fave you ever heard the old
ge—"'build a better mouse trap,
U1r wnrld will beat a path to your
or? Well, try this new
«—"bulld a better bird house, and
» birds will not only beat 8 path to
ur door but will also sing beautiful-
andl keep the local bug population
chick."

This new adage may be a bil “wor-
", but it is particularly true if you
ild & better purple martin house_
urple martins have been recognized
h desirable birds for centuries. They
o attractive, sing beautifully, and
pst of all, they eat insects by the
pousands,

Purple martins are social by
ture, and nest in small colonles,
ey ure fairly easily attracted to

esting structures have their
rawbacks, Compartment houses
de of wood must be painted, and
g iust also be taken down and cleaned
rery year, A wooden martin house
ith 10 or more compartments can
Iso weigh over 60 pounds. Try
emnoving one of these from the top of
Ifool pole In a heavy wind!
ourds are much lighter than
¥ ooden houses and don't have to be
ainted, but will only last two or
ee years before they must be
the rescue, however, and it can be An 8-foot length of polyvi

Aspace-nxe material has come to  found at any bullding supply store. (FVC) pipe can easily be
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How To Build A Better B|rd House

minlmum of trouble or expense,

Start by dividing the pipe into
" Gdneh sections by Inserting round,
wooden discs ot Ginch intervals,
Then, drill n 2-inch entrance hole inta
each compariment, aitach
tuse smull plpes or dowels ), and cop
he top end of te pipe. The lurge pipe
for the house, small pipe or dowels
for the perches and wy all
e purchased for an This
compares very favorably to a wood
house, which may cost as much ns
§100,

A

The pipe house should be erected in
it elesr ares near water on a pole at
least 15 feet high. Since purple mar-
« Uns return from thelr wintering
T grounds in South Ameries in several
stages —usunlly beglnning te arrive
in North Carclina by early Mar-
ch—the houses should be erected
before the birds arrive. I you're o lt-
Ue late, though, It's still worth erec-
+ ting the house. You may be lucky and
altract & new colony.  Although
established colonles return Lo nites
-j vecupled the previeus year, surplus
birds will leave these areas and seek
new quarters.
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THIS HOMEMADE PURPLE MARTIN HOUSE may be bullt from plastic pipe for about
$390. Purple martins are not only attractive songbirds, but also prey heavily on mosquitoes.

For complete plans on bullding a
PV pipe house for purple marting
contact the Division of Conservation
Education, N.C, Wildlife Resources
« 512 N. Sallsbury St.,
Halelgh, '\I ien

nyl chloride
turned into

an attractive, durable home for 10 Lo
12 pairs of purple martina with

WE TOTE THE NOTE
O THESE SUBDIVISIONS

OFFICE AT INTERSECTION OF HWY 130
& HOLDEN BEACH CAUSEWAY
PHOME (919)842-3190/ 6274
RT. 2, BOX 121, SUPPLY, NC 28462

O'NEIL CAISON, OWNER

Riverside |

Lots available for single-family residences or recrestional purposes

l‘o-lurn privale boat ramp, paved streets. 2 tennis counts. brautiful land.
ng. Subdivision is controlled by restrictions and covenants.

Barefoot Bay
Lasts available for mobile homes and/or travel trallers. Approximately one
mile from Holden Beach. Turn-key packages include mobile home (ready
for oceupaney) with lot, septic tank & electricity. Also, lots available for an-
nual lrase. Paved streets.

Rivers dp 11
Lots available for single and doublewide maohile homes. Features private
boal ramp, paved streets, 2 tennbs courts, brautiful landscaping. Subdivi-
sion hes restrictions and/or covenants,

For more information sbout Riverside | 8 1] contsct White Incestments, Box 60, Shallotte, Y. 28459, 19191754-6415 or
(1" Neil Caison, Rt 2, Bax 121, Supply, . 28663, (9ingil-6lTi.
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