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Heel state resident.
He is busily renovating a 94-year- 

old house in Hillsborough - recon
structing it detail by detail, the way 
he works on his novels.

“Doing this is an act of philan
thropy,” Gurganus says as he takes a 
visitor through a series of rooms 
marked by traces of former 
grandeur.

“1 found this house just as it was 
about to topple into decay. There was 
a five-foot cedar tree growing out of 
the gutter and the house hadn’t been 
painted in 40 years. It was known as

the witch’s house or Boo Radley’s 
house,” a reference to a character in 
the book, “To Kill a Mockingbird.”

In New York, Gurganus was 
active in AIDS charities and as a vol
unteer “buddy” for people Uving with 
HIV and AIDS.

In the mid-1980s, he helped orga
nize a group called Writers Against 
Jesse Helms that protested the con
servative U.S. Senator’s efforts to cut 
federal funding for the arts.

Now that he’s settled in North 
Carolina, Gurganus is eager to 
become part of the effort to build 
community in the Triangle. He 
recently appeared at a fundraiser for 
the Fund for Southern Communities 
“Southern Outlook” program to fund

gay organizations. And he may 
return to teaching - something he has 
done in the past.

While public attitudes have pro
gressed since Gurganus had his first 
short story published in The New 
Yorker magazine in the early 1970s - 
a story he says was the magazine’s 
first about a gay character - more 
needs to be done.

When asked if it has been difficult 
to be an openly gay author, 
Gurganus pauses and gives a smile 
just this side of shy.

“It’s fun to be able to be forth
right,” he says. “Those of us who 
were brought up not to be boat rock
ers have to get used to it. You have to 
learn to be noisy.”
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on the amount of trauma that child 
will experience,” says Chris Wynne, 
chairperson of Childwatch Inc.

In addition, parents may take 
children to Hallelujah House them
selves.

Chuck Hodierne, executive direc
tor of Youth Focus Inc., says he 
hopes that “parents will recognize 
that they’re on the verge of abusing 
their children and bring them to our 
facility instead of doing that.”

Up to six children, from birth to 
10 years old, may stay in the residen
tial home for a maximum of two 
weeks until long-term arrangements 
are made. Live-in house parents, a 
full-time social worker and volun
teers care for the children.

Each child referred to the home is 
screened by a social worker. Once 
admitted, crisis intervention is 
offered to families. Also, parent edu
cation, follow-up home family coun
seling and outpatient counseling are 
provided.

Childwatch Inc. is designed to

prevent and, therefore, ^nd child 
abuse through education, interven
tion and sponsorship. Childwatch 
works with 31 agencies in High Point 
to make sure its projects fill a void in 
the community.

“We will not dupUcate services,” 
says Wynne. “Childwatch was devel
oped strictly to fill gaps.”

Through Childwatch, volunteers 
make presentations to increase com
munity awareness of child abuse, 
assist new mothers with parenting 
skills and, through the use of pup
pets, teach fourth-graders about 
physical and sexual abuse.

The nonprofit also distributes a 
guide to services for children and 
families m High Point; sponsors a 
parent education program taught in 
schools, churches and community 
agencies; and lobbies for public poU- 
cy and legislation aimed at child 
abuse prevention and services.

Childwatch discovered a need for 
a crisis nursery facility after con
ducting surveys and holding round
table discussions with various ser
vice agencies in High Point. ’The non
profit then conducted further 
research and worked with other

groups with expertise in the area of 
children’s services, including the 
Association for Respite and Crisis 
Homes and the Department of Social 
Services.

“The only way that this would be 
successful was to bring together all 
these organizations that are already 
involved in children’s services and 
meeting children’s needs,” says 
Wynne.

In addition, help from volunteers 
and in-kind donations from the com
munity have helped get the house 
ready to serve children. All the furni
ture in the house has been donated 
and volunteers did the needed reno
vations and painting.

While the operating budget for 
Hallelujah House is $148,000 for the 
first year, community support has 
enabled Childwatch to actually spend 
a minimal amount of money to get 
the project started.

“There has been an incredible 
outpouring of community support to 
help these children,” says Ellen 
Whitlock, president of the Junior 
League of High Point. “Many orga
nizations have donated money and 
supplies. Nobody tells us, ‘No.’”
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tornado. “We really appreciate 
this,” she says, watching the work 
team constructing her new home. 
“We’d like to get along with our 
life.”

During their brief stay, Bethany 
church members worked on three 
Alabama homes. Drawing on a 
church offering of $642 collected 
before their trip and the church’s 
Needy Family Fund - for a total of 
$840 - the church was able to pur
chase electrical supplies for two 
homeowners.

Melinda and Steve Barker were 
two of the beneficiaries. The tor
nado “exploded” their home but, 
amazingly, the couple and their 
two children, escaped relatively

unharmed.
Since then, family members 

have put all of their thoughts and 
energy into rebuilding their home. 
If not tor the kindness of the 
Bethany church work team, 
Melinda Barker’s 40th birthday 
would have come and gone without 
celebration. But church members 
presented her with a cake and a 
paid trip to the local Lowe’s store, 
where Melinda picked out two 
porch lights for her new home.

Touched by the Barker family’s 
unfortunate circumstance, the 
church is planning to “adopt” them 
for the holidays.

“It hit a nerve in all of us,” says 
Robert Redmond, pastor of the 
Bethany United Methodist Church. 
“Even in the face of disaster, we 
have each other. It really brings 
meaning to the word'‘neighbor.’”
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• consultation
,joY • board/staff training 

" • program evaluation
organizational development

Are you spending all of your time rearranging 
deck chairs on the Titanic?

We'll help you find ways to focus your energy on 
activities that are worth the effort.

106 Watters Rd. • Carrboro, NC 27510 • phone/FAX (919) 968-7953.
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Initial investment of $100,000 
on inception date of 9/29186.

Oak Value Capital Management, Inc. is a diversified investment 
management firm that provides portfolio management services for 
individuals, corporations, foundations, trusts, retirement accounts, 
pension funds and tax-exempt institutions. Our long-term performance 
record has placed us in the top 10% of money managers as ranked hy 
Nelson Publications^ for the five year period 3/31/88 - 3f31194.

The firm's objective is to generate long-term capital appreciation 
through value oriented investing. The firm seeks to provide consis
tently positive returns which exceed the rate of inflation and to out
perform specific benchmarks during any given business cycle.

Past performance is no guarantee of future results. The above returns are net of fees and commis
sions and reflect the reinvestment of dividends and interest. These results are for all value-oriented 
equity accounts representing 77 accounts. ‘Nelson's U!S. Value Equity database consists of 257 
money managers and funds representing $146 billion as of 12/31/93.
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