New Flnqnce Ofticer Attracted By Challenges Of County Growth

BY SUSAN USHER

Wallace H. Harding, Brunswick
County’s new finance director, calls
his move from Orange County to the
fastest growing county in the state g
career advancement' and an oppor-
tunity to live in an area he likes, the
coast.

It's also, he added i an interview
Monday, “an opportunity to get into
some new and exciting things.”

Along with new challenges, the
40-year-old Wake County native gets
an increase in pay from $36,144 to
$38,098.

Orange, in the Piedmont area of
the state, had, in 1980, a population af
77,055, more than twice Brunswick's
33,777 census. However, its 1981 pro-
perty valuation was only slightly
larger than Brunswick's, at §1.8
million to $1.7 millien.

Orange County is basically con-
cerned with “traditional county fune-
tions,” the functions any county
assumes as an arm of the state
government,

But Brunswick County, because of
u_., 13 ﬂmal' municipnlttma and ra :rl-

is moving bewnd Lhe trarht:unnl nnrl
Into services more typically provided
by municipalities, he indicated.

Not the least of these is an am-
bitious $30 million county water
system with a trunk line that, when
completed, will run from the north to
bath the south and corners ends of the
county. The county is ageressively
working to extend service (o
numerous customers directly, either
through extensions into subdivistons
or direct tap-ons, as well as to
wholesale customers such as towns
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and industies.

Ju\:ﬁhng 198506 budget prepara-
tions in two counties, Harding work-
ed his last day in Orange County Fri-
day and began work at ine culnpliex
in Bolivia on Monday.

Harding said he thinks he brings to
the county a “fresh set of eyes,” an
open-minded approach and a variety
of finance-related experiences on
which to draw.

In & recent Durham Morning
Herald article, Orange County
Manager Kenneth Thumpsun praised
Harding's achievements during his
three vears there. Under Harding's
leadership since March 1, 1982, he
said, the county had earned the
highest possible rating for financial

records, recognized by “certificates
of conformance” for the past two
years.

Thompson alse credited Harding
with streamlining county auditing
procedures and establishing an ag-
gresslve investment program for the
county.

Before taking the Orange County
post, the Auburn University graduate
worked as assistant chief of the
Fiscal Management Section of the
N.C. State Treasurer’s Department.

In that capacity, he traveled the
state providing technical assistance
to local governments. Those stops in-
cluded Brunswick County, about six
years ago shortly after Dennis Har-
rison, the man Harding succeeds,
had begun work as county finance of-
ficer.

Orange Counly, recalled Harding,
was the first test of all the advice
he'd given to local governments,

1 had spent five years telling them
what to do. 1 didn't know whether 1
could do .

He found he could, but in the pro-
cess Harding said he “mellowed"”
suiiew hial,

"As a consultant T didn't have to
familiar with the personalities and
the politics.”

He learned the art of com-
promise—at least to the extent allow-
ed by the law and general accounting
principles

“It means being ot least receplive

0 & request to do something, ’ he

said, to trying a different way of
handling something,

On that early visit to Brunswick
Courty, Harding said he liked the
aren.

Shallotte Middle Lists Honor Students

Shallotte Middle School recently
announced the students who have
earned academic recognition for the
fourth six weeks' grading period.
Students on the principal's list earn-
ed aii As Tor the six weeks, whiie
students on the honor roll earned no
less than a B.

Fourth Grade
& o rallAmy Caluw Tahin Chmshell

Hobin Hewett, Heather Morne, Sean Hughes,
Tree Sokne

' it Kemns Haliame,
Jasun Booth, Lauren Boyte, Asron Butler, (eof-
dizabeth Caison, Hennde Clark, Kim
s, Patricia (lemmons. Apeil Cumibes,

Kelly, Edwards, Michael Fowler, Julie J\.mu
Galloway, Norria Gause, Emily Gore, Scott Goce,
Wiltie Core;

Also, Yates Guplon, Keith Holden, [aurel
Keeare, Scott Lewis, Ashley Marshall, Catheyn
Mintz, Wendl Moore, Darrilyn Morgan, Kristing
Pouloa, Caroline Roberts, Mary Miller Russ,
Natasha Scott, Terry Stanley, Jeany Jo Stout and
Hope Varmgn

Filth Grade

A honge rollJulires Rallo, Kim Fastey.
Dramaris Bettinger, oline Carllale, Leal
(heers. Pamels Detrie, Ebony Grissett, Jacob
Hugs. Hamilton Lee, Lori Melamb, Tikils
Morgan, Chris Smith and Kevin Willismson

B honor roll—Mark Aubrey, Sonja Bulnes,
Ginger Bland, Bridge! Briles, Matthew Bozeman,
Alvin Burney, Cleon Butler, Tony Calson, Barry
Cradwick, Tracy Clemynors, Amy Cooper Jody
Diale, Latirant Evans, Tara Evana, Cheryl Gore
Amber Grisselt, Tamels Grissetl, Martha
Hewett, April HUL, Bridget Hill, Latoods Hili, Tar
ahall Hill;

Also. Heather Hughes, Ginn Hutchera, David
Togle. Lloyd Jackser, Flbert Jobnson Aldwin
Lance, Trael Kirby, Sonny Leggen,
Mariow, Wanda Morgan, Terry Na
Ouertine, Henes Pickett, Hen Robinson, Jeasica
Mobinson, Flizabeth Robertson, Danie! Huss, Meg
Small, Eric Smith, Dawn Seith, Penmy Todd
Dronnie Warren and Sarah Williamsoe

fixth Grade

A hanor roll—Kebvin Barnes, Chris Blasd, Chris
Byrd, Perry Culpepper, Elas Merndon, Rita
Halmes, Chris Phelps, Jennifer uss, Teeis Trest
and Jeasica Turner

B honor rell—Matt Abbatt, Kerri Barbee,
Cedrick Hates, Heather Hollck, Bobby Ronaviteh,
LaTanys Hrannon, Hebooom Huffkin, Marshess
Barney, Wendell Cheers. Weabey Chestrat, Tim:
my Flernmaons, Kim Divon. Mary Exrwesd, Amy
Edge, Alex Gore, Erika Farr. Allon Hewett,
Wnkin Hewett. Victoria Hill

Also, Shane Holden, Richard Lancaster, Jen-
nifer Long, Michae! Nelsor, Amy Nichols, Jenean
Normia, Hegina Norton, Michelle Hobinson, Mar-
cia Seagle, Michelle Sellers, Stacy Shaw, Cimdy
Bbgei, Dl Siiwes, S Smih LaTomo
sml‘\h. Karen Stanaland, Delens Stout, Maris

Sotiies Word Saede

= T
i Bismindy Valmss
Seventh Grade
A honor rell ~Kelly Baxley and Stephen Lan
cmaber
i Hewsor rall—Tants Buller, Nobin Calsbn, Tor
Grore, Haymond Howsrd, Nichale Johnaon, Kristh

lewin, Loulse lewls, Joha Malpass, Shetty
Nichels, Elateth Thomas, Amy Williams, Tif
Inny Mendy wred Tammy Williasson
Fighth firade

A honor roll - Kristen Boyles, Kelly Ward anid
Jenniler Yow

B honor rall—Fric frsrsn | s¥ave Hevant,
Angle Clemmans, Jeremy Danford, Hobert
Faircloth, Craig Fogle, Deeler (ause, Marcells
Gause. Alicin Gore, LaShonds Grissett, Uryan
Mewett, Larry Hewett, Jessica Horne, T J'ﬂ

by

ry  Shmmans Kcill

Sallin Eonhise smd Priscilla Tin

Specisl Claes
B honor roll-Steart Carter
Vewett, LaSandrn Jenreite, Terrin Jonretle,
Hobin Leoturd, Tentls Moote ang Teresa Smith
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GARBAGE CANS

While Supplies Last

- ‘-fciﬂetv

*HOLDEN BEACH CAUSEWAY

20-GAL. GAI.VINIZ!D“’ (i
|||!

©9-5 MON.-5AT.
naz ans

|'|ﬂr|_-\

ATTWOOD
MARINE
GAS TANK

'I 249

1587 sanddng 9!?‘!

"1 told him to give me a call if he
ever decided to leave.

“He didn't, but I found
anyway," Harding added.

So far the county has “rolled out
the red carpet” for him, Harding
sald.

He says the stafi of the finance
department is lt.:. biggest assel. Har-

out
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ding also 15 impressed with his
employers, the county board of com-
missioners.

“I like them. They asked u lot of
good questions,” he said,

Harding sald he hopes his wife and
twosons, a senforand a Junior in high
school, will relocate to the county in
June. In the meantime he'll be retur-

ning to Orange County on weekends,

He also is looking around
Brunswick County for a suitable
home and for job opportunities for his
wife, a certified public accountant
presently employed as o!sotiate
director of operations analysls a
N.C. Memorial Hospital In Clulpel
Hill.
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UCBHasAnIRA -
That'’s Right For You.

The UCB Self-Directed IRA is perfect for the individual who
wants complete control over his or her investments. It's the
one plan that gives you the I'chjbmly to buy common stocks,

surchase corporate and government
bonds...plus earn money market rates.
Ask your United Carolina Banker for complete
information on the UCB Self-Directed IRA. You'll see how
you can control your financial future by controlling your
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BITE AID DISCOUNT PHARMACY |
HILLS SHOP. CT H

HWY. 17 & NC HWY. 179, SHALLOTTE, NC
PHARMACY PHONE: 754-9106




