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Public Shows Little Interest In New Building Code Ordinance

BY SUSAN USHER
Only three people altended a public
hearing on a new building code or-

lzgi:iauon paased by the Gﬂwral
in 1

Beach and an air conditioning and

. blished a stag-
gemd schedu]e. hased on slzae for all

dinance that will be ned
countywide over the next several
menths.

Though the county has no choice
but to start enforcing all aspects of
the state building code, Chris Chap-
pell, chalrman of the Brunswick
County Board of Cornmissioners, had
proposed the hearing. He wanted to
glve contractors and others an oppor-
tunity to air their opinions on it and to
have their questions answered. He
had expected a larger

“It bothers me nobedy came,” he
sald. "“The first time an inspector
stops someone from bullding because
they don't have a permit is when
they'll start critizing and that's when
they won't have any right to
criticlze.""

ivcal gover T
building inspectlon programs.
Brunswick County is part of the last
group and must be enforcing the code
by July 1. The ordinance will be
adopted In April, at which time the
county will start advertising for in-

spectors.

Brunswick County’s new ordinance
covers all volumes of the state
building code, plus wind-resistance
and fire-resistance codes and flood
plain regulations required for
residents of unincorporated areas to
qualify for tederally-subsidized flood
insurance.

‘Those attending the briel hearing
Monday night included a member of
the county planning board, the
bullding inspector from Ocean Isle

Funds Would Support
Veterans' Offices

A bill eosponsored by Rep. F.
Dovid Redwine in the N.C. House
may provide operating funds for
countly velerans service programs on
a matching basis

If passedd by the General Assembly,
the bill would allow the N.C. Depart-
mant of Administration 1n coniriinie
up ta $,000 in matching funds for
each veternny service, or up lo
200,000 annually stotewide.

Hedwine also  co-sponsored  two
il that “will in my epinion help our
valunteer firemen and  rescue

sqquads,'” he adided.

House Bill 262 would increase the
monthly pension for firemen and
rescue squad members from §75 per
month Lo §100 per month. C

Fund, provided that certain back
payments are made into the fund,
sald Hedwine,

A bill to repeal the charter of the
Town of Shady Forest passed the
House and was in the Senate as of
Inte last week. Hedwine introduced
the bili Because the own Nas been in-
aetive for a number of years.

In his weekly report, Redwine also
mentioned but offered no personal
views on two public hearings held
Inst week on key issues, One proposes
the stats renulre the wearing of seat
belts, the other concerns a proposed
career lndder for educators and
basic education program for the
schools.

bill H.B. 263 would provide firemen
and rescue squad workers retroace
tive membership In the Firemen's

nng feseue Sgumd Workeis' Pensh

(Continued From Page 1-A)
Iy made the sexual advances,

Soles sald he came to court Thes-
day prepared to defend his client
agalnst the first<legree rape charge.
Using the victim's statements given
o detectives at the sheniff's depart-
saent the day following the incident,
Soles defended Holden's netions, say-
ing the woman had walted o day
before even reporting the incident, It
wis her gielfriend who later ealled
the palipa, he sddad

Rather  than “cutting  of ™ the
deferdant completely, the vietim had
replied, 1 don't think so,” when
Holden asked if he could make sexual
advances toward her, Soles snid

“We came with the intentions of
trying the case out, bul in view of the
defendant’s prior record we know we
would have problems, " Soles said

Holden 14 on probation from the
state of Texas for another sexual of-
fense thal occurred in 1982, Easley

[ can contact Redwine
in Raleigh by calling 7335740 or
writing to him at Room 2210, State
Legislative Bullding, Raleigh, NC

aiaii

sald. The court did not act on
Holden's probationary status in
sentencing the defendant.

In the case from Texas, Holden
was sentenced to seven years of pro-
bation and fined §750, Easley said.

On Jan. 8, Holden was charged by
Hrunswick County Sherifl’s Deputy
Nancy Simpson with first-dogree sex-
unl offense involving & seven-year-
old girl who told her teacher Holden
had “licked her privates,” Easley
snld,

Beeause of the girl's age, it would
have been difficult to put her on the
stand; however, her testimony
against Holden's would have been
necessary to win, the case, Easley
sald,

“There was no evidence thal she
was hurt, physically” Soles said of
the Gastonia worman,

“There was no evidence that the
girl was hurt, physically,” Soles add-
ed in asking for the lighter sentence.
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heating contractor,

The contractor, Walter Willetts of
Holden Beach, wanted to know If the
county planned to strictly enforce the
code, which he said was “for the
benefit of the homeowner,” or do as
he alleged some municipal inspec-
tors have done, simply collect the
maoney and give out inspection slips
without making on-site inspections.

Ocean Isle Beach Inspector T.D.
Roberson had policy questions, ask-
ing how many inspectors the county
planned to hire and how aggressively
it would enforce code sections requir-
ing “'safe and sanitary"” housing,

He said one or two Inspectors
wouldn't be able to cover a county the
size of Brunswick, especially “with
all the new ground being broken."

When enforcing safe and sanitary
housing requirements, he said, *You

3 4

can't really force them out unless you
have somewhere to send them.”

Clegg said the county would !I.r.-,'r.
Eive the properiyownarar
period of time in which to bring hous-
ing up to standard under an “order of
abatement,”” before considering evic-
tion.

He said next year's proposed
budget includes salaries for three in-
spectors Lo cover the unincorporated
areas of the county, as opposed to an
earlier proposal to start with two in-
spectors,

They will be expected to imple-
ment the ordinance *as statutorially
strictly as possible," Clegg said, or
not expect to continue working for
the county.

Clegg said the on-site inspections
would be timely so as not to delay
contractors,

Presently the county enforces only

II!

ATAFF U BY CARDH T AWIATT

Checks Presented

Haolden Reach Merchants Associntion President Cletls Clemmons (right)
presented checks to Coastline Rescue Squad and Tri-Beach Fire Depart-
ment al the assoclation’s meeting last Thursday night. The donations were
from the proceeds of the unnual Festival by the Sea spousored by the
assoclation each October. Virginia Paroell (left) accepts a §1,000 check on
behall of the rescue squad. Doug Todd of Tri-Beach accepts a $1,000 check

for the squad’s use and snother §1,000 ciech io Beip pay

the fire house,

Ban On Open

A statewide ban on all open burn-
Ing was lifted Friday afternoon by
the N.C. Division of Forest
Resources after the ares's second
rainfall in a week's time.

“Everything's back to normal—at
least for now,” Brunswick County
Ranger Miller Caison sald Tuesday.

Buming without a permit is allow-
ed between 4 pan. and midnight or
within 100 feet of an occupied dwell-
iny.

The ban—which is stricter than a
cancellation of all burning  per-
mits—had been imposed nfter high

Weather Remains Near Normal

Weather conditions should remain
about the same across the South
Brunswick Islands over the next few
days, with near normul
temperatures and precipitation

Shaliotte Point meteorologist
Jackson Canady sald temperatures
should range in the mid-40s at night
to the mid-60s during the day, with
about ote-half inch of rain

For the period March 1924,
Canady recorded a maximurmn high of
B0 degrees on the Z4th and a
minimum low of 20 degrees on the
19%th. An average daily high of 70

CORRECTION

R.E. Bellomy & Sons circular in
this week's lssue of The
Beacon incorrectly  pictures
ond names o roke No. 18815
should be o Bow Roke
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Burning Lifted
winds and dry weather conditions
fueled a rash of lires statewide, in-
cluding 124 fires between March 12
and Friday in District 8 alone, More
than 1,500 acres were burned in the
five-county aren.

Bul since last interviewed o week
ago, Caison said his office had
responded to cnly one or two fires in
the county.

“We have not been very busy at all
with the fires,” he said.

Burning permits can be obtained
from county rangers and designated
permit issuing agencies across the
county.

degrees and an average dally low of
38 degrees combined for an average
datly temperature of 54 degrees,
about one degree below normal.

Canady recorded seventh-tenths
inch of rain

the electrical, plumbing and heating

and air conditioning codes, contrac-

ting the work to part-time inspectors.

Their wages are the fees thev rollect
Other Business

In other business, commissioners
voted unanimously not to seek a plan-
ning grant from the N.C. Office of
Ceastal Management, following the
recommendation of the county plann-
ing board.

A memo from Planning Board
Chairman Ed Gore indicated the
grants would be “for such small
amounts the red tape involved would
outwelgh the advantage of the out-
side help,” and that past experience
shows proposals submitted by Lhe
county for studies ‘‘to meet our real
needs have not been looked upon with
faver.”

“We would not suggest doing a
study just because someone is dangl-

ing a carrot of funds,” he wrote.

Gore also suggested the state
doesn't have the funds for such
grante and wonld probably seek fun-
ding, from the legisialure to cover
any grants sought, “whereas there
may well be higher needs within the
state for state dollars than this pro-
gram."

They also, after waiting several
hours for Commissioner Frankie
Rabon to get out of a social services
board meeting going on at the same
time, also reappointed lhreg

bers of the ni 5
Resources Development Commis-
sion: Leo Johnson of Shallotte;
Walter L. Johnson of Long Beach and
Van Clark of Leland. Election of of-
ficers and other immediate action
needed by the commission had been
delayed until the appointments could
be made:

Brunswick Fastest Growing

{Continued From Page 1-A)

Housing units increased by 72 per-
cent in the Shallotte township, 43 per-
cent in Lockwood Folly, 33 percent in
Smithville, 30 percent in Town Creck,
25 percent in Northwest and 21 per-
cént in Waccamaw.

+ Since the 1980 census was taken,
1‘2,‘"3 permanent residents have
moved into Brunswick County, the
report shows. In 1981, the population

£ sed bee 1850 yosidonte and

Hr e

grew steadily up to 2,940 additional ©

residents in 1984
The permanent population increas-
erd by 85 people at Ocean Isle Beach,

by 71 residents at Sunset Beach, 33
residents at Holden Beach, hy 31
residents in Shallotte and ten
residents in Calabash.

Other areas of the county recorded
the following permanent resident
population increases: Southport, 51

residents; Long Beach, 200
residents; Caswell Beach, 64
residents, Yaupon Beach, 35

residents and Railing Soring Lakes.
B3 residents.

No changes were reported in
Navassa, Belville or Shady Forest
while Bolivia gained five residents.
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IF YOU'RE
NOT LIVING

A TRADITION,

YOU'RE NOT |
LIVING.

ast, you're not hiving the way
r toduy this prestigious hifestyle of luxurious
single or multi-fumily homes
Rolf course views next to the Atlantic Ocean

abundant amenities from championship golf and
tennis to stables and riding paths, os well as a
private mannn
Hetter act seon, though, Phase one is virtually sold
out. Phase two is on its wonyv. Begin ‘Living o
Tradition” now

vou'd hike to. Come

with intracoastal or
with
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See our GREAT SPRING HARDWARE SALE circular in this week’s Beacon!
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