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THE LETTERED OLIVE is one of our most beautiful shells and the animai

living within in an interesting one.

Olive Shelis Prize
For Many Crafters

Last summer we found several live
olive shells in the low tide sand on the
beach and brought them in for a few
days Ghservation.

A shallow pan was filled with sand
and seawater and the olives moved
about with ease through the sand
somewhat like a mole moves through
the soil. The shallow depth of the pan
meant they could not get very far
under the sand and we could find
them easily by the hump they form-
ed. Their syphon was extended up out
of the sand and this was another clue
as o iheir wieresbouls, We Changed
their water daily and placed small
eonuings in the sand (o tem to eat.
Though we failed to see them eat, the
open shells indicated they were
feeding.

The books tell us there are hun-
dreds of olive shells, all highly polish-
ed like our cylindrical Lettered Olive
with the hiergglyphic markings. The
sharp pointed spine at the tip is form-
ed by the four to five body whorls
concealed within the shell. The open-
ing is oval-shaped and notched at the
base and it is from this notch that the
syphon is extended. The large foot
and mantle of the live animals ex-
tends to practically cover the entire
shell, keeping it poiished to a high
degree. The foot is rounded in front
and pointed behind,

Coloration is usually cream to
grayish with brown tent-like mark-
inis. This coloration and patterns of
dark markings suggest characters or
letters and give the name. Most
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olives are carnivorous and eat other
sand dwellers who share the shallow
sandy bottoms with them. The Let-
tered Olive is found along the
santheactern Tinited States and is the
largest of the two species found in
North Carouna. size may get up to
2%2 to 3 inches. Individuals group
together in colonial fashion in
shallow water. When moving about,
the expanded mantle and toot exhibit
the same color markings as the shell.
The animals are usually nocturnal
but if they are burrowing
underground I'm not sure what dif-
ference this makes!

We are told the coastal Indians
made necklaces from these glossy
shells long before the white man set
foot on these shores. Today, shell-
crafters prize them for key chains,
necklaces and other projects.

After several weeks, we took
“Oliver” and “Giivia"™ back 15 the
beach at low tide and buried them in
the shallow sand at the water's edge.
They had helped us discover some of
the life and living along the edge of
the sea and made us more ap-
preciative of the forces at work all
around us in the natural world.
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ON THE BEACH AT GCEAN ISLE

MON.-THURS. SPECIAL: |

6 oz. Steak &
All-You-Can-Eat

Bay Scallops

Best breakfost in Brunswick! Greal daily buffei
served 11:30-2. Live entertainment Wed., Fri. &
Sot. All ABC permits. Open 7 days. 579-6474.

$6.95

with potato
& vegetable
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All-You-Can-Eat
Shrimp
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$6.95
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Ali-You-Cen-Eai

Spaghetti &
Meat Balls
soled & beverage

$4.75

Serving the best prime rib & seofood in Brunswick! Open 5 p m

Live entertoinment Fridays & Soturdays All ABC permits
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To-go

Tsband House

Ocann lsle Beach. 579-3787

THE BRUNSWICK BEACON,

BASED ON IMMEDIATE NEED

Thursday, Jannary 31, 1985—Page 54

Emergency Funds Can Help Pay Local Heaiing Bilis

RY SU/SAN UISHER

Brunswick County's Department of
Social Services wants to help people
who need immediate assistance in
heating their homes by paying their
fuel bill or even buying them a
kerosene space heater.

But many of the households that
quality apparenily don't know
help—up to $200 per crisis—is
available.

Seccial Worker Supervisor Evelyn
Johnson said Monday night that the
county has received an additional
$7,670 from the state in crisis in-
tervention program funds. But de-
mand for the funds haen't been that
high, although the state considers the
southeastern counities like Brunswick
among those with the greatest need.

The money is part of $1 million in
federal block grant funds distributed
statewide last week by the N.C.
Department of Human Resources
when record-breaking cold pushed
demand for ieaiing heip beyond ihe
resources of several counties, Ms.
Johnson said the added funde hring
the county’s total crisis fund to

$47554, of which $22,000 has been
spent “as of today," she said.

Following state and area publicity
about the program last Friday, 20
persons appiied for assisiance Mon-
day, she indicated, which will effect
the amount of funds remaining,

Ms. Johnson said the agency will
help families with an immediate
need for heat by paying for fuel oil,
kerosene, firewood or electricity.
The payments go directly to fuel
dealers or utility companies. The
money cannetbo uned to oov ront o
cept in situations where utility
payments are included in the rent,
but it can be used to obtain a more
long-range solution to n heating
crisis.

“We can do more than just buy
fuel," she said. “We can buy
kerosene heaters if it will help the
family with its heating problem.,

*“We want to spend all this money.
We don't want to send any back."

The state has asked counties that
are not using ineir fuii aiiocaiion io
return money for redistribution to
counties where demand s higher

Allocations are limited to $200 per

Nursing Students Post Top Scores

Brunswick Technical College nurs-
ing students have posted a 81% pass-
ing rate on the State Roard of Nure
ing Licensure Fwaminaticn The
oractical nurse education program
has been in existence at BTC for two
years.

Students are accepted in the nurs-
ing program at tech at the beginning

of the school year in September.
Classroom work is performed at the
Southnart Annes camnne Uil
practice is held in Dosher Memorial,
Brunswick and Grand Strand
Genvral hospitals,

Space in the program is limited to
20 students per year, but applications
for admission are accepted at any
time during the year.

crisis. People who have already got-
ten help with fuel costs this winter
may apply for more crisis fuel
assistance.

The crisis program is tie noi v be
confused with the state's low-income
energy income assistance program
offered each fall. Eligibility for that
program is based on the household's
October income, while crisis
assistance is based on the family's

immeodiate need.

“We especially want to reach the
elderly and households with small
children," said Ms. Johnson.

Application is best made at the
sociai services ofiice by the person in
need or someone representing them,
she said, so that vendors are con-
tacted immediately to arrange fuel
delivery,

Applications taken by telephone or
out in the field, she added, can delay
this process.,
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a bigger refund
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We can'i promise cveryone
this. but in a recent SUrvey

ol customers  who got
refunds, 3 out of 4 believe
they  got  bigger  refunds
than il they did their own
taxes. 3 out of 4!
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Main Street

Open 9 AM-6 PM Weekdays, 9.5 Sol., Phone 754.6067

I Mastertard and Visa accepisd.
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New EXtended HourS. At UCB, we're giving you

more time to do your banking. Our new hours, effective February 4 are
more convenient (and easier to remember) than ever before. So if you’ve
got the inclination to take advantage of our great selection of UCB
services, come on by. Because now more than ever, we've got the time!
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New Hours For UCB’s Main Office In Shallotte:

Lobby Service and Drive-In Windows.
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Friday, 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Hours For UCB Offices in Calabash, Ocean isie,
And Shallotte’s

South Branch:

Lobby Service.

Monday through Thursday, 9 a.m. to i p.m., and 3-5 p.m.

Friday, 9 a.m. to I p.m., and 3-6 p.m.
' Drive-In Windows.
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Monday through Thursday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

A vt A oo
Q.111. W v preail.

(These are new hours for Calabash.)

CAROLINA

m

—

m Marriser FOAC

Your Dependabic Banking Parinor




