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O N E  C O R N E R  O F  T H E  E X T E N S I V E  T R E N T O N  C O T T O N  M I L L S

One of th e  oldest, and  a t  th e  sam e 
t im e  one of  th e  m o st  m o d ern  a n d  pro 
g ress iv e  of th e  co tton  mills  of Gastonia  
is th e  T re n to n ,  hav ing  a lw ays r em a in 
ed m o d ern  because  it  h a s  fully  k ep t  
p ace  w i th  e v e ry  im p ro v em en t  m ade  in 
co tto n  m an u fa c tu r in g  m ach inery .  
T h e  T re n to n  Cotton  Mills p lan t  con 
s is ts  of tw o  mills . T he  orig inal s t ru c t 
ure, bu ilt  in  1894, w h en  th e  en te rp r ise  
w a s  es tab l ish ed ,  is one s to ry  h igh  and  
f ro n ts  50 fee t  on  w e s t  Main s tree t,  ex
ten d in g  back  a  d i s tan ce  of  237 feet, 
and  co n ta in s  11,850 fee t  of  floor space.’ 
T h e  n e w  building, two s to r ies  in 
height ,  is 55x165 feet,  and  conta ins  
15,150 fee t  of  floor space. T he  p lan t  
in  bo th  bu ild ings  is equipped  w i th  all 
th e  l a te s t  im proved m ac h in e ry  and 
8,448 sp ind les  a r e  opera ted . Only 
fine y a rn s  a re  m ade  a t  th e  T ren ton ,  
N ^ '  36’s to  GO’S, one, tw o and  three-  
ply in skeins, w arps , cones and  tubes, 
com bed and  carded . About 200 o p e ra 
tives  a re  employed in th e  brigh t ,  w^ell 
v en ti la te d  room s of th e  mills , m o st  of  
l^-^m l iving in  th e  im m e d ia te  neigh- 
b(>i-hood in houses  owned by th e  com 
p a n y . 'v r i t s -o f f ic e r s  a re :  J .  K. Dixon, 
p re s id e n t  and  t r e a s u re r ;  L. L. J enk ins ,  
vice-president  and  E. N. P eg ram , sec 
re ta ry .  Mr. Dixon is one  of th e  b e s t  
know n c it izens  of Gastonia , and  has  
a lw ays  t a k e n  a  k e e n  in te r e s t  in everj'-

th in g  t h a t  co n ce rn s  i ts  p r e s e n t  and  
fu tu re .  H e  se rv ed  as m ay o r  of th e  
c ity  four te rm s  and  du r in g  h is  a d m in 
is t ra t io n  th e  p lace g rew  as  it  had  
n ev e r  done before, and  m an y  of the  
public  im p ro v em en ts  w ere  m ade. He 
has  a lso  been  a  m em b e r  of th e  board  
of a lderm en .  Mr. Dixon is  a  n a tive  
of h istor ic  K in g ’s M ountain , a n d  was 
m ay o r  of t h a t  to w n  befo re  coming 
h ere  to  live. H e  was for  a  n u m b er  of 
yea rs  th e  rep re s e n ta t iv e  of th e  S o u th 
e rn  ra i l ro ad  h e re ,  and  also  a t  one 
t im e  res ided  in Georgia , w h e re  he  was 
w ith  the  S eab o ard  road. Mr. L. L. 
Jenk ins ,  the  v ice-president,  is one of 
th e  p ioneer  co tton  m a n u fa c tu re rs  of 
the  city, b u t  is now  a  re s id e n t  of  A she 
ville, w'here h e  is p re s id e n t  of  the  
A m erican  N a tiona l  Bank. H e  has  
a lw ays re ta in ed ,  however, th e  g rea te s t  
in te r e s t  in his  n a t iv e  county, and  is 
p re s id e n t  of  th e  F i r s t  N a t io n a l  Bank, 
th e  A rling ton  and  F l in t  Cotton  Mills, 
and  is co nnec ted  w i th  a  large  n u m b er  
of o th e r  e n te rp r ise s .  Mr. E. N. P eg 
ram , th e  secre ta ry ,  is well k n ow n as  a 
bu s in ess  m an  h e re  in  Gastonia , w here  
he  h a s  a  wide c irc le  of friends. The 
su p e r in te n d e n t  of  th e  mills  is Mr. A. 
M. Dixon, a son  of th e  pres iden t.  
F ew  young m en  hold such  a resp o n 
s ib le  position, b u t  he  h a s  p ro v en  h im 
se lf  to be e n ti re ly  capab le  and  has

a lre a d y  won his spurs .  H e  h a s  been  
abou t co tton  mills  a ll  h is  life a n d  
know s e v e ry  de ta i l  of th e  business .

J.  K.  D I X O N

T H E  G A S T O N IA  G A Z E T T E .

T h e  G as ton ia  G aze tte  w as  e s ta b l ish 
ed th ir ty - th ree  y e a rs  ago, th e  f irs t  is 
sue  ap p e a r in g  on S a tu rd a y  m orning, 
F e b ru a ry  21, 1880, s ince  w hich  tim e it  
h a s  been  issued  w i th o u t  in te rru p t io n .  
A s tead y  growth , co m m e n su ra te  w ith  
th e  g ro w th  of the  tow n  an d  county, has  
m ark e d  i ts  career .  T h e  f irs t  issue  of 
T h e  G aze tte  con ta ined  four  six-column 
pages, w as  n ea t ly  prin ted ,  a n d  a n 
nounced  th e  su b scr ip tion  p r ice  as 
$1.50 p e r  year.  Mr. George W. Chalk, 
of S p a r tan b u rg ,  S. C., w as  editor .  I t

co n tinu ing  as e d ito r  and  publisher.  In 

April  1883, Mr. J. E. Page ,  a t  p r e s e n t  
sen io r  m em b er  of th e  firm of P a g e  & 
Company, Gastonia , b ecam e  p ro p r ie to r  
of th e  paper,  th e  n a m e  of T. G. Chalk, 
a  b ro th e r  of  th e  fo rm er  editor ,  a p p e a r 
ing  a t  th e  m as th e ad  a s  editor .  T h is  
m an a g e m e n t  continued  un t i l  some d a te  
be tw een  N ovem ber  21st and  D ecem ber  
12th, 1885, w h en  Mr. Chalk re t ired ,  r e 
linqu ish ing  th e  e n ti re  con tro l  to  Mr. 
Page ,  u n d e r  w hose  cha rge  th e  p ap e r  
en joyed  m ark e d  popu lar i ty  an d  p ro s 
perity . J a n u a ry  6th, 1888, Mr. P ag e  
sold  T h e  Gazeete  to J .  T. B igham  &

Grier,  of Due W est ,  S. C., b o u g h t  the  
p a p e r  from  Mr. M rasha ll  and  th e  l a t t e r  
r ep u rc h a sed  i t  in D ecem ber  1900. T he  
Gaze tte  b ecam e a  semi-w eekly in 1903. 
In  October,  1906, T h e  G aze tte  w a s  p u r 
ch ased  f rom  Mr. W. F. M arsh a ll  by  the  
A tk ins  e s ta te ,  w h ich  sti l l  ow ns and  
o p e ra te s  it, M essrs .  E. D. an d  J .  W. 
A tk ins  b e ing  th e  m an a g e rs  and  editors.  
R ecen tly  Mr. O tto  O. Baber,  w ho  has  
been  w i th  th e  p a p e r  for  a  n u m b er  of 
yea rs  a s  fo rem an  of th e  job  d e p a r t 
m ent,  w as  m ad e  a  m em b e r  of th e  firm. 
Mr. H u g h  A. Query  is a s s i s ta n t  ed itor

D. M. JO N E S  &  C O M P A N Y .

Cotton Brokers.

Cotton is a s  m uch  k ing  in Gaston ia  
to d ay  a s  i t  e v e r  was in th e  p a lm ist

he is cons idered  an  a u thor i ty .  Mr. 
C leveland  h a s  a lso  g iven  m an y  y ea rs  
to  th e  business ,  and  the  firm is th u s  
sp lend id ly  equipped to  sav e  i ts  cus- 
tomert;.

m ade  clo th ing  is to a  ready-m ade  one. 
F ro n tin g  30 fee t  on M ain s tre e t ,  th e  
es ta b l ish m en t  e x ten d s  back  a d i s tan ce  
of 95 feet, p ro v id ing  a  floor s p ace  of 
n e a r ly  3,000 sq u a re  feet, equipped w ith  
every  k ind  of im proved  m ac h in e ry

r ^ a r r n i p u p i l s

ID E A L  R O L L E R  C O V E R IN G  SHOP,

Progress B ui ld ing .

N ear ly  all  of th e  in d u s t r ie s  of  Gas
ton ia  th u s  f a r  in i ts  b r ie f  h i s to ry  hav e  
c en te red  ab o u t  th e  g r e a t  co tton  m a n u 
fa c tu r in g  in te r e s t s  t h a t  hav e  done so 
m u ch  for th e  g ro w th  of th e  c ity  and  

111 ousirn?BS7-tifie “Hia n e ' ' h a s  aiwa^'S^

prom ises  t d V d o ‘S o - S S S  'S?,?..e ,

t h r r V " . " »  in  th e  case  of
th e  Idea l  R o ller  C overing  Shop, which

AirlTne t  ^ ^ e - 'e s s  bu ild ing  on
A n l .n e  avenue. This  is one of th e  
p io n ee r  in d u st r ie s  of  th e  c ity, and  
was b ro u g h t  in to  ex is ten ce  w h ;n  the  
co tton  niil ls  w ere  e s tab l ish ed  h e re

P  H “ “ “ ' “ tiu-ers exclusively  
H e a l  Roller  Covers for  use  in  co tton  

r e p a i r  work, and  th ro u g h  the  
en e rg y  and  e n te rp r ise  of i ts  p .o  
prie to rs ,  to g e th e r  w ith  th e  fac t  t h a t  

ey  m ak e  a  su p e r io r  art ic le ,  a  large  
and  co n s ta n t ly  g row ing  bu s in ess  h f s

•ana

E. D. A T K I N S

succeeded  T he  E n te rp r ise ,  a  small 
sh e e t  w ith  four 6x9 pages, published  
by  Mr. R. M. M artin . T h is  p a p e r  had, 
in  turn, been  p receded  by T he  H era ld  
a m uch  la rg e r  sheet ,  published  by M r’ 
E. M. Evans,  of Chester ,  S. C the  
cap ita l  s tock  of th e  com pany  ’being  
$42o, held  by h im self  and  four  o r  five 
o th e r  citizens. Mr. C halk  b ough t  up 
th e  old p lan t  a t  a  reduced  price, added 
ab o u t  $aOO w orth  of equipm ent,  and

Company, w ith  Mr. J .  T. B igham  as 
editor. Mr. B igham  had  prev iously  
been asso c ia ted  w ith  Prof.  j  p  Reid

‘i®  «aston
my. T h is  firm  continued  the  

pub ication  of  the  p a p e r  and  th e  con
d u c t  of a  job p r in t in g  p la n t  until  
April  1st, 1891, w hen Mr. B igham  sold 
th e  p a p e r  to  Mr. W. P. M arshall ,  now

PnhT-“ r - ‘ “ a n a g e r  of  th e  M utual 
P u b h s h m g  Company, of Raleigh, N. C.
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A R O O M  O F  T H E  I D E A L  RC^LLER C O V E R  C O M P A N Y

J- W.  A T K I N S

launched  T h e  Gazette.  Some t im e  be- Mr 

23nd, 1882, Mr. J o h n  C. Tip ton , now of
X-iO U ] s  1 Ti o  Vk . .1.,
Louis iana .'  becam e  ed ito r '  m™ ’ " c L l k  '

■ ^ n a lk  lecen tly .  in  A u g u s t  1899, Mr. W,

ouup now does 
w ork  for  30 miles, and  is excellen tly  
equipped  w ith  th e  l a te s t  im proved 
m ac h in e ry  for the  m an u fa c tu re  of  its  
specia l  p roduct .  T h e  shop has  a floor 
space  of  2,400 sq u a re  feet, in  which  to 
ca r ry  on operat ions . T he  p resen t  
e n te rp r ise  is th e  su ccesso r  to  the  Gas- 
to m a  R oller  Covering  Company,
which  began  o p e ra t io n s  20 y e a rs  ago 
w hen  th is  c ity  was scarce ly  m ore  th an  
a village of a  few h u n d red  in h ab i t 
an ts ,  and  continued  until  4  y e a rs  ago 
when it  p as sed  in to  th e  h an d s  ol  ̂
M essrs.  G. W. Sm ith, h is  b ro the r ,  P  
H. Sm ith, and  C. B. New ton, who 
have, th ro u g h  th e i r  energy , large ly  
m cl eased  th e  business .  Mr. G W  

S m ith  was for  severa l  y ea rs  connec t 
ed w i th  th e  old c om pany  in  a n  im 
p o r ta n t  capacity , and  w hen  th e  change  
was m ad e  his p re s e n t  p a r tn e r s  jo ined  
h im  m  m ak in g  th e  new  e n te rp r is e  a 
success.  All of th em  a re  p rac t ica l  
m en w ho  thorough ly  u n d e rs ta n d  the

Bigham  m oved back  to  Sou th  ™en who

Caro lina  and  ed ited  T he  C h es te r  (S. th e  f roft '^^T h” '*''**"*'*
c.) L a n te rn  for  m an y  years ,  un t i l  v e ry  n a tiv es  I f  c !  a re
vpponfiTr T„ *----------------  la t ives  of  Gaston  co u n ty  while Mr

B____  .M.

^  the
e q u i P D e d  with f h ^  .  y  V CK bone of t h e  e n t i r e  i n d u s t r i a l  nrns

Pei-ity Of th is  City and  section. T h t  
c ity  IS a big c e n te r  of  the  trade ,  and  in 
Inis.ness h e re  a re  a  l a rg e  n u m b er  of 
b ick e rs  who sell  to  th e  65 fac to r ies  
ocated  in th e  county, m ore  it  is sa id

T he  M “ “e South
h e  “ West firm of b ro k ers  doing  busi 

n ess  h e re  is  t h a t  of D. M. J o n e s  & 

^ ^ “ ^ ^ / “ ca ted  a t  328 w e s t  Main 
• I t  IS th e  p ioneer  b rokerage  

firm Of th e  City, h a v in g  been  e s tab lish
ed 12 y ea rs  ago, and  does a  l a rg e r  and  
c o n s tan t ly  in c re a s in g  bu s in ess  w ith

o T t Z T  " " '" ■c sen t in g  a s  th ey  do some 
of th e  lead ing  p lan te rs  and  d ea le rs  in 
t h e  South. T h ey  m ak e  a  spec ia lty  of 
long s tap le  Ph i lip s  cotton, b u t  also 
h and le  all  g rades .  T h e  sen io r  m em 
b e r  of  th e  firm is Mr. D. M. Jo n es  a 
n a tive  of Abingdon, V a , and  
a s soc ia ted  with h im  is Mr H  M 
Cleveland, who fo rm erly  l i™ ,  
S p a r tanburg ,  s. C., b u t  is now a  re s i 
den t  of Gastonia. H e  b ecam e in te r 
e s ted  m  cotton  in 189.5. Mr. Jo n e s  for  
a  tim e . ived at G reenwood and  W est  
Point,  Miss., and  Columbus, and  m ade
a  thnrniTP-h iudue

O F F I C E  O F  D. M. J O N E S  C O M P A N Y  

CRAIG i  HE A D.

Harness,  Colla rs , B r id le s  and Saddles.

E v e ry  h o rse  lover is aw a re  t h a t  th is

wel a s  f c n i o y  as 
“  ‘deserve, a  proper ly  fit ted se t  

of  h a rn e ss  quite  a s  m uch a s  his ow ner  
does a good su it  of  clothes. H e  is 

u ncom for tab le  and  does not  do his  bes t  
un less  h e  is p ro p er ly  supplied  w'ith a

. le r fec t  f i ,  and  it  is rea l  economy on
he p a r t  of  the  o w n e r  to give his s t r i c t  

a t te n tio n  to  th is  m o st  im p o r ta n t  mat- 
te.  L o ca ted  h e re  in Gaston ia  is one 
o the  la rg e s t  and  m ost  com ple te  sad-

in i h i r r T -  “ “ t i 'a c tu re rs
m  th is  section  of N o r th  Caro lina  and
t t e  f irm  of C ra ig  & Head, 109 e a s t
M am  s tre e t ,  has  built  up a n  enviable
rep u ta t io n  as m ak ers  of  high-class

a rn e s s  a t  r easo n ab le  prices.  T h ey

r t o ' f l r t h " ' * ’' ' ' '®  “ ey sell  and  m ak e  
t  to  fit the  an im al it  is in ten d ed  for, 

a n d  th e i r  goods a re  a s  m uch  su p e r io r  

Tv m T h ” ’"'’® tae to r ie s  e n ti re ly
by m ach inery ,  a s  a  su i t  of custom

needed  by th e  high-class

constantTv “ d isc o n s ta n t ly  increasing .  ThP

- m p e s e d o , B . H . c U a n ,  W  "
H ead both  Of whom  a re  prac t ica l  m en

S I • “ “C Of Rev
L- Head, a B a p t is t  m in is te r  H e  

m oved h e re  w ith  his f a th e r  w hen  only 
8 m o n th s  old, w hen th e re  w ere  bit

b ought a ^ lM
p a r t  Of th f  " 'W ch a

of th e  c ity  s tands,  pay in g  S7 5n

a f ro n t  foot. He has  been  ,

20 years ,  and  was one  of  th e

t o o ™  p rea c h e r s  in th is  section .
w . L. H e a d  lea rn e d  h is  trarto  v.
u n d er  J . H  N u e le r  \
i t  for  22 y e a rs  Heyea rs .  H e  is a  M ason
ber  of  th e  Odd Fe llow s
K n ig h ts  of Py th ias .

h a rn e s s
ex ten d in g

L dead  a b o u t  
th e  b e s t  

action. Mr. 
t r a d e  h e re  

'k ed  a t  
1 mem- 

a n d  th e

^ o u aiy  wnile 3 

New ton comes from  Union  county. XT. '-'v^iuiuuus, and  m ade
a  tho rough  s tu d y  of co tton  on which

s t o r e  O F  C R A I G  &


