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Record Shrimp
When we buy some shrimp for holi-

uay nor a ocuvres mis season, we

might think something is fishy.

Why, we might ask. is the price of
shrimp still high when North
Carolina is having its best shrimp
harvest in more than 30 years? Indeed,North Carolina shrimpers have
brought almost II million pounds of
shrimp to the docks through October
this year. And, with such a mild
autumn, the harvest still continues.

In the record year, 1953, 14.6
million pounds of shrimp were
caught in North Carolina waters.
Each year the North Carolina shrimp
harvest depends a lot on environmentalconditions during the spring when
young shrimp are growing in the-
siiuiiow cstuarine nursery areas. If it
is a rainy season and runoff dilutes
the salt content of the water, and if
temperatures are too cool, the
shrimp harvest that year is diminished.
Hcgardlcss of environmental conditions,"Tarheel shrimp lovers have

to understand th:it shrimp are an internationalcommodity like soybeans,wheat, or corn," said Joseph
McClees, chief of seafood development,North Carolina Division of
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Marine Fisheries, Department of
Natural Resources and Community
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amount of the world shrimp
catches."

More than 60% of the shrimp eaten
in the USA is imported, McClees
said. For example, in one recent
week, 13 countries imported 7.9
million pounds of shrimp into this
country.

In addition to shrimp caught in the
wild, as it is in North Carolina, pondraisedforeign shrimp are becoming
more and more prominent in the
world marketplace. "This volume
many times adversely affects USA
markets, just as the textile industry
is l>eing adversely affected by productsfrom Third World countries,"
Mei;ices said "The main problem
facing the American shrimp industry
is competing with cheap labor, cheap
processing, and cheap distribution."

Although very significant to the
North Carolina coastal economy,
with North Carolina commercial
fishermen receiving more than $19
million for their catches through Octoberof this year, the North Carolina
catch is also small on the national
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level. During 1984, when 301 million
pounds were landed in the United
States, the North Carolina harvest
was 5 million pounds.
The price of shrimp will probably

not art Hnwn acrnrHind tn Mnrinnr
o» fcv I'lwicca.

"With demand more than supply, the
laws of economics dictate that prices
stay the same or increase," he said.
"This is especially true with North
Carolina shrimp. Our shrimp are
known as a quality product and bring
a higher price."

This Week's
Tide Table

DECEMBER
high ii)w

Day/Dale A.M. P.M. A.M. P.M.
Thursday 12 7:S9 8 13 1 27 2 16
Friday 13 8 S4 9 08 2 18 3 06
Saturday 14 9 46 10 02 3 09 3 S8
Sunday IS 10:37 10SS 4 00 4 SO
Monday 16 1131 11S1 4 S4 S 40
uc.kioj 11 li tu. a « b:3I

Wednesday 18 12 45 1:14 6 44 7 23
ADJUSTMENTS

SIIAIJJJTTK INIJCT (Bowen Point >- add
10 min high tide, add 28 min low tide.
TUBUS INLET.subtract 19 min high tide,

subtract 12 rnln. low tide
IjOCKWOOD FOLLY- subtract 29 min

high tide, subtract 12 min low tide
LITTLE KIVEK add 3 min low tide
BAIJ) IIFAI) LSI.AND.subtract 17 min

high tide, subtrac t 11 min. low tide
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All In A Da]
Grant Byerly of Greensboro and Boone's Neck didn't
know what to think recently when he pulled in the
heavicr-than-usual crab pot tied to the family pier on
Windy I'oint Bond. Inside was this clinging octopus, its
tentacles stretching 18 inches in all directions for a
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/s Crabbing?
diameter of about 50 inches. He dubbed the blushing octopus.which continuously changed colors, "the beastie
of Boone's Neck" and abandoned plans to go clammingin the same area of the Intracoastal Waterway. He and
he wife, Doris, planned to cook the tentacles.
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