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Test Resui
BY TERRY POPE

Average scores for Brunswick County school students
showed gains over last year in most areas on the
California Achievement Test except for reading and
math in the iower gi ades.
"We feel good about most of our scores," said

Patricia Ward, county schools testing coordinator. "We
dc fee! - need to !""lr sf "or rpadine scores, especially in
me lower graces.
The state requires that the standard California

Achievement Test be given to students in grades 1, 2,3,
6 and 9 each year; however, Brunswick County schools
also tests its students in grades 4, 5, 7 and 8. The tests
were given in March.
The scores are provided in two parts, a grade

equivalent and a percentile formed by comparing the
raw test results with a national norm of students tested
across the nation. State averages also allows the county
to compare its scores with those of other students
across the state.
For example, Brunswick County's first-graders

scored 1.7 in reading at 48 percent, which means they
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MOST SCORES

its ShowNeed F
are reading at a first grade, seventh month level and
scored better than 48 percent of students taking the test.
The 1.7 score is a slight decrease from last year's i

first-orariprs who sporpH 1 ft AS SeCOnd-grS'tprs this ,

year, those students scored 2.8 in reading. The state
average for first-graders in reading this year was 1.9
Kiln (rtf cnnnnrl-itrn/lnrc IKn otfnr'.Kfn tunc 10 «

mil it; iui oiv.uiiu^i auvi >1 uiv u > t.i up,v noo u.k.;

Waceamaw Elementary first-graders scored 1.9 in (
reading, higher than other school scores of 1.8 for Lin- 1
coin Primary and 1.6 for the others. In the second f
grade, Southport Elementary scored a 3.3 in reading, or f
higher than the state average of 3.2, which was the
score for Waccamaw Elementary second-graders. s

Test results are used to help follow students along \

grade-by-grade in the school system, to "determine
how well they are progressing," said Ms. Ward.
"Overall, we feel our students are showing improve- i
ment." t
Third-graders scored 3.6 in reading, below the state i

average of 4.0. Other reading scores by grade were: C
fourth, 4.7; fifth, 5.8; sixth, 6.7, below the state's 7.2; e
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SHOWS GAINS

or Reading Imp
seventh, 7.6; eighth, 8.7 ana ninth, 9.6 or below the
state's 10.3. State averages for grades 4, 5, 7, and 8 are
not available since testing for those grades are not reiiiiroH

Spelling Scores
Students fared better in spelling, with most grades

scoring at or just slightlv below the state averages,
jrade scores and state averages were; second, 3.4,jelow the state's 3.5; third, 4.5, below the state's 4.8;
burth, 6.0; fifth, 6.9; sixth, 8.5, same as state; seventh,
1.5; eighth, 9.5.
Students in first and ninth grades are not tested in

spelling. Last year's third-graders scored 4.6 in spellingvhile second-graders scored 3.4
Language Scores

Students in all grades scored close to the state
iverage in language. Scores by grade were; first. 1.7.
>elow state average of 1.8; second, 3.4, the state
iverage; third, 4.3, below state's 4.6; fourth, 5.4; fifth,
1.7; sixth, 8.2, below state's 8.4, seventh, 8.3; eighth, 9.5
ind ninth, 10.3, below state's 11.5.
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However, the scores do show improvement over last

year's scores, which were: first, 1.8; second, 3.2; third,
4.3, sixth, 7.8 and ninth, 10.1.

Math SrnreK
Math scores also increased over last year's scores in

the second, sixth and ninth grades, but are still below
the state's averages. Math scores by grade were: first,
1.7, state 2.1; second, 2.9, state, 3.3; third, 3.7, state, 4.1;
fourth, 4.7; fifth, 5.6; sixth, 6.8, state 7.5; seventh, 7.7;
eighth, 8.5 and ninth, 9.1, state, 10.4.
"We're pleased with the scores in the sixth and ninth

grades," Ms. Ward said. "It kind of gives us a base of
where to start from next year."

Other Notes
Waccamaw Elementary first-graders scored at the

state average in math, 2.1, higher than the rest of the
county. Waccamaw and Bolivia third-graders scored
5.0 in spelling, or higher than the state average of 4.8.

Shallotte Middle sixth-graders scored 9.5 in spelling,
or one grade level higher than the state average of 8.5.
All other schools scored 8.5.
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