APPEAL IS LIKELY

State Announces
In Autumn's Favor

BY SUSAN USHER

Overriding the recommendation of
a regional health planning board, the
state announced Friday it has ap-
proved & proposal from Autumn
Corp. of Rocky Mount to build a
lit-bed nursing home facility in
Shallotte,

Letters of notification were mailed
Friday to the six firms secking to
build nursing homes in Brunswick
County.

Parties unhappy with the state's
decision have 30 days in which to ap-
peal, indicated Lee Hoffman, Area 5
project analyst with the N.C. Divi-
sion of Facility Services Certificate
of Need Section.

“'I'm sure that they will,” she said,
basing her comment on the section’s
experience in other areas of the
state. “'In areas where we made deci-
sions last month, two of three cases
have already been appealed. We ex-
pect it because there is so much com-
petition for the nursing homes."*

A two-year moratorium on nursing
home construction was lifted July 1.
Also, there are a limited number of
beds nllccated under the slate's
health <are pl acoording o
regional needs. Brunswick County
has an identified need for 100
longterm care beds.

Autumn was one of six {irms vying
for the certificate of need required to
build all or a part of those beds. It
proposes to build a $1.79 million pro-
ject that includes 50 skilled, 50 in-
termediate and 10 home for the aged
beds in Shallotte,

An appeal or a request for a con-
tested case hearing can be filed by
“almost anyone,” she had told The
Beacon earlier, including the firms
whose applications were rejected or
residents of the area to be served.

A choice of two first steps ex-
ist—requesting a reconsideration
hearing at which new information
wiil be presenied or, ibe st fre
quent option, the contested case
hearing

An appeal can take a year to two
years to resolve, with no construetion
begun in the interim.

Aulumn’ Corp., based in Rocky
Mount, owns six nursing homes in
North Carolina and four in Virginia
with a total of 717 beds. Beverly
Enterprises, its major competitor,
operates 17 facilities in the state.

Measure Before You Shop

The Cardinal Health Systems
Agency Board of Directors recom-
mended in January that Autumn's
strongest competitor for the cer-
tificate, Beverly Enterprises, be
granted a certificate of need by the
state o build a 100-bed nursing home
on property adjacent to Brunswick
Hospital in Supply. Beverly is one of
the largest nursing home companies
in the world. It had proposed a $1.7
million project at Supply with 50
skilled and 50 intermediate care
beds. Its plans called for sharing an-
cillary services, as well as utilities
such as sewer treatment and disposal
facilities, with the Brunswick
Hospital,

Cardinal is the health planning

STATE TROOPER W.H. Morgan watches as Calabash
Volunteer Rescue Sqund workers help remove a driver

dent.

from her wrecked car Sunday evening near Calabagh,

or i for 15 th m
counties. The board, in its recom-
mendation supporting Heverly, had
upheld the opinion of its project
evaluation committee.

Initially the agency's staff had
ranked Autumn's pli the
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The driver recelved minor injuries In the one-car acel

Discards Needed For Coasiline’s Sale

Spring cleaning over the Enster
holiday? Don't rush to throw that
trash away,

best of the six it received.

could not discuss why Autumn
Corp.'s application was approved
over those of the other applicants.

The firms had to meet 21 standards
set by the N.C. General Assembly
relating to community need, cost
containment and availability of
resources lo support the project,

Applicants had to show thelr pro-
posals had immediate and longterm
financial feasability, the probable
impact of the proposal on the costs of
and charges for providing the ser-
vices they proposed to deliver,
reasonable costs and methods of con-
struction and provision of nursing
care.

Also, availability of services to all
elements of the population, par-
ucuinriy groups el ave adie
tionally experienced difficullies in
ablaining equsl access to health ser-
vices such as women, low income
persons or racial and ethnic
minorities, the handicapped and the
elderly.

Other applicants seeking to build in *
Brunswick county were Britthaven
Ine., Trind Medical Services, Health
Care and Retirement Corp. of
America, and Cypress Springs with
Unifour Medical Management.
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1, save those old bed frames
and toasters iscards that still
have solne i for
the Ca S
Squad’s sixth annual July 4th Trash
and Treasure Sale, It will be held Ju-
Iy 4-7 at the squad bollding across
from Caison's Superette on Holden
Beach Road,

Donations are tax-deductible;
recelpts are available.

Squad volunteers will schedule o
delivery to the squad butlding, or if
the item is bulky or heavy, such us o
muttress or stove, they can pick itup,

A surprising array of goods can be
used, even, in past vears, seversl
boats that required caulking and a
car needing engine work. These
items are sold on closed bid, adding
to the squad’ trensury.
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To wrrange pick-up or delivery of
discarded, but useful items, contact
Co-Chairmen Kathleen Jacobs,
8426978, or David Hoover, 842.0

Or call the Coastline dispatcher on

Menu Includes
Easter Ham

Baked ham, traditionnl Easter
fare, joins fried chicken on the menu
Saturday, April 6, ot o dinner spon-
sored by the Supply Volunteer Fire
Department.

Plates will be served from 11 a.m,
0B pum, at the fire station on N.C. 211
of the U.S. 17 intersection,
0 cach, with all proceeds
o benefit the fire departiment

BAY*
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The Trash and Treasure Sale is o

main source of financial support for
the squid.
g March members responded
to 57 ealls for help, 19 of which were
clissed as lifesaving emergencles.
M re respondine  to ealls
volunteered 206 hours on active duty.
This excludes time spent in tradning,
performing maintenance and in ad-
ministrative meetings, or on call or
on dispatcher duty.

Woman
Injured
In Wreck

A Virginia Beach, Va., woman
received minor injuries Sunday even-
ing after her car ran off the shoulder
of U.S. 17 near Calabash and struck a
ditch bank, the State Highway Patrol
reported.

According to State Trooper W.H.
Morgan's report, Deborah Deen Mc-
Cormick, 29, was traveling on U.S, 17
about three miles north of Calabash
when her 1985 Plymouth ran off the
right side of the highway, causing her
o lose contivi of ihe car, The car
then crossed the left lane of traffic
and ran off the left shoulder, striking
a ditch bank, Morgan reported.

Ms. McCormick's car was
registered to the Execo Leasing and
Rental Co. of Charleston, 5.C., and
recelved about $2,800 in damage.
Members of the Calabash Voiunteer
Hescue Squad transported Ms, Me-
Cormick to the Brunswick Hospital In
Supply where she was treated and
released.

According to Trooper Morgan's
report, no citation was issued in the
nceldent, Morgan did Indicate Ma.
McCormick may have been ex-
Ceeaing a saie speed imit for the con-
ditions, which was estimated around
50 mph In the 56 mph zone,

The aceldent cocurred around 5:10
pam.
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