionate

‘bonded’ rates and make re-
funds of all the excesses ex-
tracted from its customers."’

Eller's dissent ranged thru
the development of the Nanta-
hala firm and through a de-
tailed discussion of the law of
eminent domain and its
connectlon with public, rather
than private, service,

He wrote, *‘there simply is
no other way'" that the firm
could have blocked, control-
led, backed and diverted the
streams of North Carolina."

“Now,"* he continued,
““Nantahala strips all pretense
of interest in the public of
Western North Carolina, dis-
cards {ts prose, forgets lis
pronouncements, allegatons
and commitments, and asks
this commission to . , .divert
the use of substantally all its

vast locatons and its extensive

water and land rights, from
the public purpose for which
they were obtained to a use,
and for a purpose, which is
primarily private and for the
direct and primary benefit -
not in a special preference of
a private holding company in
another state, And, somehow,
the majority purports to ap-
prove such diversion."

Eller said, *the actual is-
sue here should turn more
on what Nantahala is keeping
than what it is selling.”

“Were Alcoa proposing w
sell,” he added, *‘and Duke
proposing t buy, ownership
and control of all that which
Nantahala has devoted to
public udlity service in this
state, whether by stock rans-
fer or by conveyance of all
asseis impressed with the
public mrust, the great issue
in this case would be sub-
stantially eleminated,"’

Citing a 1952 case in which
Nantahala requested aratein-
crease for all Industrial cus-
tomers except Alcoa, Eller
said, *“This commission ap-
proved the increases in ow,
Both the Supreme Court and
Superior Court reversed this
commission in wto, using per-
haps the swongest language
ever directed by superior
authority o this commission
and a public utllity under its
regulaton.”

He added, *"'1 cannot, of
course, speak for the others,
but for me, Alcoa's motve
is again embarassingly ob-
vious: It has all along need-
ed all the low-costhydroelec-
ric power it can get for its
aluminum plant in Tennessee

L1

The three-year-old case,
which along with the rate pro-
posal, ran inw 5,444 pages of
transcript, was termed by
Eller as "‘among the most
critcal ever raised in North
Carolina,”

He charged that the major-
ity has foundered “‘under the
muse of technical ex-
pediency.*

“The people’s use of their
greatest natural asset appears
lost forever," he said, “"The

“FOR UNTO YOU is born this das in the vity of Dasid a Saviour,
which is Christ the Lord. And this shall be sign anto sou: se shall

find the Babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lving in o manger.™
(Luke 2:11-12)
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Early Paper
Next Week

Next week's editdon of The
Cherokee Scout and Clay
County Progress will be
sent m the Murphy Post Of-
fice Monday, Christmas Eve
night, Dec, 24, Joe Ray, Mur-
phy postmaster, has informed
the newspaper that postal em-
ployees will not work Christ-
mas Day, Dec, 25, The mail
will be delivered as usual on
Wednesday, Dec. 26,

Rural Route and city dell-
very patrons should receive
their newspaper on Wednesday
next week.

The Scout office will be
closed Tuesday and Wednes-
day, Dec, 25, and 26,

The r for the week
following will be published on
Thursday, ] an, 3, and the Scout
office will be closed Tuesday,

Jan, 1,

All adverdsements and
news copy for the early edi-
ton Christmas week must be
in the Scout office by 9 a.m,
Monday, Dec, 24,

All copy received on Mon-
day stands a chance of not
getting into the paper,

WEATHER

Date Perc,
12 20 -2 0,02
13 27 -7 0,00
14 40 1§ 0.00
15 47 9 0.00
16 50 30 0,05
17 59 24 0.00
18 69 21 0.00

FORECAST - Thursday,

overcast, showers and oc-
casional rain; Friday, pardy
cloudy, cooler; Sawrday and
Sunday, chance of showers,

Christmas Eve,
Christmas

Services Set

Services of Holy Com-
munion will be held at %:00
a.m. Christmas Day, Tuesday,
December 25, at the Messiah
Episcopal Church in Murphy.
The service will be conducted
by the Rev, Bruce Green of
Copperhill, Tenn,

Evening Prayer and Carol
services will be held Christ-
mas Eve, Monday, December
24, at 11:00 p.m,

According w Rev, Hamilwon
Whitter members of all other
denominatdons are cordially
invited artend these
services

MURPHY WOMAN'S CLUB members, with husbands as
ts, held their annual Christmas party at the New Regal

T  Ringing bells in churches,

5-.Bells-

for solemn and glad cere-
monial occasions, goes back
¥ 1o about 7 A.D.

In early Britain church
bells tolled for an hour on
Christmus Eve, announcing
to Satan the coming of
Christ. At midnight, joy-
ous peals heralded Christ's
- birth.

MOTHER AND CHILD -

Dean Mintz, a senior at Mur-
phy High School is the ardst
that drew this line drawing
of Mary and the infant Jesus,
Mintz is the son of Mr, and
Mrs, Everett Mintz of Mar-
ble,

tel Monday, Dec, 17, at 7:30 p.m, Special guests were

Mr, and Mrs, iol-rt Bruce.

Blakemore, presiden
check for $338,00 m Mrs, Bruce for the purchase of an

sudiometer, Mrs, Bruce,

therapist in the Cherokee

s .“m—-—; L ——

PAID

SECOND CLASS POSTAGE
5 ARODLINA

AT MURPHY . NORTH C

The Cherokee County Board
of Commissioners met in a
special session Monday, Dec,
17, to name list takers and
listing places for the forth-
coming tax lisdng period
which begins in January.

List takers for the
Murphy Township are Milt
English and D, V, Carringer;
Shoal Creek - Walter Ander-
son and A, A, Williamson;
Beaverdam - Lester Taylor
and Mrs, Lotie Murphy; Hot-
house-John Hampton andMrs,
Geraldine Lominac: Noda -
J. H. Monteith and Arnold
Hughes,

Following some discussion
the two Republican members
of the boardpassedon the Rev,
Weldon West and Mrs, Posey
Crisp of Marble as the list
takers for Valleyown Town-
ship. W. T, Moore abstained.

In other business, a blanket
bond of $5,000 was placed on
the commissioners,

Lloyd Ramsey's, in antci-
paton of being named a deputy
sheriff, request o buy State
Trooper R, N, Ensley's patrol
car from the State Patrol
after the cer was turned in,
was twrned down, The state
stated that patrol cars arenot
sold to privae individuals,

A bid by the Columbia Tower
Clock Co,., In the amount of
$785, © repair and electrify
the courthouse clock was
tabled,

Request by landowners for
addidons w four county roads
were turned down by the State
Highway Commission because
right-of -way agreements could
not be obtained,

In a copy of a letter © Ben
Roney, Direcror, Secondary
Roads, State Highway Com-
mission, Raleigh, from F, L,
Hutchison, Division Engineer,
it was recommended that the
additon of the Loudermilk
Road not be added to the sec-
ondary road system because
Mr, J. G. Whitmore refused
to sign the Right-of-Way A-
greement,

In another lerter, the ad-
didon of the Postell Road
was turned down because Alice
G. Crowell and husband, Carl
Gibson and wife, refused o
sign the Right - of - Way
A ment,

addidon of the Jenk-
ins Road was turned down be-
cause Mr, ]. C, Hensley, Ir.,
would not sign the Right-of-
Way Agreement, according w
a copy of a leter received

Damaged Text

issioners Name
y Tax Listers

the commissioners voted ©
publish in Murphy and And-
rews new: rs a notce of
the list takers and places of
listing taxessin all the var-
fous ownships,

The commissioners agreed
to pay Ivie Funeral Home
$75.,00 esch for two funeral
services conducted recently,

On a moton by L, N, Cole,
and seconded by W, T.Moore,
the Christmas holidays were
set for Tuesday and Wednes-
day, Dec. 25, and Dec, 26,
and New Year’s Day, Jan.l.

The commissioners agreed
to donate $10 for Christmas
decorations in the courthouse,

The salary for John Donley,
tax supervisor, was set at
$360.00 and $40.00 travel ex-
pense, instead of $400,00 per
month as set two weeks ago,

On a moton by L. N, Cole
and seconded by W, T, Moore,
Hobart Hughes, Chairman of
County Board of Elecdons,
will be notified © move the
board of elecdons office from
the present location on Ten-
nessee Street w the sheriff's
office in the courthouse,

The sheriff will move his
office into the State Highway
Patrol office,

Lee Shields and his daugh-
ter, Eunice, met In closed
session with the commission-
ers, The purpose of their
meeting was undisclosed,

Record
Cold
Subsides

Record-breaking early sea-
son cold invaded the tri-state
area last week, causing the
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