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NEW AUDIOMETER, rec

Murphy and Andrews schools,

Women's Club {s demonstrated

— :ﬂ._ '__‘._ w—
Mrs, is shown testing the hearing

daughter of Mr, and Mrs, L, L, Mason of Murphy. (Scout Phom)

Hearing Tests Show 15.7%
Of Students In County

Have Hearing Impairments

MURPHY - Many children
in public schools suffer from
some degree of hearing
impairment and this loss is
often not recognized by the
teacher or the speech cor-
rectonist, Many tmes the
child with a loss of hearing
is labeled as withdrawn, in-
attentive, or low intelligence,

Recognizing ,this simaton
could exist in the schools of
Cherokee County, the Mur-
phy Women's Club busied
themselves with raising the
money w buy an audiometer,
a machine used t test the
hearing of each ear, for use by

the speech therapists in the
three school umits in the
county,

A $338,00 audiometer was
bought by the club and pre-
sented © the school on Jan,
1 of this year. The machine
is recommended by the N, C,
State Department of Public
Instrucdon, It is the goal of
the speech therapist o sweep
check the hearing of every
student,

Since the machine was put
into use, 1,553 swudents at
Marble, Murphy, and And-
rews have had their hearing
ested by the sweep test
method. Each swmdent was
checked up w 15 decibels, the
wp frequency of normal hear-
ing, The testing began a minus
-10 decibels, If the student
missed two or more frequenc-
ies during the sweep test, then
a more thorough treshold test
is given,

According © Mrs, Bruce,
three students can be given
the sweep every 15 minutes
and rewmurned to class, The
treshold test requires more
dme,

On Feb, 1, 735 students at
Murphy completed the sweep
testing, Of this total 121 child-
ren failed the test,

The Marble school has also
been completed, Out of 121
students tested, 22 falled,

Mrs, Bruce is in the pro-
cess of testng the hearing of
the students at Andrews now,
She has completed tests on
680 and has 20 more tests
o make, Out of the 680, 101
have falled the sweep test,

The results © date show
that out of 1,553 students test-
ed, 244, or 15,7 per cent,
falled the test indicating some
hearing impairment, Treshold
west will be given to these
children w determine the ex-
tent of the hearing im-
pairment,

In the wteshold test, each
frequency is tested o see just
where the student hearson the
frequency, This type of west
shows how great a loss the
stdent has on each frequency,
Two such tests, or audiograms
are made before the parent
is notified of the child’s hear-

ing loss,
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and nerve deafness: loss in
the low wnes, severe loss in
the high wnes, some de-
generation of the nerve, and
some blockage of the sound
by air in the externsl or mid-
die ear,

All three types of deaf-
ness stem from two causes:
congenital deafness and ac-
quired deafness,

Congenital deafness refers
w deafness of a hereditary
nature or one due to birth
injury,

Acquired deafness is caused
by brain infections, infections
of the ear, Injuries of the ear,
or owsclerosis,

A aid is usually re-

when the hearing
loss exceeds 30 or 35 d b,
In the twilight area between
15-25 d b lip reading Instruct-
fon {s recommended, When the
loss is berween 35 and 75d b,
a hearing aid is recommend-
ed and also lip reading and
suditory training be given, If
the loss exceeds 75 d b, lip
reading is a vital necessity
since a hearing aid may be
almost useless,

A hearing conservaton
program will include: screen-
ing test, audiometric test, re-
ferral © a clinic w be seen
by an owlogist, medical care,
and special educadonal re-
commendatons, preferred
placement, individual hearing
ald, speech reading, auditory
training, acoustic training.

Characteristics of Deaf and
Hard - Of - Hearing children
are: speech andlanguage come
slowly, under constantemo-
tional tension, abnormal voice
quality, and seeming inability
o understand,

These are the characteris-
tdcs of hard - of - hearing
and desf children in whom
the defect is known w exist,
The teacher end speech cor-
rectionist need  know some
characteristic symptoms of a
hearing loss so that they may
help identify children with un-
detected hearing losses, The
characteristc marks of a
hearing loss are: verbal di-
rectons ignored consistentdy,
close observation of the fact
of the meacher, consistently
the head  one side, appar-
ent and repeated confusions

in understanding the speechof
others, reading disability,

errors, f{requent
colds with ear discharge,
spells of dizziness, and ex-
cessive fatigue during class
recitation,

HELPING THE
ACOUSTICALLY
DEFECTIVE CHILD

The classroom teacher and
speech correctionist have a
dual role w fill in teaching
the hard-of-hearing or deaf
child, They must (1) help the
child © make an adequate
social adjustment with his
classmates and (2) help the

portant © the hard-of-hearing
or deaf child that it must be

important abllides w be gain-
edin ldml.

deaf child, Fortunately such an
attempt i{s no longer neces-
sary. It is now possible for
the deaf child w learn © use
8 limited vocabulary thatwill
enable him ® communicate
with no loss of meaning, This
m-mo(o-tmndlgqmp
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HEARING TESTS

All children who exhibit
some hearing loss are often
called deaf but deafness is a
matter of degree, There are
several methods by which the
degree of deafness may be de-
termined,

A screening test s usually
the first step w discover if a
child's hearing is normal, The
screening t=st may be (1) a
watch dck wst, (2) a voice
wst, (3) a phonograph wst,
(4) an audiometric sweep test,
If there is a hearing loss evi-
dent the screening test if fol-
lowed by a diagnostc test
(audiometric test),

The of hearing loss can
be determined from the audio-
gram, A conductve type loss
will show a slightor moderate
loss in the low wnes and nor-
mal responses in the high
wnes, A nerve type loss will
show normal hearing in the low
wnes and down below
S0 d b in the high wnes, The
mixed type loss is shown by
a slight or moderate loss in
the low tnes (above 50 d b)

and dipping down below 50d b |

in the high tones, 50 d b is the
point of differentation between
conductve and nerve type los-
ses,

The audiogram tells only
half the swry. It determines
the individuals ability © hear
pure tones only, Speech recep-

ton Threshold Tests are need-

ed o determine the individuals
functdonal hearing, such as:
Spondee, the Phonetically Bal-
anced Word Lists (P B), and
Continuwus Discourse Test,

The Spondee Test consists
of 42 words each with two
syllables of equal accent,
The P, B, Word Lists con-
tain 50 words such as “are,
bad, bar,” The Continuous
Discourse Test is a thres-
hold test for hearing of con-
tnuous speech,

The speech correctionist is
primarily interested in help-
ing the hard-of-hearing child
conserve his present hearing
and o reswre any speech
sounds which may have been
lost, In order w do this, the
correctonist must be aware
of each sound element on the
frequency range. Each speech
sound has a different phonetic
power,

Arranging the sounds which
are most powerful t the
sounds which are leastpower-
ful, they are: pure vowels,
semi-vowels, unvoicedfricat-
ives, swp and fricative con-
sonants, and the unvoiced th,

The unvoiced th and the s
sre very high frequency
sounds, Therefore, hard-of-
hearing adults and children
omit the s sound entirely or
develop a lateral lisp,

RANGER MAN COMES UP
WITH LITTLE INVENTION

RANGER - Mr, R, J. Stire-
walt of the Ranger Community
in his spare tme, has come
up with a lirde inventon which
will save him some money,
tdme and do a much more ef-
ficient job, For some time he
has needed a bolus gun m use
for young scouring calves, In-
stead of buying a gun, he used
a piece of rubber hose about
15 inches long and inside this
hose he used an old bamery
cable as a plunger, With his
knive, he enlarged one end of
the hose enough w hold the
bolus sulmet,

Now Stirewalt says, “l can
hold and give the necessary
dosage myself, 1 need no one
w hold the calf and can make
sure the sulmet tablet will
not be coughed back up,*’

Cherokee Scout & Clay County
Progress, Thurs,, Mar, 7, 1963

Home Economic
Classes Hear

Hair Stylist
MURPHY -

Beautiful 9 pc. Set
Sofa Bed and Chair-2 Lamps- 1 Coff
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—OTHER BARGAINS—
UNDEFR

‘AODEL TA-212W

General Electric

FAMOUS STRAIGHT LINE DESIGN
Needs no door clearance at side

600 x 16 H
Exchange Plus Tax
GOODYEAR NO MONEY
TREAD DES l GN EASY TERMS DOWN

A step-up in
durability

18-Month
Road Hazard
Guarantee

INCLUDING
COMPACTS

Dial-Defrost
Refrigerator

Proof of Quailty! Crver
7 Milien G-E ®piri-
peraters In e W0
Years or More.

118 Cu. Fr.
Net Velume

L-WEATHER

More safety and
JALL POPULAR SIZES

General Electric

* 2 Cycle Washer
*3 Wash Te
* 2 Rinse Temperatare

* Water Saver for Small

11

BLACK Tube Type

W e
Service
" What

We Sell

# DOUVRLE EEROOMCED IO MIOOF DORSES
o reaataOUS LA TIRE OF TOR CRADE 59"

FOAM
PILLOWS

EASTER
BUNNIES

TOWEL SET

$1.0

Famous G.E.

Spacemaker

So beautiful! So smort! So easy to own! Picture
our family, relatives and friends in your dining
area with this beautiful suite.

Big 121b. Load

Filter-Flo

PAY ONLY $2.00 WEEKLY

Mode! M 200 L
* Bullt In
Telescoping -

* Big 21" Oven

* Convenienl Keyboard
Control

*Easiest Range to Keep Clean

srature

Medium and Large Leads

*199

138

Reg. $239.95

Free Normal Installation




