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County Should Learn
From State Crificism

There are, or should be, a lot of red faces in county govern-
ment over the negative reaction of the state Coastal Resources
Commission to Brunswick County’s land use plan update
draft

The rough draft was due in March, and seversl extensions
were thereafter allowed the county planning department, so it
is particularly embarrassing that the end produet was cited by
the Division of Coastal Management staff as one of the worst
of the 17 plans submitted to them for review this fall, Esperial-
Iy since the planning department Claims to have been working
on it for & year and a half.

The chief problem with the plan is that the contents are
updated very little from the 1981 version, despite dramatic
changes and growth in the county. New issues the state says
nued to be addressed by such a plan, such as package treat-
ment plants, were omitted.

The 36 pages of comments from 11 different state officials
also revealed o wealth of detail is missing. Documentation of
publie invelvement was not there ' in fact, efforts to secure
public input were called minimal), nor were explanations of
maps, locations of urban areas, and locations of major traffic
accident areas, to name only a few,

There is more: the omission of Bald Head lsland's new
slatus as a municipality, an inaceurate statement about the in-
compatibitity of wildlife management and agrieslture, and
skimpy mention of the county feeling toward roning.
Completely absent, said the CRC, are policy statements
tourism and beaeh access, energy facility development,
coastal wnd estuurine water access, and redevelopment of
developed areas. In fact, staff members said policy
statements in gencral, which are used by the state in funding
and permit decisions, “need much additional work.” Most ap-
pear to have been lifted directly from the 1981 plan.

Wrile same critical comments may be nit-picking or con-
tradictory to each other, the overall picture drawn from these
assessmients is of & sloppy plan, hastily thrown together.

How did this happen over a period of 18 months? That isn't
to determing, as Planning Director John Harvey wan't
uss it with the press. Only speculation is possible.
it would be easy, but not entirelv accurate to blame
Harvey. The land use plan is a team effort of the planning
board, to whom Harvey and his stafl merely provide the
research, expertise and language lo translate into print the
policies mandated by the board and approved by commis-
SIoners.

Harvey, then, takes his marching orders {rom the board
and the eommissioners, and they have kept him immersed in
walter system and utility board matters to the exclusion of
maost everything else.

i

Water decisions ure highly visible, controversial and
cructal, but not to the detriment of a land use plan. Its impor-
tance to future development in the county should prompt
everyone concerned to make it a priority. Perhaps Harvey
should have been more aggressive in insisting on this.

Such insistence should not have been necessary, however,
Elected and appointed officials should have taken their ears
off the public pulse and put time and energy into this docu-
ment that would win few votes but would be of immeasurable
future henefit to the county.

A rather astonishing lapse was the failure of the county to
apply for grant funds o help write the update, We are the only
county that did not take advantage of this opportunity, and
CRC strongly suggests we do so at this point, It's hard to im-
agine why one would pass up the help

Perhaps this chastisement by CRC will result in more at-
tention to important issues by county officials, The wrong
reaction to the eriticisms is defensiveness and denial on the
part of the planning board and commissioners. Let's admit we
did & shoddy job and vow that hereafter we'll put a lot more
planning into * planning
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This Christmas Tree Will Be ‘Ours’

Christmas trees are ane of e
things 1 like most abet this heliday
Their frngrance amd chivery lights be
gt o warmith and glow of hosy
o any home, 1o o family of o

Unlike most singles in my circle,
Tvee always gone to what soime people
vall “the trouble® of having » tive
Uhristinias tree. A small tree, isual
Iy, but one that sheds necdles and
privks vour fimgers and sometimes
falls over in the pot of dirt e
shonally the best on the lot, bt just as
often a homely one that Tooked like ot
eedid A worm spot for the holiduys

Prariny the vears when L owned ny
own heme, 1 owas lucky encugh (e
Bave o balled tree with roats tha

To the editor

Hecently, sume locnl government
officials in North Caroling hwve ex-
pressed  concern regarding  new
retiretent benefits that were provig
il far local law enfercement officers
by the 1886 session of the General
Assembly.

The purpose of Uils letter is to pro-
vide you and the taxpoyers of our
state with accurate information
about these benefits™ cost-
eifectiveness to local government
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Law Officers Deserve New Retirement Benefits

and the dgperton role 1
strenathening prolessiing
forcement
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Somwe loblntsts have ermtiowed the
cost of these beefits W loval govern
ment and called for hew repeal in
the 170 sitave ki, Hat that
short-sighted
Ehre of the nust serious problotes
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Birds Of The Past

In 1851 a slate-splitter in Ravarin
uncovered o stab or an incomplete
skeletin of & feathered animal D
Harl Haberlein acquired it and sold it
to the British Museum, The fossil was
named “Archacapterys
lithregrabica’ which means “the an.
cient winged ercature of the stane for
drawing.” It is the oldest known bird
and resembled reptiles of the same
period with a long tail with 20
vertebire but it had festhers.

Sonwe 30 specivs of birds have been
identified as belonging to the
Crotaceous Period. some 13 to 70
million years ago. These belonged to
a primitive family and were jre-
bably ancestral to W loons and
grebes. Some may have resembled
our terns, ibises, flaningos and cor-
morants.

The sea bottoms of the Cretaceous
Perlod were raised up to form land
some 70 million years sgo to bepin
the Paleocene and Eorene Periods
which lasted to 30 milllon years ago.
Fifteen birds spevies have bean iden-
tified and include some belonging o
modern {amilies—the cormorunts,
rufls and sandpipers. Dunng the
Eocene Peried birds began to e
found in all perts of the world
Hawks, herons, vultures, ainhings.

See

1 you eateh a whitf of anlen as you
rend this, it's just that a litde of
Manhattan still clings to my finger-
tips
Thunksgiving week was the occa-
shon of one of my faverite trests, o
trip to the Big Apple, home of the
perfect bagel, another of my faverite
Lewals

1 brought hume & doubilewrapped
bng of & dozen onlon bagels, offen-
ding noses for miles around, and my
suitcase snd clothes still reek of
them.

Bagels ure only une of miany
highlights of my briel visit There
wasa Broadway play, a Metropolitan
Musewn exhibit, dinner with (riends,
and Sunday worship at the Cathedral
of St John the Divine, the largest
cathedral in the world,

Hut sl those pale bn significance o
me beside the thrill of just walking
the streets of this animated oty
Every time T'm in Now Yk City, |
see the whole world pass by on any
given street, ul any tme of day.
Every imaginable skin color, shape

&ovse anl gulls have been foond in
focsiliged puaterinl towand the evd of
this Prred

The Cligsacene Petiod lasted from
40 4o 25 million ranil wos o
warm and dry tme of moantain
building. Aboot 100 fossil birds have
been idendtifed from this Perisd amt
fepresenl st o Kites, purtridies,
plovers, cuckoos, owls,
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The World,
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hinebuie

There in no Lelavior so bizarre s
to et the attention of pomsershy. A
glorious  seprane  voice  sullenly
soared ohove the strest ome night,
which, it terned vub, lelaged to 4
pule: brown youth steidi
the crowds in muli
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ermetahd antd gold body sull wos pos-
ing thentricully for o phcture with his
emerald and puld bieyele, S0l fur-
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Uhee sdedew inlke

peroent of wh
modern birds. J
auks,  cormorants,
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Fhe Pleistocene Pertod  began
alhisut 2 million s apo at the
bregtinming of the lee Age. Plant and
anlio! specties were soverely redue-
he Iee Age. Muast of the
Tbraks ad by hevisine ox-
tinvet during this Period. Fossil birds
foumt in Califernin at Kancho La
Forarn, thougzhit Go b 14 o 10,000 years
wld,  were condors, turkeys,
curicaran, storks and blaekbinds
Summe 120 species have been iden.
et thae site and 22 of W are
T extinet

Kinee st first. roptile  spu
developed wings and Later chon
sepdes Bor feathers, birds Bave Deey
developing and changimg, Today an
estinruited B0 sprevies of birds in the
vhndtn that Best o bied s
ineestar. The variety, the sines, the
cobors, the sungs, s the distribution
all addd exeitemient to birds in the on-
virunenl Wy
many  of
Hrunswick Coeunty with s,
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Iurfups

Higtany Patral, State Bareao of in-
fculiol Enforcetnent or
ANess

The new besedit beiviges the retine-
wwnd bemefits of ool law enforce.
mnenb wificers in line with these of
stle ficors, This definit
Bl vl turnaver
L dnforcement o bkl
it

T addition, 2 ool retivemient pro-
Jeranm — il
ub e best tools we bsivee 4o
Wonnd preople

retivenment belps local government
save maney. An of fieer who retires 15
generally reploced by o new offleer
al o dower ey scalies The State
Highway  Patrol fogmd that the
spocial separation allowsnce saved it
£1 nullie
Hor, instewd of adding costs Lo local
mwent, the new retiremoent
o will prove to be o cost-
we for them
v bocnl govermment olficinls
tuwve also expressed concern it U
bavw Enforcement Officers Retire:
st plan offers gremter benefits
hon e plan for other local poverne
el employees. The N.C. Sherifl™s
Associmtion aod presidents of afl of
the state’s law enforeement assiecia-
toms believe it 1s impartant Lo keep in
i thit o oflier Jocal employees
put theie lves on the line every day
thiey go i work.
We believe the
Assembly acted wisely and respons
sibly in providing the ndditiona
reticement bepefits. The benelits will
¢ North Coroling’s 100 sherifl's
artments and all local w en-
foreemnent agencies Lo do an even bet-
ter job of providing professionad Lw
enforcement services st ke liwiest
possiiae cost.

V6EE  General

Howard Keamer
Executive Director
N Sheriff's Assn,

Haleigh

Have A Bagel!

To all this New Yorkers
obilivious, 1t is their daily fare, os is
the  juxtaposition: of poverty and

approach windowshoppers,
T colny

an meredibly dicty iy, from
ieslittered. sidewalks to primy,
e sulwiiys. Fven inon
higherlass restaurant, we shated 5
taabiletup wil kgl

Yo, there's (ilth anid noise and too
many  people—even though in-
terestimg ones, anil the cost of rent,
Tesend iniel traespaortastion |« prohibitive
by sl Lown standaris.

Hul there B something else it
et all that I wrong with this
mntstrons metropolis. 10 opn't be
sarnied up neatly, it it has to di
with the Metropolitan Operi sl

oty Ve Dbt of Brosdway that
an crentive pliywrights, tie
ol expuinse of Central Park (in
apite of wmupggers' ), the  steady
stream of talented artists whn are

Pl b Manbiebtan as to 4 nagnel,

Too be completely corny, this
sornething” hos to do, most of all,
with the melting-pal imetaphor it is
New York, Thee erowited sidewalks
coney Liberty's words, “Sring me
il puor, dour hiddied
ning o breathe
‘ iy aire, i Al colurs
and eonditions, being sticred
together. The resulling brew s
stromg shuff, o ecatalyst for rich iink-
ing, wrtistic ereation and aehieve
Thent,

W 4 eloseup Jook ab humanity
it T et ey New York streets, and
somehow  that invigorates and
reaisures e, 1 am deeply pleased
wilh the diversity of this D v,
Delievimg that as 1t s stirred
together, each ingredient is flavored
wdth the others,

Whiich brings me hack o the pote
remsinder that came home inmy suit-
cae, Hoeven the bagels cling, surely
that brush with other eultures will
“tay with me, Loo,

Thanks, New York. | love you!

Christmas Is Time For Sharing

One of the best fessans 've ever
Jearmed about sharing happoened one
Christmas.

T was about 12 years ol and my
slster amd brothers and 1, like mast
middle class kids, had plenty of
presents under our Chiristimas tree.

There was one family in the town
where we lived that wasn't a0 for-
tunate, though. There were about
elght children in the family and telr
father was unemployed.

Sinee they lived in the same direc-
tion os us, we used Lo walk home
frum sehool Wwiether, One diy short-

Etta
Smith

Ty before Chirtstinas, we wiked 1
AT Wyl Dkt Lo st by oo b g

When wo went into our hosie, i

Kids™ eyes bnmmedintely spotted our
Christimi troe, with an abundance of
it beneath i
miother, whn wiis always trying
o beneh un abonl sharing, saw e
chebss fonkeing st hose presents hungri-
By ol foinedd dhiem beside the tree,
“Pooyou love lots of presents

unter your Christmas troe™ she
mskod Lhem
N Manm," e of tiem replied,

Sy iy says we don't have any
money this year and Santn Claos
rukpht Fanves b cone dute. "

WL Mot anhl, < We have g i

e srprise for you"

She Lold the tat Sants ol teft
sume of thedr presents ol our howse
and gave then each one of our il

Well, nar first instinel was Lo say
bt wee definitely knew better,

Aml after geclng the joy on Lhose
il fnees, (L heeame clear Lo ws Wit
shving i what Chiristos is ol phout.

I often think back on that
Christmag, and Ut one small
pesture my mother made. And the
memery of (it gesture always
remimdy me ol e true naenning of
Christmas,

T
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