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COL.  0. B. A R M S TR O N G .

I t  is a lw ays a  p lea su re  to  ch ron ic le  
th e  r is e  of a m an  f rom  th e  lo w es t  ru n g  
of th e  lad d e r  to  a  p lace  fa r  up, e spec 
ially  w h e n  th e  su b je c t  is a  typ ica l  
A m erican , w ho h a s  won h is  w ay  un 
aided  hy  influentia l r e la t iv e s  and  
f riends. T h e  s to ry  is an in sp ira t io n  to 
th e  y o u th  of th e  coun try , and  c an n o t  
too o ften  h e  told. Am ong th e  c it izens  
of G as ton ia  w ho  h a v e  alw ays ta k e n  an  
a c tiv e  p a r t  in  i ts  g ro w th  and  p rogress ,  
an d  h a v e  an  ab id ing  fa i th  in i ts  fu tu re  
p ro sp e r i ty  and  g rea tn ess ,  is th e  Hon.

A R M S T R O N G

C. B. A rm stro n g ,  fo rm e r  m ay o r  of th e  
c ity  and  one of i ts  m o s t  solid  and  sub 
s ta n t ia l  bu s in ess  m en. T h e  c a re e r  of 
Mr. A rm stro n g  is o ne  of th e  b e s t  i llus
tra t io n s  of th e  possib i li ties  t h a t  th is  
sect ion  offers to  th e  a sp ir in g  young  
m a n  in  every  w alk  of life w ho  is in 
dustr ious, ho n es t,  and  h a s  a  d e te rm in a 
tion  to  succeed . H e  h a s  a lw ays been  
an  optim ist,  h a s  a lw ays looked on th e  
b r ig h t  s ide  of th ings ,  and  a  firm  be 
l iever  in  th e  old ad ag e  th a t  every  road, 
no  m a t t e r  how  long, m u s t  t u rn  som e 

t im es. Born  on a  fa rm  in  th e  S ou th e rn  

p a r t  of th e  tow nship , Sept. 6, 1861, he

engaged  in  a g ricu ltu ra l  p u rsu i ts  un til  

h e  rea c h e d  the  ag e  of 23, w h en  he 
w en t  to  F lo rida , w h ere  h e  rem a in ed  3 
years .  T h e  call  of h is  old hom e  w as 
in s is ten t ,  how ever, and  in  1887 h e  r e 
tu rn e d  to G aston  coun ty  a n d  se tt le d  a t  
Lowell, a f te rw a rd s  rem o v in g  to  M ount 
Holly, w h ere  he  w as  in  th e  g e n e ra l  m er  
c a n ti le  bus in ess  u n til  1890. H e  th e n  
dec ided  to  go w est ,  w h e re  he  rem a in e d  
a b o u t  tw o y ea rs ,  t ra v e lin g  f rom  p lace  
to place.. W ith  a  m ind  b ro ad en ed  by 
trave l,  an d  experiences  in v a rio u s  sec 
tions  of th e  country , h e  cam e  to  G as
to n ia  in  1892 and  e m b a rk e d  in  th e  
fu rn i tu re  business , w h ich  he c onduc ted  
success fu lly  u n t i l  1900, w h en  h e  sold 
out, re ta in in g ,  how ever, th e  u n d e r ta k 
ing  business ,  u n d e r  th e  n a m e  of the  
A rm stro n g  Com pany, w h ich  h a s  since 
be e n  m erg ed  in  “ T h e  F o rd  U n d e r ta k 
in g  Com pany.” H e  is stil l  in te re s te d  
in th e  fu rn i tu re  bus iness ,  b e ing  p res i 
d e n t  of th e  R an k in -A rm stro n g  Com
pany, 129 w es t  M ain  s tree t.  Col. A rm 
stro n g  h a s  a lw ay s  been  in te r e s te d  in 
th e  public  a ffa irs  of h is  n a t iv e  county, 
and  h a s  t a k e n  an  a c tiv e  in te r e s t  in 
local politics,  a s  all good citizens 
should. H e  w as  sheriff of G aston  fo r  
t h r e e  co nsecu tive  te rm s ,  d a t in g  f rom  
1900, a n d  in M ay 1906, upon  h is  e x p ira 
tion  of  h is  l a s t  t e rm  a s  sheriff, w as  
e lec ted  m ay o r  of G aston ia . H e  gave  
th e  c ity  a  sp lendid  a d m in is t ra t io n ,  ap 
p ly ing  b u s in ess  m eth o d s  to  th e  con 
duc t  of m un ic ipal  affa irs  and  n ev e r  
sp a r in g  h is  t im e  and  en e rg y  in  p ro m o t 
ing  i ts  upbu ild ing  in every  possib le  
m an n er .  H e  h a s  t a k e n  a  m o st  ac tive  
p a r t  in  th e  dev e lo p m en t of th e  g re a t  
co tton  m a n u fa c tu r in g  in d u s t ry  w hich  is 
th e  b ack b o n e  of th e  c i ty ’s  p rosperity , 
a nd  is now p re s id e n t  and  t r e a s u re r  of 
th e  C la ra  and  D u n n  M a n u fac tu rin g  

Co-’s and  th e  M onarch  C otton  Mills Co., 

t h r e e  of th e  m o st  p ro sp e ro u s  m ills  in 

th is  section . H e  is  also a  d i re c to r  in 

o th e r  mills , is  in te re s te d  in  a n u m b er  

of o th e r  im p o r ta n t  e n te rp r ise s ,  am ong 

th em  b e ing  th e  G as ton ia  In su ra n c e  & 

R ealty  Com pany, and  th e  rec e n t ly  o r 

ganized  H om e B uild ing  & L o a n  Asso- 

c iatoin, of w hich  he  is p res id en t.  As 

w e a re  ab o u t  to  go to  p re s s  we lea rn  

t h a t  Col. A rm stro n g  h a s  j u s t  e s ta b l ish 

ed T he  A rm stro n g  C otton  Mills Co.

T h e re  is n o t  a  m ill  in  th e  country, 

w h e th e r  i t  is  loca ted  in  th e  g re a t  cot

to n  m a n u fa c tu r in g  section  of the  

so u th  o r  in th e  o lder m ill tow ns  of the  

n o r th  t h a t  is b e t te r  equipped and  

m an a g e d  th a n  is  th e  Clara, loca ted  in 

th e  s u b u rb s  of G astonia . Of course  

th e re  a re  m an y  m u ch  la rg e r  and  hav e  a 

g re a t  dea l  m ore  capita l,  b u t  th e  C lara  

com es a s  n e a r  be ing  a  m odel co tton  

m ill  a s  a n y  th e  w r i te r  h a s  e v e r  v is i t 

ed. L o c a ted  on a  com m anding  emin- 

inence, w ith o u t  any  buildings nearby , 

th e  l ig h t  and  v en ti la t io n  is a ll  t h a t  

could be desired , w hile  th e  equip- 

is th e  m o s t  com ple te  t h a t  am ple  

c ap ita l  a n d  long  exp e rien ce  could 

assem ble . T h e  p ro d u c t  is  fine y a rn s  

only, c a rd ed  an d  combed, in  skeins, 

cones a n d  tubes , p r inc ipally  from  

x>*?er co tton . T h e re  a r e  6,364 

s p in d W - ^ n d  a b o u t  125 o p e ra to rs  and  

o th e r  em ployees  a r e  r n  th e  p ay  rolls  

of th e  com pany, w h ich  w a s  e s ta b l ish e d  

in 1906, w ith  a  cap ita l  s to ck  of $100,- 

000.00. T h e  build ing  is of b rick , one 

s to ry  in  height,  and  h a s  a  f ro n ta g e  of 

75 fee t  e x ten d in g  b a c k  a d is ta n c e  of 

300 feet, and  h a v in g  a  floor space  of 

21,000 sq u a re  feet.  T h e  re s id en ces  of 

t h e  em ployees  n e a r  th e  m ill a re  u n 

u su a lly  com for tab le  and  a t t rac t iv e ,  

and  th e  re la t io n s  be tw een  th em  and 

th e i r  em ployers  is now an d  alw ays 

h av e  been  of th e  m o st  am icab le  c h a r 

ac te r .  T h e  officers a re :  Col. C. B. 

A rm stro n g ,  p re s id e n t  and  t re a s u re r ;  

W . T. R ank in , v ice-p res iden t;  A. K. 

W inget ,  s e c re ta ry ;  C har le s  M. Dunn, 

s u p e rin ten d en t .  Col. A rm stro n g  is 

one of th e  m o st  su b s ta n t ia l  bus in ess  

m en  in  th e  c ity  and  is  co nnec ted  w ith

a  n u m b er  of i ts  m o s t  im p o r ta n t  e n te r 

p rises ,  ta k in g  a t  th e  sam e  t im e  an 

ac tive  p a r t  in ev e ry th in g  th a t  con

c e rn s  th e  in te r e s ts  of th is  section. 

H e is an  officer of th e  G as ton ia  In su r 

a n c e  & R ea lty  Com pany, th e  Hom e 

B uild ing  & L o an  A ssociation , th e  

D unn  M a n u fac tu rin g  Com pany, the  

R ank in -A rm strong  F u rn i tu re  Co., and  a 

d i re c to r  in o th e r  corpora t ions . Col. 

A rm stro n g  is  a  n a t iv e  of G aston  

county, of w h ich  h e  w as fo r  th re e  

te rm s  sheriff, and  h a s  a lso  been  m ayor  

of th e  city. Before  becom ing  p res i 

d e n t  of th e  C lara  M a n u fac tu rin g  Com

p an y  h e  w as i ts  s e c re ta ry  a n d  t r e a s 

u rer .  Mr. W. T. R ank in , th e  vice- 

p res iden t,  is  a  n a t iv e  of B e lm o n t and  

h a s  been  connec ted  w ith  th e  co tton  

m an u fa c tu r in g  in d u st ry  in  th is  section  

fo r a long tim e. Mr. R an k in  is p re s i 

d en t  of th e  G as to n ia  In su ra n c e  & 

R ea lty  Com pany, one of the  m o st  im 

p o r ta n t  co n ce rn s  in th is  s ect ion  of

N o r th  C aro lina  and  is  also co nnec ted  

w ith  o th e r  la rg e  e n te rp r ise s .  Mr. 

D unn  is a  v e te ra n  co tton  m an u fa c t 

u r e r  and  know s ev e ty  d e ta i l  of th e  

business ,  h av in g  been  engag ed  in  it  

for y ears .  H e  is a lso  s u p e r in te n d e n t  

of th e  D u n n  M a n u fac tu rin g  Com pany. 

Mr. A. K. W inget ,  s ecre ta ry ,  a lso  holds  

th e  sam e posit ion  w i th  D unn  M anu

f ac tu r in g  Com pany, and  of th e  M on

a rc h  Cotton Mills Com pany. Cam e to 

G as ton ia  in 1900. P r io r  to  t h a t  he  

c le rk ed  for th e  firm  of Y ount,  Sons & 

Company, of P ineville ,  N. C., w h ere  

h e  w e n t  to  w o rk  a t  th e  age  of 12. 

A fter  b e ing  in th e i r  em ploy  tw o  y ears ,  

h e  w e n t  w ith  Rodm an, H e a th  Min- 

ens, of th e  sam e  town, a s  b o o k k eep e r  

and  sa le sm an ,  a n d  th re e  y e a rs  la te r  

cam e  to  G astonia , and  h a s  w orked  h im 

self up to h is  p re s e n t  posit ion  in th e  

above n a m e d  mills, in w h ich  he  is  a  

s tockholder.

T H E  DUNN M ANUFACTURIN
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Industry o f  which Gastonia m ay feel ju stly  Proud
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P L A N T  O P  T H E  D U N N  M A N U F A C T U R I N G  C O M P A N Y

Etiuipped w ith  th e  l a te s t  im proved 
m ach inery , well l ighted  and  v en ti l 
a ted , and  Of th e  m ost  m od ern  con 
s truc tion , the  mills  oi; th e  D unn  Manu- 
f a c tu rm g  Com pany a t  F if th  av en u e  
and  the  t ra c k s  of th e  C. & N. W. ra i l 
road, a r e  n o t  su rp a sse d  by  th o se  of 
a n y  o th e r  concern  in the  co tton  m an u 
f ac tu r in g  belt  in com ple teness  T hese  
a re  am ong  th e  m o st  rec e n t ly  e rec ted  
m ills  in th is  section, h a v in g  been 
e re c te d  in 1907, and  a re  engaged  solely 
m  th e  m an u fa c tu re  of y a rn s  in  ske ins  
cones, tubes , com bed and  carded . 
F ro n tin g  7» fee t  th e y  ex ten d  back  a

d istance  of SOO, prov id ing  a floor spac» 
of 21,000 sq u a re  fee t . '  T h e re  a re  6,364 
spindles, and  th e  com pany  h a s  in i ts  
employ 125 o pera to rs,  and  o th e r  em 
ployees who live n e a rb y  in  n e a t  
houses, m an y  of th em  su rro u n d ed  by 
a t t rac t iv e  g a rd e n  spots. T h e  mills  
of th is  com pany  a re  an  a lm o s t  e x a - t  
dup lica te  of  th o se  of th e  C la ra  M anu
fac tu r in g  Company, w hich  a re  w ith in  
a  s to n e ’s throw . T h e  officers a re -  
Lol. c. B. A rm strong , p re s id e n t  and
t re a s u re r :  W  T Rnniriri, vv. 1. K ankm , vice-presi-
d en t;  A. K. W inget,  s e c re ta ry ;  c  M
Dunn, s u p e r in te n d e n t ;  Col. A rm 

s tro n g  is too well k now n to need  any  
in tro d u c tio n  to  th e  people  of  th is  c ity  
w ho hav e  w atched  h is  r is e  f rom  a

oZ'"JTTne of the  lead in g  m en of th is  section  
by h is  own in d u s t ry  and  ability . Col 
A rm stro n g  is a  n a t iv e  of  th is  coun ty  
and  besides be ing  in te re s te d  in the
C lara  M a n u fac tu rin g  Com pany of
-H ic h  he  is p res id en t,  th e  G aston ia  
n su ra n c e  & R ea lty  Company, th e  Han-

h a lf  n Company, and
h a lf  a  dozen o r  m ore  e n te rp r ise s  he

s h e r i f f a n d  
sheriff  of the  county. Mr. R ankin , th e

The Rankin-Armstrong Furniture Company
r

vice-president,  is p r e s id e n t  of  th e  G as
to n ia  In su ra n c e  & R e a l ty  Com pany a 
co rp o ra t io n  th a t  h a s  done m uch  fo r the  
iip-building of the  city, and  is a lso  con 
n ec ted  w ith  sev era l  o th e r  im p o r ta n t  
concerns , am ong  th em  th e  C lara  
M a n u fac tu rin g  Company, of w hich  he 
IS vice-president.  Mr. D unn, the  
s u p e rin ten d en t ,  is  a lso  s u p e r in te n d e n t  
Ot th e  C lara  Mills, and  is one of the  
m o st  ex perienced  c o tto n  m an u fa c tu r 
e rs  in the  country. Mr. A. K. W in g e t  
IS th e  w o rth y  secre ta ry ,  a  sk e tc h  of 
w hom  will be found in the  write-up of 
th e  C la ra  M a n u fac tu rin g  Company.

One o f  G aston ia’s L eading E n terprises 

whose March is Onward i

T h e re  is  no l ine  of b usiness  in  w hich  
a  g re a te r  ad v an ce  h a s  been  m ad e  dur 
in g  the  l a s t  decade  or two th a n  in t h a t  
of th e  h o u se fu rn ish in g  goods trad e ,  and  
to d ay  on acco u n t of th e  m an y  im 

p ro v em e n ts  in th e  m eth o d s  of  m an u 
f a c tu re  th e  m an  of v e ry  m o d era te  in 
come c an  fu rn ish  his hom e in a m a n 
n e r  t h a t  would hav e  been  im possib le  
to an y  b u t  th e  w ea lth y  a  q u a r te r  of a 
c e n tu ry  ago. L o ca ted  h e re  In G astonia  
is one of th e  lead in g  d e a le rs  in N o rth  
Carolina, th e  R ank in -A rm strong  F u rn i 
t u re  Company, w hose  p lace  of b usiness  
on M ain s t r e e t  is one of th e  m o st  a t 
t ra c t iv e  and  p o p u lar  in th e  city. T h e  ■ 
com m odious s to re  -is s tocked  w ith  a 
m agn if icen t  a s so r tm e n t  of  household  
fu rn ish in g s  of e v e ry  g rad e  and  price, 
a n d  th e  r ic h e s t  a s  well a s  th e  poorest  
h o m em a k e r  hav e  long s ince  ap p re c ia t 

ed the  fac t  t h a t  th e y  will g e t  n o th ing  
b ut th e  f a i re s t  t re a tm e n t  a t  th e  h an d s  
of th e  m em b ers  of  th e  concern . T he  
f irst  im p ress io n  th e  v is i to r  rece ives  
upon e n te r in g  th e  e s ta b l ish m en t  of the  
R ank in -A rm strong  F u rn i tu re  Com pany 
IS th e  f re sh n e ss  of th e  s tock  d isp layed  
a.s well as th e  im m e n se  v a r ie ty  of 
goods f rom  w-hich se lec tions  can  be 
m ad e  a s  well a s  th e  reaso n ab le  prices  
of every th ing . T h e re  is n e v e r  any  
shop w orn  goods to  be found a t  th is  
store . I t  is  th e  policy of th e  f irm  to 
keep  th in g s  c o n s tan t ly  on th e  m ove 

a n d  ev e ry th in g  th a t  is la te s t  in furnii 
tu re  can  a lw ays  be found in  i ts  spacious  
and  a t t r a c t iv e  w areroom s. T h e  build- 
ing  is th re e  s to r ies  in h e ig h t  and  h a s  a 
floor space  of  over 8,000 sq u a re  fee t  in 
w hich  to  d isp lay  th e  g r e a t  a n d  v aried  
s tock  of fu rn i tu re ,  floor coverings

h om e and  office fu rn ish in f ,  s toves  and  
k i tch en  u tensils ,  go-carts, and  th e  n u 
m ero u s  o th e r  a r t ic le s  n e c e ssa ry  in  th e  
m ak in g  of a  com for tab le  an d  a r t i s t ic  
home. E v ery  p u rse  can  be su ited  h e re  
the  l a rg e s t  o r  th e  sm alles t,  a n d  the  
m o st  s a t i s fa c to ry  te rm s  can  be m ad e  

for a la rg e  in s ta l lm en t  a s  well a s  cash  
b usiness  is conducted . T h e  R ankin- 
A rm stro n g  F u rn i tu re  Com pany  w as  
o im ed  a b o u t 18 m o n th s  ago  by the  

nnion  of th e  A rm stro n g  F u rn i tu re  
C om pany an d  th e  R a n k in  F u rn i 
tu re  Company, tw-o of th e  lead in g  
conce rns  of  th e  city. T he  officers 
- ■■e :  E. J .  R ankin , p re s id e n t  and
t ie a s u re r ;  c. B. A rm stro n g ,  vice 

p re s id e n t;  and  R. A. F ro n e b e rg e r ,  sec 
r e ta ry .  Mr. R a n k in  s ta r te d  h is  con 
ce rn  a b o u t five y e a rs  ago  and  i t  p roved  
to be an im m ed ia te  success .  M r A rm

stro n g  h a d  been in bus in ess  fo r y e a rs  
and  IS th e  o ld es t  fu rn i tu re  d ea le r  in 
th is  section. Mr. F ro n eb erg e r ,  the  
secre ta ry ,  h a s  a lso  h a d  an  ex ten s iv e  
and va luab le  experience  in th e  busi
ness.  Mr. R a n k in  is a n a t iv e  of th e  
county  b u t  h a s  lived in tow n  fo r th e  
p as t  17 y ears .  Mr. A rm stro n g  is also 
a  coun ty  m an  and  a lth o u g h  h av in g  ex

tens ive  bu s in ess  co nnec tions  has  

i:ound t im e  to t a k e  an  a c tiv e  p a r t  in 

public  affairs, h a v in g  filled th e  offices 

of both m ay o r  and  sheriff  w ith  h o n o r  

to h im se lf  and  th e  sa t is fa c t io n  of h is  

fellow citizens. H e  is large ly  in te r 

e s ted  in co tton  m an u fac tu r in g ,  a n a  is 

connected  w ith  th e  C lara  and  Dunn 

Mills and  also th e  M onarch  Mills a t  
Dallas.

F U R N I T U K E  h o u s e  o p  t h e  R A N K I N . ,
• A R M S T R O N G  C O M P A N Y


