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TORRENCE-MORRIS COMPANY
JEWELERS-SILVERSMITHS

EXPERT REPAIRING ARTISTIC ENGRAVING
A m ong  th e  fine e s ta b l is h m e n ts  t h a t  

gc  f a r  to w a rd  m a k in g  up  th e  life of a  

p ro g re s s iv e  l i t t l e  c i ty  l ik e  G astonia , 

t h e  j e w e lr y  s to r e  w ould  be  s a d ly  m is s 

ed  by  all  w ho  a d m ire  b e a u ti fu l  thinf ,s  

a n d  th e  r e s u l t s  of sk il l fu l  a n d  a r t i s t ic  

w o rk m an s h ip .  T h e  w ell  k e p t  jew elry  

s to r e  is  b y  f a r  t h e  m o s t  a t t r a c t iv e  in 

t h e  op in io n  of m a n y  a n d  c e r ta in ly  it  

is  o n e  of t h e  m o s t  in te r e s t in g  if  con 

d u c te d  a lo n g  m o d e r n  a n d  up-to-date 

lines . Su ch  a  p lace, fo r  in s ta n c e ,  as 

t h a t  of t h e  T o r re n c e -M o rr is  Com pany, 

on  M ain  a v en u e .  T h is  is  t h e  f inest 

s to r e  of t h e  k in d  n o t  o n ly  in  t h is  sec 

t io n  b u t  in a n y  of t h e  n e a rb y  c o u n tie s  
of t h e  Old N o r th  S ta te .  T h e  sp len d id

b u s in e s s  w a s  f irs t  e s ta b l ish e d ,  i t  h a s  
s te a d i ly  in c r e a s e d  in  vo lu m e  a n d  m a g 

n i tu d e  u n t i l  i t  h a s  r ea c h e d  i ts  p r e s e n t  
p ro p o r t io n s .  T h e  s p a ce  occupied  
co v e rs  a b o u t  3,500 s q u a re  f ee t  of floor 
space .  T h e  m a in  r o o m  p r e s e n t s  a 

m ag n if ic e n t  s p ec tac le .  F r o m  th e  
sh o w  w indow s,  b a c k  t h ro u g h  t h e  deep  
s to re ,  a r e  one  s e r ie s  a f t e r  a n o th e r  of 
e le g a n t  sh o w  c a ses ,  co m p le te ly  s to c k 
ed  w i th  t h e  f in e s t  d isp lay  of jew erly ,  

d iam o n d s ,  s i lv e r  p la te ,  b ronzes ,  a r t  
p o t te ry ,  c u t  g las s  n o v e lt ies ,  an d  

op t ic a l  goods. N o th in g  t h a t  t h e  m o s t  
f a s t id io u s  c o n n o is s u e r  could  ca ll  fo r  is 

w a n t in g  in  t h i s  r e a l ly  e la b o r a te  col
lec t io n  of t h e  v a lu a b le  a n d  th e  usefu l .  
In  t h e  r e a r  of t h e  m ag n if ic ien t  s to re  
is  t h e  o p t ic a l  p a r lo r  d e v o te d  e x c lu s iv e 
ly  to  e x a m in in g  t h e  ey e s  a n d  f i t t ing

I N T E R I O R  T O R R E N C E - M O R R I S  C O M P A N Y — J E W E L E R S

S T O R E  O F  T O R R E N C E - M O R R I S  C O M P A N Y .  J E W E L E R S

b u s in e s s  w as  e s ta b l is h e d  in  1885 b y  '-^g lasses .  T h e s e  e x a m in a t io n s  a re  m ad e

>'jy a  r e g i s te r e d  O p to m et r is t ,  f ee  of 
:charge. In  t h e  o p t ic a l  l in e  e v e ry  
p iece  of w o rk  c a r r i e s  t h e  f irm ’s p e r 
so n a l  g u a ra n te e ,  a n d  th e s e  g u a ra n te e s  
h a v e  s to o d  th e  t e s t  of m o re  t h a n  a  

In  th e  long  p e rio d  s in ce  th e  Q u a r t e r  of a  c e n tu ry .  Mr. T o r re n c e  is

J. S. T o r re n c e  a n d  c o n d u c te d  b y  h im  

a lo n e  u n t i l  1904, w h e n  i t  w a s  in c o r 
p o ra te d  w i th  Mr. T o r re n c e  a s  p re s i 
den t ,  W . G. T o r re n c e ,  v ice -p res iden t,  

a n d  W. B. M orr is ,  s e c r e t a r y  a n d  t r e a s 
urer .

a n a t iv e  of C h e ro k ee  coun ty ,  S ou th  
Caro lina ,  an d  few  ,if any ,  m en  in  th e  
S t a te  kn o w n  m o re  a b o u t  th e  b usiness .  
H e  b e g a n  b u s in e ss  in  t h e  s m a l le s t  
k in d  of w a y  w i th  a  h a lf  dozen  w a tc h e s  

a n d  a  few  k n ick -k n ack s .  Mr. W inge t ,  
th e  p r e s e n t  v ice -p res iden t,  c a m e  from  
P in ev il le  to w n sh ip .  N o r th  C arolina, 

a n d  is  t h e  r ig h t  m a n  in t h e  r ig h t  
p lace. Mr. M o rr is  is  t h e  o p to m e t r i s t

of t h e  e s ta b l is h m e n t ,  a n d  o n e  of G as 

t o n ia ’s w ide  a w a k e  a n d  p r o g re s s iv e  

yo u n g  m en, b e in g  one  of t h e  fo u n d ers  
of th e  C o m m erc ia l  Club. H e  w a s  b o rn  

in D allas ,  N. C. Mr. M orr is  is  th e  p re s i 
d e n t  of th e  S h e r r i l l  J e w e lry  C om pany,  

of L inco ln ton ,  a  d i re c to r  of t h e  n ew ly  
organ ized  H o m e  B ui ld in g  & L o an  

Assoc ia t ion ,  an d  a  m e m b e r  of t h e  

M asonic  f ra te rn i ty .

Peoples Furniture Company
( I N C O R P O R A T E D  )

T he Best of Everything in this Line at 

H onest Prices.

M o d ern  m e r c h a n d is in g  h a s  w o rk e d  

w o n d e r s  in m a n y  b ra n c h e s  of b u s i 

n e s s  life, b u t  in n o n e  m o re  so  t h a n  in 

t h e  f u rn i tu r e  a n d  h o u se  fu rn i s h in g  

l ine  of e n d e a v o r .  W h en  o n e  c o n s id e rs  

t h a t  w i th o u t  lea v in g  a  s to re  h e re  in 

G as to n ia  he  can  fu rn i s h  a  h o m e  from  

c e l la r  to  g a r r e t  com ple te ly ,  a n d  th en  

pay  fo r  th e  w ho le  outfit  e i th e r  in  ca sh  

o r  by  th e  l ib e ra l  c re d i t  o r  in s ta l lm e n t  

sys tem , i t  s e em s  m arve lous .  Y e t  i t  

is  t ru e ,  a n d  th e  s to re  is  t h a t  of th e  
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12,000 s q u a re  f ee t  of floor s p a c e ;  a ll  

o f th is  is  c ro w d e d  w i th  f u rn i tu re ,  c a r 

pe ts ,  m a t t in g s ,  p ic tu res ,  c ro ck e ry ,  

bric-a-brac, ran g e s ,  s to v e s  a n d  h o u s e 

h o ld  goods of e v e ry  d e sc r ip t io n ,  a n d  a t  

e v e ry  p rice . T h e r e  is n o th in g  l ik e  it  

to  be se en  in  a n y  o th e r  s to re  in  th is  

sect ion ,  a n d  th e  fa c t  t h a t  t h e s e  goods 

can  be b o u g h t  on  e a sy  t e r m s ,  to g e th e r  

w i th  t h e  a d d it io n a l  f ac t  t h a t  i t  is  h igh  

c la s s  in  e v e ry  p a r t i c u la r ,  h a s  m a d e  th is  

th e  p o p u la r  s to r e  of G as to n ia .  T h e  

b u s in e s s  w a s  e s ta b l is h e d  la s t  J a n u a r y ,  

w i th  a  s u b s ta n t ia l  c a p i ta l  s to ck ,  a n d  

th e  fo llow ing  officers: R. W . E rw a rd s ,  

p r e s id e n t ;  R o b e r t  B a k e r ,  f irs t  vice- 

p re s id e n t ;  J. L o n  T h o m a so n ,  second
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a n d  t re a s .  P r e s id e n t  E d w a r d s  is  

a  well k n o w n  S o u th  s t r e e t  m e rc h a n t ,  

who is  full  of p ro g re s s iv e  id eas  Vice- 

p re s id e n t  B a k e r  is  q u i te  p o p u la r  in 

f r a t e rn a l  c irc les ,  b e ing  a  m e m b e r  of 

t h e  W o o d m e n  a n d  J u n io r  O rd e r  of 

A m e ric a n  M echan ics .  H e  w as  fo rm e r 

ly w i th  t h e  old J o h n  M. B e s t  F u r n i tu r e  

Com pany ,  of w hom  th e  p r e s e n t  firm 

a re  th e  su ccesso rs .  Mr. T h o m a so n  is 

a lso  a  p o p u la r  f r a t e rn a l  m an ,  a n d  one  

w ho  b e lieves  in  p u sh in g  G a s to n ia  to  

th e  f ront .  Mr. E. P r ic e  R a n k in ,  th e  

e v e r  a liv e  s e c r e t a r y  a n d  t r e a s u re r ,  is 

a m e m b e r  of t h e  C o m m erc ia l  Club, 

a n d  w as  fo rm e r ly  w i th  t h e  R a n k in  

F u r n i tu r e  C o m p an y  fo r  m a n y  y e a rs .  

H e  is a  m e m b e r  of th e  Odd F e llow s.

E X J ’ji I.NSIVK K R T A R T .T S H M E N T _ O F  T H E . P E O P L E ’S F U R N I T T I R F .  P O M P .U n V
 ̂ •  ■ r r

Splendid

;\NSLEEN
Precious Stones, and

H and-Pain ted  C hina--O ptical Parlors.

V A N S L E E N ' S  B O N  T O N  J E W E L R Y  E S T A B L I S H M E N T

A m o n g  th e  m e r c a n t i le  e s ta b l is h m e n t s  

t h a t  go f a r  t o w a rd  m a k in g  u p  t h e  life  

of a  p ro g re s s iv e  l i t t l e  c ity  l ik e  G as

ton ia ,  th e  jew 'elry  s to re  w o u ld  be  sad ly  

m is se d  by  a l l  w ho  a d m i r e  b e a u ti fu l  

as  well a s  use fu l  th in g s ,  t h e  r e s u l t s  of 

sk il l fu l  a n d  a r t i s t i c  w o rk m an s h ip .  

T h e  h ig h  c la ss  je w e lry  s to r e  is  by  f a r  

t h e  m o s t  a t t r a c t iv e  of a ll  s to re s  in  th e  

o p in ion  of a  g r e a t  m an y  people , an d  

c c r ta in ly  i t  is  one  of th e  m o s t  i n te r e s t 

ing  if c o n d u c te d  a lo n g  m o d e rn  a n d  up- 

tc -d a te  lines, Such  a n  e s ta b l is h m e n t ,  

f.j r in s ta n c e  as  t h a t  of Mr. H. M. V an  

S ’.een, w h o se  p lace  of b u s in e s s  is 

lo ca ted  on  M ain  s t r e e t  in t h e  c e n te r  

of th e  sh o p p in g  d is t r ic t .  T h is  is  one  

of t h e  m o s t  r e c e n t  e n te r p r is e s  s ta r te d  

in G as ton ia ,  h a v in g  b e e n  e s ta b l is h e d  

less  th a n  two y e a rs  ago, a n d  i t  sp e a k s  

w ell  fo r  t h e  e n te r p r i s e  of th e  p ro 

p r ie to r  a s  well  a s  for  t h e  a p p re c ia t io n  

of th e  people  of t h e  c i ty  t h a t  i t  is  one  

of th e  m o s t  success fu l.  Mr. V a n S le e n  

is  a n  e x p e r t  w a tc h m a k e r  a n d  je^^eler 

a s  w ell  as  a  g r a d u a t e  op t ic ian ,  hav ii l^  

la s t  J u ly  r ec e iv e d  h is  c e r t if ic a te  f rom

th e  b o a rd  of e x a m in e rs  in  o p to m e t ry  

of N o r th  C aro lina .  T h e  op t ica l  p a r lo r s  

a r e  well e q u ip p ed  fo r  t h e  e x a m in a t io n  

of t h e  eyes  of t h o se  n e e d in g  g lasses .  

Mr. V a n S le e n  c a r r i e s  a  well  s e lec ted  

s to c k  of goods f ro m  th e  b e s t  m ak e rs .  

S t a n d a r d  w a tc h e s  f ro m  t h e  m o s t  c e le 

b r a t e d  fac to r ie s  a r e  k e p t  o n  h a n d ,  th e  

s to c k  of je w e lry  a n d  p rec io u s  -stones  

is  l a rg e  a n d  a t t r a c t iv e ,  t h e  d isp lay  of 

s i lv e rw are ,  c u t  g la s s  an d  h a n d -p a in ted  

ch in a  a t t r a c t  t h e  a t t e n t io n  of lovers  

of b e a u ti fu l  a r t i c le s  of th is  k ind ,  an d  

n o th in g  h a s  b e e n  n e g le c te d  o r  lef t  

u n d o n e  to  m a k e  th i s  cn e  of t h e  m o s t  

a t t r a c t iv e  p lac e s  in  tow n. A  full  s to ck  

of fo u n ta in  pens,  R o g e r ’s k n iv es ,  fo rk s  
an d  spoons, w edding ,  b i r t h d a y  a n d  a n 
n iv e r s a ry  p r e s e n t s  c a n  a lw a y s  be 
fo u n d  a t  t h is  gem  of a  shop. Mr. V an 
S leen  h a s  r e c e n t ly  b e c a m e  th e  r e p r e 
s e n ta t iv e  h e re  of t h e  V ic to r  T a lk in g  
m ac h in e ,  t h e  V ic to r  V ic tro la ,  a n d  keeps  
on  h a n d  a ll  t h e  l a t e s t  r e c o rd s  a s  well 
as  m a n y  of th e  old fav o r i te s .  H e  is 

a lw a y s  g lad  to  h a v e  h is  f r i e n d s  and  
p a t r o n s  ca ll  a n d  h e a r  th e  v e ry  l a te s t  
th in g  in m u sic  a n d  h a s  b e e n  v e ry  s u c 
c ess fu l  in  h a n d l in g  th is  b ra n c h  of h is

J E W E L R Y  S T O R E  O F  H.  M.  V A N S L E E N

b u s in es s .  Mr. V a n S le e n  is a  n a t iv e  
of H o lland ,  a n d  h is  f a th e r  a n d  g r a n d 
f a th e r  w e re  w a tc h m a k e r s  b e fo re  him. 

H e  b egan  le a rn in g  h is  t r a d e  w h e n  only 

13 y e a rs  of age  an d  b e fo re  c o m p le tin g  
h is  a p p re n t ic e s h ip  c a m e  to t h is  co u n try  

w h e n  16 y ^ a r s  old a n d  f in ished  i t  here .

H e  f irs t  s e t t le d  in Io w a  an d  w hile  in 
t h e  w e s t  a t t e n d e d  co llege a n d  g r a d 
u a te d  in  o p to m etry .  Mr. V a n S le e n  
th e n  cam e  so u th  a n d  fo r  five y e a rs  

res id ed  a t  M oultr ie ,  Georgia , w h e re  h e  
w a s  in b u s in e ss  befo re  d ec id in g  to  

m a k e  th is  c i ty  h is  hom e.

LEBOVITZ DEPARTM ENT STORE,
O N E  O F  G A S T O N IA ’S  B IG  C O M M E R C IA L  H O U S E S

M R .  D A V I D  L E B O V I T Z  

W h e n  a  m e r c a n t i le  e n te r p r i s e  h as  
b e e n  s u c ce ss fu lly  c o n d u c te d  fo r  a  

p e r io d  of o v e r  17 y e a rs ,  k e e p in g  th e  

old p a t r o n s  a n d  c o n s ta n t ly  a d d in g  now

ones, i t  is  th e  b e s t  e v id en ce  t h a t  i ts  

d ea lin g s  h a v e  a lw a y s  been  fa i r  an d  
s q u a re  o r  i t  would  long  ago h a v e  been  
co m pelled  to  go o u t  of b u s in ess .  T h is  

is  th e  e n v ia b le  rec o rd  en jo y e d  by  th e  
firm of D. & L. Lebov itz ,  w ho co n d u c t  

one  of th e  l a rg e s t ,  m o s t  com ple te ,  an d  
a t t r a c t iv e  d e p a r tm e n t  s to re s  in  G as 

to n ia ,  a t  119 a n d  121 M ain  s t r e e t .  T h e  
f irm is  t h e  g r e a t  fam ily  o u tf i t te r  of 
G a s to n ia  a n d  th e  s u r ro u n d in g  section ,  
a n d  h a s  a s  p a t r o n s  so m e  of t h e  f irs t  
c u s to m e rs  w h o  b e g a n  to  d e a l  w i th  i t  
w h en  th e  doors  of th e  old s to r e  w e re  
o p e n e d  in  1894. T h e  s to c k  of m e n ’s, 
y o u th ’s, a n d  b oy’s c lo th ing ,  h a ts ,  caps, 

sh o es  a n d  fu rn i s h in g  goods, lad ie s ’, 
m is s e s ’, a n d  c h i ld re n ’s ready-to -w ear  
g a rm e n ts ,  l inge r ie ,  m il l in e ry ,  laces ,  

em b ro id e r ie s ,  r ibbons ,  d ry  goods, 
sk i r t s ,  w a is ts ,  h o s ie ry ,  to i l e t  a r t ic le s ,  
n o t io n s ,  sh o es  a n d  s l ip p e rs ,  is  m o s t  
com ple te .  N o th in g  is  c a r r i e d  ove r  
f ro m  s e as o n  to  season ,  t h e  policy  of 

t h e  h o u se  b e in g  to  d isp o se  of e v e ry 
t h in g  b y  th e  t im e  t h e  se a s o n  closes, 
no  m a t t e r  w 'hat t h e  sacr if ice ,  a n d  r e 

p lac e  i t  w i th  a n  e n t i r e ly  n e w  s tock .

Mr. L ebov itz  c a m e  h e re  f ro m  B a l t i 

m o re  in  1894, w h e n  G a s to n ia  w as  

s c a rc e ly  m o re  t h a n  a  v i llage,  a n d  
o p en ed  a  g e n e ra l  d ry  goods a n d  c lo th 

in g  s to r e  on  th e  s i t e  of h is  p r e s e n t  
h a n d s o m e  build ing , on e  of t h e  m o s t  

s u b s ta n t ia l  o n  M ain  s t r e e t .  H e  b e g a n  
on a  c o m p a ra t iv e ly  m o d e s t . s c a le  in  

o n e  of t h e  f ir s t  b r ic k  b u i ld in g s  t h a t  h a d  
be e n  b u i l t  in  t h e  tow n , a  on e  s to ry  
s t ru c tu re ,  f ro n t in g  25 f e e t  a n d  e x te n d 

in g  b a c k  a  d i s ta n c e  of 80 fee t .  Six 
y e a rs  a f t e r  co m in g  h e re  h e  m ar r ie d ,  

an d  m a d e  M rs. L eb o v i tz  a  m e m b e r  of 
t h e  firm  a s  w ell  a s  a  p a r t n e r  o f  h is  

joys  a n d  so rro w s ,  a n d  sh e  is  t o d a y  as  
a c t iv e  in  t h e  b u s in e s s  as  h e  is  h im 
self.  T w o y e a r s  ago  th e  old b u i ld in g  

w a s  t o r n  down, a n d  th e  p r e s e n t  h a n d 
so m e  L ebov itz  'bu ild ing ,  b u i l t  a f t e r  

t h e i r  ow n ideas ,  w a s  e re c te d  a n d  is  an  
o r n a m e n t  to  t h e  city .  W ell  l ig h ted ,  
v e n t i l a te d  a n d  a r r a n g e d ,  f ro n t in g  45 
f e e t  on  th e  p r in c ip a l  s t r e e t  of t h e  c ity ,  
an d  e x te n d in g  b a c k  a  d i s ta n c e  o f  96 
fee t ,  i t  m a k e s  a  m o d e l  s to r e  w h ic h  
w o u ld  b e  a  c r e d i t  to  a n y  c i ty  m a n y  

t im e s  th e  s ize  of G aston ia .
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