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Does Desirable End

Justify

Any Means?

North Carolina doesn’t seem to have enough mones {or all

tng the General Assembly
1

legislators find the money”

In reply, there comes to the fore again that quick a

ts highway needs or to pay its teachers appropriate wages or
otake care of its elderly and handicapped. Evervbody's bogg-
for

something, Where will

il sure

f1x, the Tottery. A state lottery gains more and more favor as
the years go by, despite the setback suffered by & 1985 bill for 4
binding referendum on the subject.

Now that gasoline and sales taxes have been increased, a
disgruntled electorate is ready to listen to pro-lottery
arguments. Lots of money, virtually overnight, with no strings

altached sounds mighty good.

Proponents point to 22 other states that have lotteries, and
also have no state income or sales tax, or have reduced taxes,
supposedly because of the dollars derived from gambling.

And wi

1 they cite these instances. they invariably add

the emotional clincher: “Think what could be done with that
money for the schools, for the elderly, for whatever is now in

financial distress!™

Because the need for more funds for schools, for instance,
is very real, and because we love quick-and-easy solutions, it
1= tempting to get on the lottery bandwagon.

But let's consider the whole picture. First, the fact that a
larye number of other states does something is no reason at all
for North Carolina to follow suit. We would hope we're not
sheep and are not simply dazzled by figures. We need more in-
formation about the affect of a lottery on all the people of a

state.

Also, what has or has not happened in regard to taxes
elsewhere is not necessarily tied to the lottery. We have no
assurance our taxes would be affected by adoption of 4 lottery

Then there’s the bureaucracy required to administer a
new program of this kind. It will certainly cost something to
establish and maintain a lottery. And can we really have com-
plete confidence in the efficient, honest administration of
another division of state government? Can we be sure the sec-
tors of soviety needing help will actually be better funded. or
will tax dollars previously allocated to them be channeled

elsewhere?

If, after considering all this, we're still lusting after the
millions of dollars that would unquestionably fall into state
coffers, we must still confront the issue of morality.

Despite the obvious truth that no one is forced to par-
ticipate in lotteries, the fact still remains that we would be
authorizing our state to sponsor gambling, to encourage the
weakness In human nature. Compulsive gamblers will have
one more opportunity to wreck their lives: those who have
never before dabbled in chance-taking will be tempted to try.

And North Carolina will be saving to its citizens, “Your
children have texthooks bought with gambling money, and
senior centers are built on principles of chance and luck,
hiecause we're taking the easy way out. The Jegislators don't
have the courage to make chuices ana levy axes and v ean
stituents refuse to take responsibility for these services vou

say you want."”

The issue of a state lottery should go to the voters on
referendum, and voters should say **ne” to something that is
easy and morally debilitating. [t is hoped most of thern won't
want to benefit from someone else’s weakness.

Sarcasm Least Effective Tactic In Art Of Persuasion

Fo the editor

b fetsty sircasm of the Sept 4
cdttorial predicting that the
nanernen e driking Liw wall be -
nored appeared to enconrage moral
wrespansibality. What would voa pro-
sstend” Nothing
aboul e ten I esr olds will

Fortumatels

T drrabrnng aleotol should be g nut
wr o
R
hvidy

il chotee gt 18, diwes

e g bt te control an i
= consumption at that aee of
T S principle

P v eeanlly believe that tired old
ent used when the voting age
wnged o 18 whivh states that a

person. who s matare  enough
physieally togotoswar or hold i jobis
intellectuadly mature enough to vote:
How muany 18 vearolds do vou know
who have an active interest in thw
tssues on whivh they are now eligible
toovate” Hive vou observed am i
provemient e the aeceptance  of
responsthiliy amome that age group”™
Plows i Cven mim sk i isaties
are

With G gumtor college diploma and
respunsibile job before the end of iy
ath year, the thing that clnmed nas
attention most was i gosd tinwe. It
didn’t ovenr 1o e o demamd the
riht o vote bevause 1 knew that |
was ol intellectually cquipped to

ke intellipent chaces. Even ol e
I atter four years i the Navy idur
g Wortd War ELaod Look g forwaed
to peerite, o Ganly and additional
college, Edud not place o high prioeits
wtl vl

My son seeved i the Marines from
e 18 1o 00 e ladingg o vear i Viet
e He come e i e o
Teresien i vobing Do b owas ad Ut
e Such immatarity was typieal of
my wenerabon, of my son’s penera
Tron, amd s certinly topeal of th
present generation of TEI0-vear olds

Stnce vop are so horetfied ot the
thought of federal funds  being
avatlable a5 o resalt of thes evid
legislation, vou surely have i

Sharpen Your Nose . . .
For The Great Sniff Test

srticipating tas month in
“ el Survey”

It sou subseribe to National

Geographie, chances are you've

Ireaddy gotten the questionnaire in
the il Your sniffer and those of 11
mullivn other subscribers are on the
e 1s yours up to the job” Or have
stitonan, chemicals and sinusitis Jed
= debilitaton?

Whintever, don't throw the sniff test
awiy. This one §s actually fun to do,
S0 pass it along to someone else f you
ruopite
aztne calls 1t the largest
1w survey ever undertaken
ne our sense of saell
no flippiag through
ne pages and looking st ads,
revealing food preferences over
*or talling owith d
on the stoves o strange men
wonen at the door. Just the sw
an tnk pen and a coin m the privacy o
VOUr ow Oh, and don't foryet
"4 the most important
Bul this is a one-nose

no Kinky group stuff OK” It
< up the validity of the results

to s

'8

fer

st the mwedieal
« Vol
¥

the meat of the matler: &

basivs

BEC, seX, rce, el

Susan
Usher

series of s1xoanviting serateh
st ranels.

Taking the coin, gently scratch the
white square. Put panel to nose and
stuff deeply. Notice anything” Next
tune vou may sniff a lttle more
cantiously, el

My mom used to conduet similar
survevs—only she called it checking
to see what had gone bad in the
refrigerator and the fruit bowl.

fhe first panel may remind vou of
the dirty cloth diapers you had to
wash as o babysitter or, if you're

lucky, your grandmother's  rose
garden ir v mas
stiel nothung

For eacii panel, sou must Limit
vourself o deseriptive, choosing
s atnone spley, floral, woody,
sk, My, urine, burnt, foul,
LTS o no alor,

i all of us didn't et

the samme six panels. Inoany case, 1l
really like to know what other folks
thouhit they were stelling

1f you're reluctant to take the test,
then Tet the chuld of the fanuly do 1t
As National Geographie pomnts out
ity antrduction,  youngsters seem
very curteus about how things smell,
bul lack sn wdult's “aversion
stench,” or yueky smells,

Apparently scientists know  ittle
about vur sense of smell compared to
other senses—how  they  relate so
strongly to our emotions amnd our
memories— how a certain smell may
remind vou of the preen stuff they us-
ed to dust the wood floors in the old
high school, or why earmations re-
mind one person of funerals amd
another of their favorite  jumior-
senior prom. Apparently the only
smells wo are neutral toward are
those we've never experienced
before

Consider yoursell a ploneer, o
benefactor of science, of somweone
whose curiousily sunply got the best
of thene Mike the sacrifiee Dipoin
Take o smiff

And turn in your report card no
later than OcL. 1, varbon to little old
Curious me

S i ettt o
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| Get Reborn On Stage

For those of you who are just now
tuning in to my columns, vou need to
know I'm & hopieless theater nut, and
love acting almest more than eating.
I have enjoyed the fantasy lives of
Arnanda In “Glass Menagerie,” Fon-
sie in The Gin Game," and Mary in
“The Women,” wmong other roles.
These were experiences that enabled
e to “he' exeiting or admirable or

‘It Wasn't Me, Papal!”

Oceanographer-philosopher Juc-
que Cousteau, writing in the
Coustesu Sociely magazine, sum-
marizes the traditional exeyse-
miking and huck-passing about pro-
blems of the nceans. He tells of thise
who exceed harvest limits and
pollute waters and kill seals and how
casy it is 1o blame the other fellow
with, "It wasn't me, Papa!*

We are told taking responsi bility
for our own actions s a sien of
maturity. We are mature when we
can foresee and accept the logicsl
vonisequences of whal we do before
we acl. We know the nisks and are
willmg o live with them if the
desired results don't come ahout,
When we can do this, we can act with
full knowledge and aceeptance of all
possible suteomes. When things do o
bisel thouph, we vsually show our im-
iaturity by using the “It wasn"t
me" It wasn't my fault,” CHow
could I know,™ or I hadn't plunned
on that happening. "

Semetimes we  shift the blame
away from us to another hy
Cscapegoating.” Our  young

children’s “She did it,” “Well, he
threw the ball," or “He told me '
quickly follow the dental. We expieet
to find such behavior in children
when they are growing up and seck-
ing maturity. But, too often, we find
thiis kind of behavior sround us all the
tirne.

Think about littering. Now any per-
son who does any thinking st all will
have to acknowledge that litter is un-
slghtly, unnecessary, and probably
unsamitary. But how many people, at
least subconscionsly, must say,
“Well, my little bit won't hurt,”
When we point oat the problem, we
#el a Tt wasn't me, Papa
response.

o

Or, think about fishing size limits,
or shrimping, or clamming or oyster-
ingd out of season. Fvery person who
does it knows the law and exenses
himself by saying, My little Lt
wor't hurt,” 1 didn't deplete the
resouree,” "It wasn't me, Papa!™

And then there s the developtient
vrcmargine] bid everyone knows 15
fragile and unsuitable for constrie-
tion, Sure, the investment is there
antd the investors expect a relurn.
But they know it ought not o be
developed and sold o unsuspecting
visitors on a beautiful sunny day,
“Don't blame me, ['m only trying ta
make o living,” It wasn't me,
Papa!"

And why shouldn't 1 “pet my
share," “do my thing!" As the com-
mercinl says, “You only po around
onee” Why worry abeul whiat the
world will be like after I'm pone” Or
whether there'll e oil or nuelear
energy or what? We've a lung wity tn
fo helore we get over our ity
and can take responsibility for what
we do and leave undone. 1Us Won easy
to say, "Il wasn't me, |

J Marjorie
Megivern

AN

tragic women, who were totally dif-
ferent from me.

Well, it's been entirely too long
since 1 had one of these “meaty”
roles to play, g0 Fwas overjoyed Lo be
cast i@ UNC-W  production of
“Tubaceo Noad,” which is a classic
of the American stage,

I'm Ada Lester, mother of a down-
and-out clan if there ever was one.,
These rural southerners of the
depression era are withoul money,
foad, hope or morals, and they would
kil for & hasndful of turnips,

Being Ada Lester is not a lot of fun
| spend a few hours wmersed in her
poverty and come home with a new
apprecuttion of my late-night snack.
| abssorh the eruelty of that family, in
which Grandma's death out in the
birush is met with indilference and
the teemage son routinely curses and
ridicules s parents, and 1 give
thanks for warm family relation-
shiges

I've always claimed drama could
often teach and preach better than
schools and churches, and “Tobaceo
Rowd"" s teaching me more than |
wanted to know.,

My whole lmage may change, in
fact. 't laking on Ada’s worn-out
shuffle, her uneducated speech nnd
her seur attitude, all of which 1 hope
to diseard when the last curlain goes
down,

But If 1lose that character, 1 don't
think I can shake the whole ex-
perience of living on the tobaceo
road. Existing al near-starvation
level, bearing 17 children whose
names and faces are soon forgotten,
stealing food, enduring a loveless
marriage with a lazy, unprincipled
hushand . . . all that takes a powerful
hold on you, when you realize it real-
Iy huppened, happens still,

On the other hand, there's fun and
sulisfaction in being part of a play
production:  camaraderie with the
cast, ereativity in interpreting a role,
seeingg the results of hard work in
crafting a scene.

Also, this is my first experience at
fighting, on or off stage. As an in-
credible patsy, 've never lifted a
hand or a stick to anyone except my
own chillren. Now [ have the golden
opportunity te heat up on a man, nol
once but twice, and to lake n stick to
my grown davghter. | may turn into
a real bully.

We spend this month in intense
rehearsals, then will show the
tragic/comic Lester family to the
world, Those are the moments 1 love
best, when we interaet with a live au-
dience for beller or worse,

And when it's over, a little hit of
Ada will eling to me, I'm afraid, and
a new awareness of. people right
around me who live in the sane
squalor and ignorance and puin ps
these folks on the tobaceo road.

Tha!'s the key Lo my ahsession with
theater. From a seat in the audience,

an altermative soaree for fumding e
preovenints toooue lighwas s We nll
aprec tat vversome st b
rocisls o which te dnive wl

o
hing
hitnsell of soneone else as e eser
crseth Hwe vatht to consare aleobol
Sewey, T oonbdet resist enngg o linh
sareastue, althoueh vou ol 1 leth
Krnow That 4t 0= thee Tesast effechive the

te ane B gt ol g s ion

GoNash Greenie
Fholben Nesch

How You Know
When It's Over

For the editor
You know the
uver when
yvou van po throopeh Shallote
withiout bavand o vgor part of your
lifer wo by
the garbage truck can travel
down the wrong side of the roaul and
vontdon't Fave to store your gartsge
for o week before the next pick-up;
vou walk the white line, rather
tham dashing aeross it;
overssired lobster-colorsd people
aren't walking their
gt
Bospectacled, capped oen with
lily-white sock-clad legs do not walk
on the beach in print bermdas:
carlids rush into town for theie
take-out libution,
the garbiage vans aod dumpsters
aren’t Alled to overfiowing
—switches (flosl, poreh and an
vonditioning ) are Jeft i the
prosition:
rainy days meril a teip to Wies
Canaw;
renters don’t complain:
voi can fidd Sola
shelf
only cars of vmplovees are park
ed it tourist shops;
restaurants aren’t
aivs i week;
when the flow of
possip slows to a trickle;
the binoculars are put bnck
their cases;
neighhors
Logether again
Pear] 1. Nelvanie)
Halden Beach

Day Tourists
Have Rights

To the editor:

I visiting the beach and shelling
vach day is o detriment to the beach,
then so be it, because | intend to do
this for many years to come. This s
bt that T have, not @ privilege
pranted by Holden Beach or anvone
vlse

I think Gay Atkins and the town
council should reabize that most of
the day lourists or visitors are senior
citizens or relirevs who leve helped
to muke Holden Beach what it is to-
l!d}',

Not only should there be more
pultlic accessways and parking on
Holden Beach, but there shonld also
be o ramp for the handicapped so
they too coulid enjoy the beach

Maxine Honeycutt
IR 1, Supply

Football League
Needs Sponsors

To the editor:

West Brunswick  Youth Foothall
League wants to be able to teach the
vouth of Brunswick County to play
funtbll 50 when they reach high
sehool they'll hiave a good knowledge
of the sport and experience.

We really need sponsors to help out
the league and support our youth,
Any business or individual thal wints
Lo e, please call e @t 8426629,

Tink Lawing
Supply

Brief Notes

To the editor-

We look forward to the Hescon
every  week here in Shelby and
always buy one while at vur secoml
home at Gauwse Landing. We enjoy
the Beacon very much,

Faye and Bill Hudson
Shelby

tourist SCLSON Is

treny-tiny”

KU1y

upen. seven

pocdics foy

can  start  getting

Thank you for your promptoess.
We recelved your newspaper wni e
joyed it very much. Eagerly awaiting
next weeks paper.

Dee AL O'Callagthan
Lexington, Kentuehy
ve

P subseribing to belp me find
work in the arei 1 have just hought
property in Brunswick County il
I'm hopingt Lo reside there.

I am drawn into a new world for a
time and can be changed by it; from
the stage 1 take on a whole new life
and it becomes forever part of my
own.

I biave vaeationed there two years.
I like the place and people. 1 very,
very much like reading the Beaeon.
Freddie L. Waldron
North Tazewell, Virginia

i stiis




