under the sun

Chappell Relies On Gift
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Brunswick County Commissioner Chris Chappell
says he's always had a *‘gift of gab,”” even as a child
growing up in the Myrtle Head section of Ash.

That ability came into play early, helping him claim
a role on athletic teams at Waccamaw High School even
after a bout with rheumatic fever as a seven-year-old
took him out of school for six months and left him with a
heart murmur, unable to dress out through his junior
year of high school.

But one year, behind his parents’ backs, he joined the
Eogles bagkothall cquad, Hae's hean on ona team or
.mnthor ever since, moving from a Chicago Cubs farm
team te the Brunswick County Board of Commissioners.

In his first game for Waccamaw, played against
Naking, he was high scorer. But Chappell’'s basketball
career ended abruptly when the newspaper was
delivered, bearing an account of the game.

A strong interest in sports remained, influencing
subsequent decisions.

Chappell couldn’t always rely that heavily on his gift
of gab, however. Today he speaks slowly, in almost a
drawl, pacing his words carefully, continuing to rely on
the technique he used to overcome a childhood stutter,
Only a trace of that stutter remains today, when he
becomes excited and talks rapidly.

Once in his control, that gift of gab has been useful
since his days as water and bat boy, figuring in his elec-
tion to a two-year ter:n on the Brunswick County Board of
Commissioners and re-election in Novemnber 1984 to a
four-year term. He also credits re-election to other fac-
tors: 1 was always told to be able to defend your position
and to try to be honest,” said Chappell.

This yvear, as the only returning member of the
board, he was also elected chairman of the five-member
board, placing new demands on his “gift of gab" and ex-
perience working as a team.

Chappell campaigns continuously; he doesn't stop
once elected. Remaining visible to the public once in of-
fice iz 2 tin thic nolitical realist is auick to suggest to any
official wlt}l an eye toward re-election. For instance, he
recently spoke to two history/government ciasses at
West Brunswick High Schoaol, something he enjoys. Chap-
pell said he would get out more like that if he didn't work.

But the skill Chappell considers his best asset also
can be a liability, he said

“Probably my worst virtue as a county commis-
sioner is that T want |.o hclpcverybody I you have a pro-
blein 1 want to heip.”

Orce you tell someone you'll iry (o help, though, they
et mad if you can’t do it, he said. “It hurts when you
have o go back and say it can't be done."

iots of Umes thue answers reliate 1o one of his major
trustraiions with government: what he coas ae the coiin.
tv's role as “whipping boy" for the state, The county is
created by the state and is an arm of 51.'1'1:.' govermnent.

Tiwi relallonslijr—eapeciaily whan it comeos o pre
grame and regulations and the money to carry them
out—leaves the commissioners often caught ‘'between

what the public wants and what the state says you have to
do," he said. “There's a lot we don't agree with,"”

For instance, he cites stricter seprc tank reguiations
enacted by the state that he said he thinks make il more
difficult and more costiy to develop land in Brunswick
County, for “the little person’ who wants to subdivide a
small tract for his children as well as the large developer.

Chappell said that when forced to choose, he tends to
lean more toward both free enterprise and individual
rights, such as a man’s right to do with his property as he
chooses, a sentiment reflected in his attitudes toward
zoning and regulation of develooment.

While he is chairman of the county board this year,
Chappell ran from District 1, which includes basically
Shallotte and Waccamaw townships, two diverse entities
with very different needs and praspects for the future,

He's expected to represent their interests on the
board,

Other commissioners aren't in such a different posi-
tion, he said. “Each of us have o represent the needs of
our district and weigh those needs against the needs of
the entire county.”

Chappell said that representing the needs of both
digtricts doesn’t create a conflict “"but a challenge” for
him: *T have to understand both sides { of issues affecting
the townships) so 1 an explain it.”

Shallotte Township, where he makes his home in
Calabash Acres, 15 undergoing rapid change with an em-
phasis on tourism, growth and development.

Change comes more slowly in Waccamaw
Township—the rural, predominantly agricultural area
where Chappell spent his childhood as the son of Jack and
Eloise Simmons Chappell.

To help him stay on top of the needs of each township,
he proposes to sel up by summer an adviscry committee
for each, composed of a representative group of
residents.

Meanwhile he said he tries to make sure the commis-
sioners are working together.
it we voie aguinsi each viher, then we reundt
sahind our decieian ta work tavathar for a1l the county!

Chappell rejected criticism leveled against him tht
since assuming the chalrmanship e has exercised '
tator'-like tactics,

“It's not so. I'm more laid back. The board feelstee

to ask questions. My role since I've been there has ben to
guide them as to what has been done,”” he added.

Ime chairmansiip nas piaced vaifa demancss B
and the lime he spends with his family, which icludes
his wife, the former Linda Benton, and daughtes, Chris-
ty, 13, and Gwyn, 9.

Mrs. Chappeii operaies Linda's Beauty Des nearby,
an eccanation her hushand has more than a ¢ssing ac-
quaintance with,

After grdduuling from Waccamaw Hig School in
1688, e wanted 1o continus playing basebal He had his
chance with the old Porder Belt, a semi- pro,f&l'm opera-
tion of the Chicago Cubs that includedteams from

Things Have Changed In Four Years

(Continued From Page A}
car? All the lots and roadsides are
posted o parking.
A few of these real estate men had
better gel together and get a few lots

cotmumunity.

of time and effort in service to the

Dr. Virtoria E. Webster

your fine coverag i spite of the pro-
blems caused b thal catastrophic
event. Truly, Jutf&'iﬂ' to the occasion
“and met the chefenge.

Secondly, yof first place award
for general efellence is a fitting

Shallotte

Brunswick and Colnbus counties. Baseball was to
dominate his spare tne for the next ‘ll wura

He leii SECT iattend barke hirian
coming back to therea to work in wh;lm ille, then \lv\\
Hanover County as then with George “*Buddy™ Evans in
Shallotte.

He kept play# bascball until 1973, when a serious
game injury rested in 20/60 vision in his left eye.

In the meadme he had met the woman he was to
marry on a bli{ date. They were wed Valentine's Day
1971. A year l#t he went to work with her father, Earl,
at Brown & pot, on construction of the CP&L nuclear
power plant j Southport.

Another/ear later and Benton, Chappell and his
brother-in-1# Tony were in business for themselves,
That year hirls gave up his part-lime farming on the
homeplacdor good. In 1978 they bought their first land
for develément purposes. Late last year they divided
the consuction part of the brsiness bot shill work
togetherm development.

By 74 slowpitch ball had come to Brunswick County
and Chepell traveled and played until 1981, giving it up
only tenter polities.

“Tday he pursues his interest in sports vicariously.
Bothis daughters are cheerleaders; he attends as many
of thr games as he can.
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10%-50% OFF!
®*Room size carpet & vinyl remnants below cost.
eFree doormats & Accumarkers

s tIngl

Main Street, Shallotte
754.6965 754-B049

February 15th & 16th, Friday & Saturday Only!

Q 4a & Refreshments Served

*Drawing for $100 Savings Bond
©$100 discount on any style Salem carpet
store on sale with savings of
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CHRIS CHAPPELL, chairman of the Brunswick Coun-
ty Board of Commissioners, enjoys (alking about his
work with county government. Above, he chats with
government students at West Brunswick High School.
Polities isn't bad, he told them, it's just given a bad
nnme becnuse of o few of the people that get involved in
i,
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down along the beach for people in all
these little developments to park
their cars. After all, that beach was
put there by the gond lord for
evervone to en'lov_ not just those
beachfront property owners who are
being very selfish by insisting on

pusliig 5i50s {or no parking.

Mrs. J.F. Bonk
Rt.3, Seashore Road
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Big is Not
Always Best

To the editor:
Congratulations to the Beacon and
STAITETS Ofl YOUT IUSE FeUein iR aprs

Newspaper Plays
A Vital Role

To the editor:

Congratulations to you and your
fine etaff unon vour four awards in
the N.C. Press Assoclation competl-
tion. They are truly deserved

The awards prompt a couple of
thoughts: first, Susan and Terry
seemn almost apologetic that they
won an award based on your
coverage of Hurricane Diana.
They're being a bit modest, for cer-
tainly the contest judges recognized

press awards. Your hallmark in pro-
mulgation of community intevest
news warrants erulation and
recognition by your peers in''general
T

CALL UTsm

To demonstrate reader continued
support of recognized excelience, my
rriistiance is incladed ta incure no
interruntions in the reading and lesr-
ning pleasures derived from the
Beacon.

I salute all of you for your deserved
awards in professional journalism.
You've proved again the creditabality
of the adage, “'Big 1s not always
haet *'

Criarlie C. Scearce Jr
Fayetteville

Effort Obvious
To the aditor
| noted in the paper thal you have
been presented four awards. Let me
assyre you of my sincere sdmiration
for persons such as yourseives who
have obvicusly put forth a good deal
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Whiteville
754-4488
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Ground Contect

Your HOUSGhOId WOI'd

tribute to the Afort you make week-
by-week to cger important events in
Brunswick Qunty.

Your papd plays & vital rele in
h.lghlughnm cach week those things
which sere to make life better in
Brunswigg County. This is a
smmr-::nd vital role if this area |s
to grow [yways that do make life bet-
ter.

Thomas S. Corbitt Jr.
Director
Brunswick Visitors Center
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Electric Blankets

Double Bed Size
Single Control

$287

Dual Control
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