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M ETR OPO LIT AN CAFE

F R U I T  S T O R E  O K  N.  S. T R A K A S  

N. S. TR AKA S & COMPANY.

Wholesa le  Frui ts .

I t  is by no m ea n s  to  be w ondered  a t  
t h a t  th e  n a t iv e s  of c lass ic  and  sunny 
Greece, should  ta k e  n a tu ra l ly  to  the  
b usiness  of h an d lin g  tro p ica l  a n d  semi- 
trop ical  f ru i ts ,  for  th e i r s  is a  co u n try  
which  has  from  tim e im m em oria l  been 
fam ous for  i ts  o rch a rd s  and  i ts  v ine 
yards ,  and  a  large  por tion  of th e  popu
la t ion  a re  engaged  in cu lt iv a t in g  them . 
M any of th e  G reeks who com e to  th is  
co u n try  to m ak e  th e i r  hom e find dea l 
ing  in  f ru i t  profitable, fo r  th e y  u n d e r 
s ta n d  th e  b usiness  a s  do few o th er  
people. Gaston ia  h a s  for  sev era l  y ea rs  
been  th e  c e n te r  of  a la rg e  wholesale  
a s  well a s  re ta i l  f ru i t  t rad e ,  and  no 
firm  h a s  done m ore  to  fo s te r  and  en 
co urage  th e  t ra d e  th a n  h a s  th e  firm of 
N  .S. T ra k a s  & Company, w hose 
wholesale  e s ta b l is h m en t  is loca ted  a t  
226 M ain s tre e t .  T h is  b us iness  was 
only es tab l ish ed  in  1908, b u t  th e  four 
y ea rs  i t  h a s  been  in ex is tence  hav e  
been  y e a rs  of  progress ,  and  th e  firm 
now h a s  one of th e  m o st  ex tensive  
e s ta b l ish m en ts  in th is  p a r t  of the  
Carolinas. A t ra d e  h a s  been  bu i l t  up 
in all  th e  n e ighbor ing  towns, such  as 
B essem er ,  Belmont,  K ings M ountain, 
Lowell, and  o thers ,  which  is rap id ly  in
c re a s in g  and  a  w ho lesale  house  and  
th re e  re ta i l  s to re s  a re  a lso  loca ted  a t  
S p a r tan b u rg .  A re ta i l  s to re  is also 
m ain ta in ed  a t  211 w e s t  Main s tre e t ,  
opposite  th e  postofftce. T h e re  is a 
b ran c h  a t  Asheville, and  th e  firm is in 
t e r e s te d  in  th e  S o u th e rn  F r u i t  Com
p an y  a t  C har lo t te .  All k inds  of tropi-

as s ta t io n e ry  and  notions . H e  is a 
n a tive  of Beyru ith ,  Syria,  w h ere  he 
was born  25 y ea rs  ago. Upon  land in g  
in  New  Y ork  h e  cam e d irec t ly  to 
C har lo t te ,  w h ere  h is  b ro th e r  Ik ia l  was, 
a nd  sti l l  is in business ,  and  s ta r te d  on 
his  own account.  F o u r  y ea rs  ago  he 
d e te rm in ed  to  loca te  h e re  w h ere  he 
h a s  been  m ost  successful.

R. W.  EDWARDS.

Grocer ies,  Shoes  and  Not ions.

W h en  a  m erc h a n t  has  successfu lly  
conducted  h is  bu s in ess  for  th e  space

Char les  Pr it solas ,  Prop.

“ L e t  us  eat, d r in k  and  be m erry ,  for  
t o m orrow  we die,” is a n  old adage, 
and  th e  m otto  of m an y  who love the  
good th in g s  of  life, and  to such  a  p e r 
son a well-furnished, hom elike  r e s ta u 
ran t ,  w h ere  th e  cooking  is of th e  best, 
t h e  food f re sh  and  pure, the  se rv ice  
first-class, and  th e  prices  reasonab le ,  is 
v e ry  a t t rac t iv e .  As ev e ry  one know s 
who h a s  h a d  an y  experience  w ith 
re s ta u ra n ts ,  th is  is a co m bina tion  
h a rd  to  find; it  ta k e s  a  bo rn  res tau-  
r a n t e r  to  b r in g  i t  about,  and  t h a t  is 
w h a t  Mr. C har le s  P r i tso la s ,  th e  p ro 
p r ie to r  of th e  M etropo li tan  Cafe, h a s  
p ro v ed  h im se lf  to  be, to  h is  reg u la r  
p a tro n s  as well a s  to  th e  t rav e lin g  
public . Mr. P r i t s o la s ’ e s ta b l ish m en t  
is a t  127 M ain avenue, an d  he  h a s  as 
c u s to m ers  th e  m o st  d iscr im in a t in g  
people  of th is  section. H e  g ives  his 
p e rso n a l  a t te n tio n  to  e v e ry  deta: 
a nd  m ak e s  it  a  poin t  to  a lw ays 
th e  v e ry  f inest t h a t  can  be  bought 
ho h a s  h a d  long  ex perience  in t] 
business ,  and  know s w hen  he  is g' 
t in g  th e  b es t  and  will h a v e  nothi|  
else. T h e  f irs t  im p ress io n  one 
upon  e n te r in g  th is  r e s t a u r a n t  is 
a i r  of  c lean liness  t h a t  p e rv ad es  the  
whole  place. T h e  tab le  c lo ths  a re  
snowy, th e  n a p e ry  im m acu la te ,  th e  
cu tle ry  sh ines  and  th e  se rv ice  leaves  
n o th in g  to  be desired. Mr. P r i tso la s  
h a s  conducted  th e  r e s t a u ra n t  for  3

a  $2.25 t ic k e t  for  $2.00; and  a  |1.10 
t ic k e t  for  ?1.00. Mr P r itso las ,  the  
yo ung  and  p ro g ress iv e  p roprie tor ,  is 
a n a t iv e  of  a n c ie n t  Greece, which  in 
th e  days  of  old w as  n o ted  a s  the  
hom e of Cato and  o th e r  g r e a t  philoso
ph e rs  and  i ts  fam ous school of l ea rn 
ing. Mr. P r itso las ,  a f te r  spen d in g  a 
s h o r t  t im e  in Constan tinople , s e t  sail  
for  th e  New  W orld, and  a f te r  land ing  
in N ew Y ork  w e n t  to  L ynchburg ,  Va., 
w h e re  h e  was employed in th e  cafe  
of h is  b ro th e r  George. In h is  re s ta u 
r a n t  h e re  Mr. P r i tso la s  is ab ly  a ss is ted  
by h is  cousin, Mr. J a m e s  K appas , a 
young  m an  who thorough ly  u n d e r 
s ta n d s  th e  bu s in ess  and  is possessed  
of m a n y  s te r l in g  qualities.

CITY CAFE. CU RR Y’S STUDIO.

F. F. Rhyne,  Proprie tor .

F ew  c ities  of  the  size of Gastonia  

hav e  a first-class r e s t a u ra n t  w here  

reaso n ab le  p r ices  a re  charged ,  and  

food is se rved  a la c a r te  a t  any  tim e 

dur ing  th e  day  and  un t i l  a  r easo n ab ly  

la te  h o u r  a t  n ight.  T ra v e le rs  hav e  to 
depend on hotels  and  bo a rd in g  houses  
w h ere  m eals  a re  se rved  only a t  c e r ta in  
hours,  and  re s id e n ts  who a re  d e ta ined  
down tow n  o r  fam ilies  who do n o t  w ish 
to t a k e  th e  t ro u b le  to p rep a re  a m eal  
have  e i th e r  to  go w ith o u t  o r  be  con 
t e n t  w ith  a  cold lunch  b o u g h t  a t  a 
g roce ry  o r  de lica te ssen  store . In  th is

oranges ,  ► lem o n s.  
a"nairSS^!TI^S<ap^fruit  a r e  nan d iea  

c a r  load  lots , and  an  im m en se  t r a d e  is 
also  c a r r ied  on in  g rap e s  and  dom estic  
fru i ts .  T h e  firm also  h an d les  confec t 
ionary ,  c ig a rs  and  tobacco, a t  reta il .  
Mr. N. S. T ra k a s ,  th e  sen io r  m em bor 
o f  th e  firm, cam e  to  th is  co u n try  ab o u t  
12 y e a rs  ago, and  h a s  been  in the  
bu s in ess  e v e r  s ince  w i th  h is  b ro the r ,  
Mr. A. S. T r a k a s  and  E. 0 .  F r ie rson .
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S T O R E  O F  W .  T.  A D A M S

W. T, ADAMS.

Art i s t ic  Photography.

P h o to g ra p h y  du r in g  th e  l a s t  d ecade  
h a s  r each ed  a  s ta g e  of pe rfec t io n  t h a t  
could  scarce ly  hav e  been d rea m e d  of 
by D age rre ,  th e  c lever  F ren ch m an ,  
who inv en ted  th e  a r t  so m an y  y e a rs  
ago. I t  was n ev e r  so p o pu lar  a s  it  is 
a t  th e  p re s e n t  tim e, p robab ly  because  
n e v e r  before  h a s  it  been  possib le  to 
produce  such  a r t i s t i c  p ic tu res  a s  a re  
now produced  and  a t  su ch  r easo n ab le  
cost.  T h e  people  of  th is  c ity  a n d  l e c 
t ion a re  to  be co n g ra tu la te d  upon h a r 
ing  he re  an  inst i t tu io n  equipped  like 
C u r ry ’s Studio , loca ted  a t  111 1-2 M ain 
s tre e t ,  on th e  second fioor. T h is  stud io  
produces  p ic tu res  quite  a s  good as 
th o se  of  m an y  of th e  m o st  ce le b ra te d  
p h o to g ra p h e rs  of th e  co u n try  who 
ch a rg e  th e  m o st  e x h o rb i tan t  p rices .  
Much of th e  sp lendid  w ork  done th e re  
is rep roduced  in th is  issue  of th e  Gas
ton  P rogress ,  b u t  a s  good a s  i t  is th e  
p r in ted  page can  g ive b u t  a fa in t  idea  
of th e  original.  T he  s tud io  is equ ip 
ped  to  do ev e ry  c lass  of h igh  g rad e  
work, both  indoor and  out, includ ing  

^life  size p o r tra i ts ,  p laces  of business ,  
ch u rch es  and  p r iv a te  res idences .  I t  
h a s  as i ts  p a tro n s  th e  m o st  d isc r im in a t 
ing  people of Gaston ia  and  th is  e n ti re  
section , and  has  a large  p a t ro n a g e  
a m o n g  th e  people  of ne ig h b o r in g  tow ns  
includ ing  C h ar lo t te  and  S p a r ta n b u rg .  
Mrs. M. H. Curry  is th e  p ro p r ie tre s s  of 
th e  studio, h av in g  p u rch a se d  i t  ab o u t  
18 m o n th s  ago  from .John Green, who 
conducted  th e  e s ta b l ish m en t  for  a  n u m 
b e r  of years .  Mrs. C urry  is a  d a u g h te r  
of  th e  la te  Capt. J .  Q. H olland, a  Con
f ed e ra te  ve te ran ,  and  one of  th e  m o st  
p ro m in en t  and  resp ec t fu l  c it izens  of  
Gastonia . She  is a  m em b e r  of th e  
D au g h te rs  of th e  Confederacy . T h e  
a s s i s ta n t  is Mr. Jo h n  T. Gilbert,  an  
ex p e r t  w ith  th e  c am era ,  and  a  m an  
who tho ro u g h ly  u n d e rs ta n d s  h is  busi-

W .  E D W A R D ’S S T O R E

of 13 y ea rs ,  no b e t te r  ev idence need  
be adduced  to  prove t h a t  h is  m eth o d s  
h a v e  been  f a i r  and  square .  T h is  is the  
record  held  by  Mr. R. W. Edw ards ,  
d e a le r  in grocer ies ,  shoes  and  notions , 
a t  115 S ou th  s tree t ,  n ea rly  opposite  
th e  c ity  hall . Mr. E d w ard s  has  one

years ,  and  d u r in g  t h a t  b r ie f  t im e  has 
m ad e  a  g re a t  success .  T h e  e s ta b l ish  
m e n t  is th e  v e ry  b e s t  p lace  of  i ts  k ind  
in  th is  p a r t  of N o r th  Carolina, and  is 
30x100 fee t  and  covering  3,000 sq u a re  
fee t  of  fioor space, which  is cooled by 
e lec tr ic  fan s  t h a t  g e n e ra te  a  m o s t  de
lightfu l  Coney I s land  breeze. T he

M E T R O P O L I T A N  C A F E

Groceries and Seed.

In th e  a b sen ce  of  a n y  c e n tra l  m ark e t  

th e  people of  Gaston ia  a re  d e p en d en t  

upon th e  g rocers  to  supply  th em  w ith  

both  g roceries ,  p rovis ions  an d  vege 

tab les ,  and  as a  n a tu ra l  consequence  

s to re s  of th is  k in d  a re  m o re  n u m erous  

h e re  t h a n  th ey  a re  in m an y  c om m uni

t ies.  T h e re  is a lso  k e e n  com petit ion , 

and ' th is  s e rv es  to  keep  th e  s ta n d a rd  

h igtL-_^l of w h ich  reb o u i i^s  to  th e  

►  b o th  t ^ e  m e r c ^ n t  an d  h i,s 
, A m ong  t n e  igauing^ g ro ce rs  

of th e  c ity  none  ta k e s  h ig h e r  r a n k  

th a n  does Mr. W. T. A dam s, w hose  a t 

t ra c t iv e  e s ta b l is h m e n t  is  loca ted  a t  

117 S ou th  s t r e e t .  H is  p lace  is conven

ien tly  loca ted  n e a r  th e  c e n te r  of th e  

m o st  p o pu lar  sect ion  of  Gastonia , b u t  

h is  t ra d e  is confined to no p a r t i c u la r  

local ity  a n d  e x ten d s  t h ro u g h o u t  th is  

c ity  and  section. Mr. A dam s h a s  only 

been  in b usiness  s ince  F e b ru ary ,  bu t  
d u rm g  th is  s h o r t  period  he h a s  built  
up a t ra d e  a s  t h a t  w h ich  o th e r  m er 
c h an ts  h a v e  s tr iv en  for  a long  t im e  and 
y e t  failed to get.  T h is  is b ecause  his  
goods a re  a lw ays  f resh  and  pure, com 
ing from  the  b e s t  m arm fac tu re rs  only 
ai d h is  p roduce  brough t in direc tly  
from  th e  ne ighbor ing  fa rm s  w ithou t  
being h an d led  by m idd lem en  and  com- 
m :ss ion  m erch an ts .  Mr. A dam s also 
has  a  h a rd w a re  d e p a r tm e n t  in con n ec 
tion w ith  h is  e s ta b l ish m en t  which  has  
proved  to  be p o pu lar  w i th  his cus tom 
ers  and  his s to ck  of seeds  is one of the  
Tai'gest and  m ost  s e lec t  to be found in 
the  city. His s to re  a t  117 South  s tree t ,  
fro n t in g  30 fee t  on th a t  tho ro u g h fa re  
is c lean, s a n ita ry  and  well ven ti la ted ,  
a  good i llus tra tion  of which  a  h igh 
class, m odern  g roce ry  e s ta b l ish m en t  
should  be. Mr. A dam s is a n a t iv e  of 
Gaston  county.

a s  in m an y  o th e r  th ings ,  G as ton ia  is 
in th e  lead, for loca ted  h e re  is th e  
City Cafe of which  Mr. F. F. R h y n e  is 
th e  p o pu lar  and  p ro g ress iv e  p ro 
prie tor.  His r e s t a u ra n t  u n d e r  Le- 
bowetz D e p a r tm e n t  S tore, is m ost  
m o d ern  in a ll  i ts  appo in tm en ts ,  and  
would be a  c red i t  to a n y  city  m an y  
tim e s  th e  size of this .  H ere  a good 
m eal  can  a lw ays be o rdered  cooked to 
su it  th e  p a la te  of th e  m o st  fas t id ious  
ep icure . A ny th in g  f rom  a couple  of 
eggs to a delicious s te a k  will b e  cook
ed to  your  o rd e r  in  a  few m inu tes,  or  
a cold luncheon can  be p ro cu red  m ore  
quickly. T h e  only cheap  th in g  abou t 

^ h e  p lace  a re  th e  p r ices  a n d  th e  cua- 

e x ^ I l e n t^ fo o ^  s^v eo^dy^;^5 iifc '^nd  ex
pe rien ced  w a i te r s  and  p rep a re d  by  a 
high-class  chef,  can  be fu rn ish ed  a t  the  
low p r ices  charged .  T h e  m arg in  of 
profit  m u s t  be  small,  b u t  if  th e  p a t 
ro n ag e  is large, success  is  bound  to 
come, and  has  in g r e a t  m easu re .  T h e re  
is a l a rg e  f loating popu lat ion  in Gas
tonia , s t r a n g e rs  who h a v e  h e a rd  of i ts  
phen o m in a l  grow th ,  w ho  com e h e re  
se ek in g  em p lo y m en t  o r  in v es tm en t .

J O H N  T.  G I L B E R T  

ness. H e  is da ily  p ro d u cin g  w o rk  th a t  
will co m p are  m o st  fav o rab ly  w i th  t h a t  
of any  p h o tograph ic  a r t i s t  in th e  
country . H e  loves h is  w ork  a n d  h is

N O R M A N ’S F R U I T  S T O R E T H E  C I T Y  C A F E

J. NORMAN.

Dealer  in Fore ign and  Dometic Frui ts ,  

Cigars and Tobacco.

F o r  some reaso n  the  n a tive  born  
A m erican  h a s  n ev e r  m ade  a  success 
in dea ling  in t rop ical  f ruits ,  and  w ith  
few excep tions  all  th e i r  v e n tu re s  have  
failed. T hey  can n o t  a d a p t  th em se lv es  
to  th e  business ,  b u t  on the  o th e r  h and  
th e  fo re igner  f re sh  f rom  his  n a tive  
land, and  in a s t ra n g e  country , am ong  
s t r a n g e  people, ra re ly  m ak es  a  failure. 
T h is  is i l lu s tra ted  in th e  case  of Mr. 
J im  Norm an ,  one of  the  m o st  e n te r 
p r is in g  and  successfu l  f ru i t  d ea le rs  in 
Gastonia . H is  s to re  on M ain s t r e e t  is 
pa tro n ized  by th e  m o st  p a r t icu la r  and  
d isc r im n a tin g  people  of  th is  c ity  and 
section  and  du r in g  th e  four  , y ea rs  he  
h a s  been  in b usiness  h e re  h e  h a s  suc 
ceeded  by  energy, in d u s t ry  and  
s t r a ig h tfo rw a rd  dea ling  in bu ild ing  up 
a  sp lend id  trade .  H is  f ru i ts  a re  al
w ays  f re sh  and  well k e p t  and  the  e s 
tab l i sh m e n t  is one of the  m ost  a t t r a c 
t ive  in  th e  city. Mr. N o rm an  also 
ca rr ie s  a  full  l ine  of th e  b e s t  cigars, 
c ig a re t te s ,  chew ing and sm oking  to 
bacco, and  sm o k ers  supplies,  a s  well

of th e  m o st  p o pu lar  and  a t t r ac t iv e  
s to re s  in G as ton ia  and  h is  t ra d e  is no t  
confined to the  city, b u t  e x ten d s  to  a 
rad ius  of m an y  m iles in th e  country , 
w h ere  he has  a ho s t  of friends. F r o n t 
ing  30 fee t  on South  s t r e e t  n e a r  Main 
s tree t ,  i t  ru n s  b a c k  a  d is tan ce  of 90 
feet, giving h im  a floor space  of 2,700 
sq u a re  fee t  in w h ich  to  d isp lay  th e  im 
m en se  s to ck  of g roceries ,  p rovisions, 
produce, shoes, c rockery, glass  ware, 
notions, and  e v e ry th in g  k e p t  in a  h igh 
c lass  g en e ra l  store . H e  h a s  in  fac t  a 
d e p a r tm e n t  s to re  in th e  m aking , and  
if h is  b us iness  con tin u es  to  grow  as  it  
h a s  been  du r in g  the  l a s t  few years ,  he  
will soon hav e  to seek  la rg e r  q u a rte rs .  
Mr. E d w ard s  has  been  co nnec ted  w ith  
a g en e ra l  s to re  all  h is  b us iness  life. 
He cam e h e re  from  Rock Hill,  S. C., 
ab o u t  13 y e a rs  ago  to  m ak e  h is  home.

be s t  of ev e ry th in g  in season  can 
had  a t  s h o r t  notice, and  a  spec ia lty  |s  
m ad e  of quick  lunches  for  bu sy  pej) 
pie. C om m uta tion  t ick e ts  m ay  be h a  
a t  the  following ra te ,  which  is  m ost  
rea so n a b le :  A $3.50 t ick e t  for  $3.00;

P a tro n iz e  th e  people  w hose w r i te 

ups  you find in th is  edition, for  they  

a re  th e  ones  who hav e  show n a de

s ire  to  do som eth in g  for th e  w elfa re  

and  ad v a n c em e n t  of Gastonia .

(©li) Virginia
F o r  sa le  in Char lo t tesv ille  and  Albe

m arle  county, some m ag n if icen t  bu ild 
ing  lo ts  and  f a rm  lands  a t  rem a rk ab le  
low prices.  H e re  is M onticello, hom e 
of T hom as  Jeffe rson  and  i ts  th e  m o st  
beautifu l  sp o t  in th e  Old Dominion.

A ddress  R, P. VA LE N TI NE  
Charlot tesvi lle,  - ■ - Vi rginia

c

and  these ,  of course , help  to  fill the  
tab les ,  b u t  even w ithou t  th ese  th e  City 
Cafe  would be a success  for Mr. Rhyne  
has, by giv ing  the  people th e i r  m oney’s 
worth , a lread y  bu ilt  up a  large  and  
co n s tan t ly  increas in g  trad e .  Mr. 
Rhy n e  is a n a t iv e  of Dallas, th e  old 
county  s e a t  of Gaston, and  successfu lly  
run  a r e s t a u ra n t  a t  S p a r ta n b u rg ,  S. C., 
before  se ll ing  out  and  com ing h e re  to 
m ak e  his hom e ab o u t  e ig h t  m onths  
ago. He th o rough ly  u n d e rs ta n d s  his 
bus iness  and  has  g a th e re d  ab o u t  him 
an exce llen t  staff who a re  loyal to  his  
in te res ts .

g re a te s t  p leasu re  consis ts  in p roduc 
ing an  a r t i s t ic  p icture. Mr. G ilbert  is  
a  n a tive  of H endersonvil le ,  w h ere  h e  
was born  28 y ea rs  ago and  took up t h e  
s tu d y  of p h o tography  im m ed ia te ly  
upon leav ing  school w hen  he  w a s  18 
y e a rs  old. He h a s  been  in  th e  busi 
n ess  for the  p a s t  10 y ea rs  and  h a s  
ga ined  for h im self  a  wide repu ta tion l

Dead m en n ev e r  ad v e r t is e  ex cep t  on 
th e i r  tom bstones .

Antiques

I N T E R I O R  M E T R O P O L I T A N  C A F E

I h a v e  some exce llen t  A ntiques  t h a t  
I will sell  a t  a  g re a t  sacr ice— m any  
from  th e  fo rm e r  landed  e s ta te s  of  the  
Old D o m in io n — M ahogany Tables,  
Sofas,  Chairs ,  Etc.

A ddress

MRS.  B. V. W.
Box 212 Charlot tesv il le ,  Va. J .  W I L E Y  C A R R O L L .  Chief of Police.


