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ural Southern Econom

BY MARJOKRIE MEGIVERN

The fabled sunbelt of the seuth got s name from
the recent dramatic growth .o urban population and
employment. Saturday, however, is rural areas were
unmasked as cloudy spols on the nation's econon w,
with declines in both agriculture and manufac turing

About 40 people were invited to Bald Head sland by

Congressman Charlie Rose for an eight-hour con
ference on rural southern eeonomic problems. Amang
them were cconomists, politicians and loeal povern-
ment leaders, with Brunswick County represented by
Honnie Robinson, director of services for the aping,
Lewis Dozier, a small farmer from Supply, Joln
MeMillan, representing Brunswick County  Citizens
Association, and Tom Rabon, former state represen-
tative,

Saturday’s discussion focused on a report titled,
“Shadows in the Sunbelt,” written by a panel comumis-
stoned by MDC, a private, non-profit proup. Former
Secretary of Commerce Juanita Kreps, o member of
the MDC panel, was the principal speaker.

This report uncovered some alarming trends in the
rural south:

=Industrial recruiting is no longer the solution to
faltering economy, as some 10,000 industrial recrulters
nationwide are competing for about 1,200 new plants a
year,

«There is declining employment in traditional in-
dustries, such as textiles, due to forelpn competition:
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sur workers rake $8 an hour, while third world workers
are paid 20 cents, according to Kreps.

«The education gap between rural and urban areas
Is growing, as 27 percent of students drop out of school
in North Carolina each year.

*Farmers face Increased foreign competition;
13,000 farms in North Caroling went out of business
from 1980-85.

<Rural counties lack meney for water and sewer
facilities, crucial to business expansion.

Hase said he set up the meeting to find solutions to
these problems, not to blame anyone, “When [ saw the
MDC report, 1 thought it paralleled my experience in
Congress. Agriculture is having o hard time right now,
and so is production-type industry, especially textiles,
because of tremendous imports coming in.”

He painted out the roots of foreign competition.
“We stimluated productivity in the third world with our
foreign ald, and now it will always compete with us. We
did it to ourselves," he said

Kreps, asked nhout the feasibility of curtailing
foreign competition, suggested, “There should be some
kind of quotas on autemobile and textile imports, but we
have to have a balanced trade. We have lo be able tosell
more abroad if we're to continue importing heavily."”

Besides protection, another answer is education.
Rose said, “Those communities doing the best are the
ones paying attention to education."

y Is A Clouded Picture

He added that other answers are “technolopy
transfer,” getting new provesses from the research
labs and college campuses into the hands of local en-
trepreneurs, and “capital formation," finding money o
help small business. “'Since the federa! government
backed out, state and local government must get involy-
ed in making loans Lo cmall businessmen,' he said

Dozier, who works at Carolina Power and 1ight,
said the information presented at Bald Head “was
shacking, 1 did not realize some of these things were
trends.””

He said, "I gathered that we'll huve to Took at our
own resources and brainstorm as a county whal we can
do for gurselves. We can no lomger depend on whist other
people can do for us."”

He went on, “Recruiting industry is not as effective
a%in the past. Also, it comes in and uses our clisap labos
and the real benefits go to outsiders. Even the couniy
does that.™

Dozier said the county’s resources development
department could be good leaders in finding some
answers for Brunswick County, hutl “they need to net-
work with other groups, such as farmers..our local
farm bureau should have the pulse of the county. And
the Agriculture Extension Service and ASCS should
help."”

Farming corn and soy beans since 1975, Dozier has
seen the cycle of suceess and failure **flatten out at the

bottom of the cyele” in the last ten years. A combina-
tion of natural disasters, low prices and high production
costs, hus caused this,” he said. “Mrs. Kreps said woe
must produce more per acre to compete in the world
markel.”

Dozier also said he agreed with the sunbelt report
that education is the key to solutions. *‘Our literacy ratc
will hiive to increase.”™

Robinson saw the issues raised as “very critical,’
and said he belisves water and sewer systems to be the
bigeest problems in Brunswick County, “We can't at-
tract industry without them,” he said.

“We don't have a big fishery here, either," he con-
tinued. “There are lots of fishermen here, but we have
to ship our fish up north for processing. A processing
plant would mean maore jobs for county people.”

Raobinson suggested that businesses come together
through the Council of Governments and peol money to
loan small businesses, *'‘Our business people here don't
look iong-term," be noted.

As a director of aging services, he saw an economic
opportunity in that segment of the pnpulauon. “We
have a crisis in housing for the elderly,” he said. “If
realtors looked at a long-term investment to help m'Lh
this problem, it would be one solution for our economy.

He pointed oul, however, ""Most of the people who
start new husinesses here are people moving in from
someplace else."

Calabash Hires New Atorney

BY MAIVORIE MEGIVERN thiem, “lsenbery

said it might be a

ing hoard can't get help with a town

The town of Calabash has anew at- good idea o gt someone familiar  re-zoning project from the state
torney, following a vole Mondav o with tax law " Department of Natural Resources
hire Michael Ramos of the Ramos Fown Hall plans, drewn by and Community Development,

and Lewis firm in Shallotte.

Lewellyn, were «

ussed,

with at- because Calabash has no land use

The town heard discussed at tention given to exterior construction plun. “Zoning is based on & land use
previous meetings the need for anat- materials. Mayor Doug Simmons  plan,” she said, “and we've never
torney closer to Calabash than Mike  said be preferved brick, bat Comimis-  done one.’”

Isenbiery of Southport, who bas been  sioner Robert Weber pointed  out She said eppacations for grant

representing the town,

Cotmissioner Pati Lewellyn said
in Monday's meetingz, “*Mike Ramos
called and said he'd seen in the paper
that we were going to ask him if he'd  file
work on an hourly basis,
he would. "

Ihe question was raised as to who

Lewellyn said,

and he siid Shmmons

cinder block is cheaper, and a metal
butlding would be the cheapest of atl
“Brick would cost
about $800 more than wood, and 1t's
niee, but that’s $800 we coulid put inte
cabinets or furmiture.””

apreed to get the final
plans drawn, after which Lewellyn

money to develop 2 land use plan
must be in by Februars

Fhe buard agreed to invite NRCD
representatives to the October
meeting  to them on pro-
cedure

ailvise

Following @ suggestion f{rom

Rabies Clinic
Will To Held

The next

rabies clinic pl; d by

the Brunswick Coun Health
Department will be hold fr MR AL s also fun
till noon Sept. 13 at the Brunswick That's the

| Hospital on Hwy, 17 u-\lpp—
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Registration 3
Day Plcmned

Shinelotrey precine
voter registrition -1.|_\

tywide

Girls Scouting’s educational, but

IMOSSHEe
Scouts will be conveying during their

Great Balloon Fscape,”
day, Sepl. 13, from 2 pom. to 4 p.m. at
Brunswick County Government
Center in Bolivia
ternoonn of entertainment,
door

ballion release
s 15 planned tn conjunction with
registration drive for

Balloon Release Will Launch
Girl Scout Registration Drive

girls interested in joining a Scouting
Prograrm.

Programs arc available for girls
ages 5 through 18, according to
spokesman Jeannie Harmon
Daisies, Brownles, Juniors, Cadettes
and Seniors,

Balloons released by the scouts will
each contain an activity idea subnut-
ted by a Girl Scout—{rom time travel

local Girl

on Satur-

prizes and &
e project, an ¥l o return

name and .t[ldrl'\- for contact by the
person who finds the balloon.

W i

will draw up specifications, wd bids
cimn then be solicited. *Mayvbe we can
bave a  groundbreaking by
November,” Simmons said

Fhotiwis veported the town's plann

would do delimgquent tax eollection,
and commissioners agreed 1o wait
anid ask Ramos if he wanted to do it
Fown Clerk Janet Thonus reminded

Lewellyn, the board voted to discon-
tinue one of its semi-tonthly
meetings. It will meet only on the se
cond Monday of each month, with the
next meeting scheduled Oct. 13

Animal Control Needs
$30,000 In Improvements

BY TERRY MOPE
Upgrading  the  county’s
am  could cost
the Brunswick '.um!I\
Health earned  Monday

anfmal

e

n §30, IhHI

Board of
night

According o a
official’'s recomme Inl.lllnrr'« the
animal  eontrol  progr “most
pressing need is in the area of addi-
tional personnel. ™

In another personnel matter Mon-
day. the board met in exeeutive ses-
sion for 40 minutes Lo discuss the hir
ing of & permanent health divector
The board had met twice previously
to review applications. They took no
action Momd;

Board members did ask Acting
Director John Crowder and Animal
Control Supervisor Zelma Babson Lo
prepare a list, in order of priority, of
the animal program’s needs as
outhined by the state. The list will
later be presented to connty commiis-
sioners along with o request for fun-
ding.

In June, at the commissioners’ re-
quest, Dr. Johin Freeman, head of the
Environmental  Epidemiology
Branch of the N.C. Division fo Healty
Services, inspected the animal
shelter in Supply to determine what
the program’s needs nre,

Crowder told the health board Mon-
day that Freeman's recommend-
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1 mile ;nu|huf Shallotte
Hwy. l? 754-6373
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pesticides

Full line of housl:- lawn Ulld garden insecticides and
Your complete Form & Gaorden Center!

tons could cost more than 830,000
According o the report, the pro
gram’s needs are ps {ollows: o new
srbon monoxide chamber, §3,200:
concrete walk from shelter to office,
$400;  full-time  secretary, $13,000;
fll-time shelter attendant, £13,000;
iwnd employee training courses, $800,

A top priority should be funding of
the euthanasia chamber, said board
member Bill Rabon, a veterinarian
I cotrunissioners decide against fun-
ting the £1.200 clumber now, “then
we should go to the public and ask for
" e andededd

“1renlize we can't go to the com-
nusstoners and nsk for $30,000 at this
point in the year beeanse we're not
woing to et o, Rabon said

Board member Frankie Habon,
also o county comnussioner, added,
“IUS Just my personal opinion that
we need to ley to continne with wioat
we've got antil the next budpet.”

Ms. Babson told the hoard she was
with Freeman when he inspected the
animal control Faeility in June.

“He was kind of upset with the
state of disrepair the chamber is in,"
Ms. Babson said

The employee turnover eate and
the amount of overtime also note pro-
blems in personnel, Freeman's letter
ine ted

“First, the sal
retain an

es are too low to
employee "' wrole

Visit Our
Greenhouse

*New Fern Baskets
567
°Hanging Baskets
»Complete line of
landscaping needs,
lawn & garden tools

IT'S FALL
PLANTIHG TIME!
*Vegetable Plants
*Seeds

*Fertilizer etc.
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“And secondly, the pro-
nappears to be understaffed. In-
adequate  or {mproperly trained
employees tend to increase the time
required for cach Lask.”

Overall, Freeman said the pro-
gram Cappears to be functional and
working. It appears to be meeling the
needs of the county, There are no ma-
jur program discrepancies and no
mujor changes indicated.”

In other action Monday, the board
tabled a decision on whether to con-
tinue offering sewage system inspec-
tions for no fee to residents or to come
panies that are selling or refinancing
homes.

Banks are starting o require the
inspections to determine if wells amd
seplic systems are functioning pro-
perly before closing a sale, Crowiler
suid. However, the health depart-
ment ks no fee for the service.

The department has made 291 in-
spections since Jan. 30, he added. It
s avernging 40 septic svstem inspec-
tions a2 month, or two to three a day.

It wouldn't hurt my feelings to
drop it,” Crowder said of the pro-
gram. Private companies can also
provide the inspections, he said,

“Our sanitarians are already over-
taxed,” said beard member Bill
Rabon. “It's just another job for
them to do for no more money."

However, board member Pearly
Vereen said it was a service the
department should “provide to
anyone, real estale agents or ine
dividuals.” Vereen recommended
asking commissioners to establish a
fee for the service

“And if the depactment can’t do the
job, then hire more sanitarians,” he
added

aam till 1 pos, Sept. 20
William Grumley, chairman of the
event, said, “This will be about the
list chance 1o register before the
Nov. 4 elections ™
Call Grumiley or Bud Knapp for

e information

Harrelson To Hold Rally

Tommy Harrelson, Republican
candidate for Congress, will hold a
Brurswick County kickoff rally Mon-
day at 7230 pin. at Siin's Barhecue
outstde Shallotte

vited

Harrelson seeks to unseat ine
bent Seventh District Congres
Charlie Rose,
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IIWENTOHIES ARE GOING FAST ;
Don t Muss This Once—

INTEREST RATES
AS LOW AS

REBATES UPTO $1,500
On Selected ‘86 & ‘87 Chrysler,
Dodge And Plymouth Models!

Ve THE BEUNSWACH BEACON

DISGOIINTS UP T0 $2,000

. On Selected Models = =




