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A suit filed laet waok hy the Suncet
Beach Taxpavers Association
(SBTA) asks the court to declare
public a lot adjoining the Sunset
Beach Pier parking area and to order
removal of a fence surrounding it.

Filed Wednesday morning in
Brunswick County District Court, the
suit lists as defendants Beach Enter-
prises Inc. and Sunset Beach and
Twin Lakes Inc., with Edward M.
Gore as a principal of both.

Three dunset Beach properiy
owners—Albert N, Wells of Jackson-
ville, Fla., Charles 1. Smith of
Cumberland County and Whaley P.
Hunt of New York City, N.Y.: and a
Sunset Beach resident, Frank M.
Nesmith, joined the SBTA in the suit.
The SBTA had announced plans to
file the suit at its Labor Day weekend
meeting.

The purpose of the suit, as explain-
ed by SBTA attorney James B, Max-
well of Durham, is to resolve the
legal question of “*whether or not a
piece of property. once platted,
which shows a street or road for
public usage can thereafter be

withdrawn." The suit is based on the
commaon law docftine of easement hy
prescription, or adverse public use.

The SBTA wants the property
reopened to public use as a town-
owned offstreet parking area.
However, in he opinion of the town at-
torney, Michael Isenberg, the pro-
perty was withdrawn from dedica-
tion properly. The town has no rights
in it, he said, since 15 years have
elapsed since the offer of dedication
was made and the land was never ac-
cepied and vpened for pubiic use in
the town’s opinion.

Specifically the plaintiffs seek “'a
declaratory judgment declaring the
public’s right and interest to said
right-of-way...” and a restraining
order *“'to prohibit the continuing
trespass and interference by the
defendants with the plaintiff's and
public's rights to an easement over
and across Sunset Boulevard from
Main Street to the Atlantic Ocean.”

The SBTA asks the court for a per-
manent injunction orderiig removal
of the fence and any other devices
that might impede or restrain public

Sullivan Seeks Party
Support For U.S. House

A Shallotte area man announced
his intent Tuesday to file as a can-
didate for the U.S. House of
Representatives come January 6

Randy Sullivan, 34, of Shallotte,
will file on the Republican ticket for
the seat held by U.S. Congressman
Charles . Rose 111, a Democrat

It looks like a lony shot, but it may
not be,” he said

At least two other area
Republicans, Tommy Harrelson of
Southport and Mitchell 1.. Watrous of
Fayetteville, are also interested in
challenging Rose. Harrelson is ex-
pected to announce his candidacy
soon, possibly after a Nov. 9 fundrais-
ing event,

The 7th District covers Brunswick,
New Hanover, Columbus, Robeson
and Cumberland counties.
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Sullivan said he doesn't think the
area has been represented “ade-
aquately™ by Rose. Specifically, he
asserted, “Rose is not the good
representative of farmers he claims
to be."”

If elected, Sullivan said one of his
main objectives would be to vote
against “all the military give-aways
to foreign countries.”

Also, said Sullivan, who described
his suppart is church-based, *“They
say we can't legislate morality, but
we can.”

He attends New Life Assembly in
Supply

In the residential construction
trade, Sullivan is a 1969 graduate of
Shallotte  High School and a 1975
graduate of the University of North
Carolina at Wilmington. He has a
B.A. degree in physical and health
education. He also took courses at
Southern Methodist University,
tastlield College, and Christ For The
Nations Institate, all in Dallas.

He has previously worked in the
Dallas area as a teacher and in the
admitting office of Baylor Medical
Center and in Brunswick County as a
substitute teacher. He was in the
N.C. National Guard for six vears,
advancing to the rank of lieutenant.
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use and enjoyment of the property.

According to the complaint, the lot
in question was initially platted in
1955 and again in 1958 as an extension
of Sunset Boulevard to the Atlantic
Ocean and that even after the plat
was changed in 1963 and public
dedication of the property “‘pur-
portedly” withdrawn in 1970, that
public use of the property continued
“up to and through at least 1978, un-
til the lot was fenced in.

Those public uses, it continues, in-
Giuded “walking, paraivg, picnick-
ing, socializing and general ingress
and egress to the Atlantic Ocean
from Main Street.”

It alleges error in the timing of
deed transferrals relating to the
withdrawal of dedication and con-
tends that as a result the deed that
resulted “was invalid and null and
void."”

Deeds purporting to transfer the
property (as described on a plat filed
tn 1963) from M.C. and Mina R. Gore
and Sunset Beach and Twin Lakes
Inc. to Beach Enterprises Inc. were
executed on Nov. 18, 1970, but were
not filed at the Brunswick County

.
' 4
STARE PO RY DAWN L LM RO

VISTA Volunteer

Elnora Mitchell of Royal Oak com-
munity is one of 12 VISTA
(Volunteers In Service To Ameries)
Volunteers across the state who will
be working to combat Miteracy in
North Carolina. Mitchell will be
working with the Brunswick County
Literacy Council recrulting tutors
and volunteers and promoting the
program. Mitchell said, “'I'm glad to
be doing this. I want to help people.”

mere

Courthouse until Dee. 11.

In the meantime the camplaint in-
dicates, M.C. and Mina R. Gore and
Sunset Beach and Twin Lakes Inc.
executed a document “‘which pur-
ported to be a ‘withdrawal of dedica-
tion" ** as shown in the plats that had
been recorded in 1955 and 1958, The
document was witnessed by Edward
M. Gore.

According to the complaint, the
withdrawal was filed for recording
on Dec. 7, 1970.

LIS LNe 1own's opinion thut the pro-
perty has been properly withdrawn
from dedication. Town attorney
Michael R. Isenberg has said that the
town has no rights in it since 15 years
have elapsed since the offer of
dedication was made and the iand
was, in the town's opinion, never nc-
cepted and opened for public use.

On Nov. 2, 1970, the Sunset Beach
Town Council, with Edward Gore as
a voting member, passed a resolution
that “*purported to reject, on behalf
of the Town of Sunset Beach, that
portion of Sunset Boulevard lying
south of Main Street and extending to

Jailer McNeil
Back On Job

A Brunswick County jailer return-
ed to work last week after an assault
charge against him was dismissed by
District Attorney Michael Easley

Ronnte  MeNeil was charged on
Oct 14 with allegedly  assaulting
Terry Wayne Wooten, 23, of Route 2,
Supply, the previous Sunday morning
as Wooten was being jailed on i driv-
ing while impaired charge

Fasley  saud the dismissal in
Brunswick County District Court on
Wednedsday, Oct. 30, was based on
an SBL report. It revealed no
evidence corrobating Wooten's ae-
count of what happened,

“Conversely,” sald Fasley, “the
only witnesses avatlable —an inmate,
a Jaller and another officer — con-
tradicted him completely

Without supporting evidence, he
sald, the case didn't warrant pro-
secution,

MeNeil is a two-year veteran of the
department. He had been suspended
with pay pending the results of the
SHBI investigation
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Sunset Taxpayers File Suit To Establish Public Claim

the Atlantic Ocean' as shown in the
1955 and 1958 plats

While the town may have rejected
the offer of dedication, the complaint
says, “that area was never rejected
by the plaintiff or other members of
the public, but had, in fact, been ac-
cepled, used and continued to be ac-
cepted and used at least np to and
through 1978."

The initial plat filed in 1955 by
Sunset Beach and Twin lakes, a
company organized by M.C. and
Muw . G, e uﬂllpiului i
dicates, showed the lot as an exten-
ston of Sunset Boulevard to the Atlan-
tic Ocean, as did the plat filed in 1958,

Lots were sold off those initial plats
and existence of the right-of-way to
the oceanfront, the complaint says,
“was inducement to the individual
plaintiffs and many of the members
of the Taxpayers Association Lo pur-
chase their lots."

Use and acceptance of the right-of-
way to the ecean, the complaint in-
dicated, continued even after a new
plat was filed in 1963 that described
the tract as “Lot 1-A™ instead of an
extension of the road.

According to the complaint, in 1968,
L L S !?:..— e '.._..- |!\<..-|.| n oW '“"‘f
Jr.and his wife Frances), the owner
of the adjacent Lot 28-A, obtained an
njunction preventing M.C. Gore and
Sunset Beach and Twin Lakes Ine

“from interfering or obstructing the
publie’s right of way to the Atlantic
Ocean™ by means of the road exten-
ston or lot.

After the suit was settied (the firm
later quitelaimed to the Gore enter-
prises any rights it had to the proper-
Iy public use of the traet in question
continued, the complaint indicates.

SBTA, in the complaint, describes
the fence erected around the land in
question as “wrongfully and illegally
restramning the rights of the plaintiff
ik OUer ImeImbers. ot the  publie
from sy saud public right of way."
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and individuals:

The Staff and Residents of Branswick
Villuge wish to express our sincere gratitude
to all those who helped to male our Hallo-

suceess. Qur apprecia-

tion goes to the following clubs, merchants

The Pilot Club
Cathy W hite
Ruth Agee
Kimball's Furniture
Super Dollar Store
Kirby's Dept. Store
The King's Jesters
Connie MeCall
Georgette Gibson
Shallotte Fashions
Red & White Grocery
Salvation Army Thrift Store
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Carpet
Wallpaper |
Draperies

Mini blinds
Vertical blinds
Micro blinds
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Careful attention
fo your
financial needs

You can depend on it here! We offer you full
financial services . . . with a personal touch.
Be it checking, savings, retirement plans,
loan applications . . . or any other financial
need . . . large or small . . . depend on us!

"~ 'The Green Light
In Calabash

Is Changing!
Changing management.
Changing atmosphere.
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Winston and Rodney Fox are
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class. To better serve you. they
will be changing to a pricate

+ Rugged texture
12 Gr’/j.‘lf‘-{:}

GeorgiaPacific A

i rfu’,h = g

: in initial offering of 250 charter

£ memberships at $35 each will

£ n be {e. Come by and risit _ ,

g :::‘!:arn m:: of; (alabash first! SAVINGS & LOAN ASSOCIATION
#

W *Southport *Leland *Shallotte *Calabash

I o 457 %246 71 6540 794 45710 5793595 '_ '_‘_' {

HWY. 179, BETWEEM OCEAM ISLE & SUNSET, 579-3561




