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BY DOUG RUTTER

While uncommitted at times, Holden Beach commissionercandidates agreed on the majority of issues addressedduring the biennial "Meet The Candidates" programlast Tuesday at the town hall.
All nine candidates running for three available seats

on the town board of commissioners and Mayor John
Tandy, who is unopposed in his bid for re-election,
presented their views on issues that included proposed
causeway annexation, a possible sewage system, rezonmgpractices and the town's land use plan.

The panel discussion was sponsored bv the Holden

Beach Property Owners Association and chaired by POA
President Kenncr Amos. Following brief biographical introductions.candidates took turns answering prepared
questions. At least one candidate. Bob Buck, questioned
the rotation system used, which had candidates answer
.ill questions in the same order.

Causeway Annexation
While none of the candidates supported forced annexation.most expressed the view that future annexation

would be inevitable and beneficial to the town and
causeway.

Martin Feldt said. "It is the entrance to Holden
Beach. 1 would like to see it become a part of Holden
Beach." He added that careful discussion by parties on
both sides would ultimately decide the issue.

Incumbent Commissioner Graham King said, involuntaryannexation is a shotgun marriage at best. It's
just not in the best interests of the town to alienate those
people."

He added that the town may need part of the
causeway at a later date for a waste disposal site, and it
would be beneficial to annex the causeway with their approval.

Bob Buck agreed with those who said forced annexationis wrong, but added that the town cannot wait until
the causeway becomes it's own town or is incorporated
by some other town.

"This is not something the town can turn it's back on
and wait until the people over there say they're ready,"
h«» said, explaining that the town must take the initiative
before it is hurt.

Donald Carey argued that future annexation is importantand necessary because causeway businesses
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benefit from the town's image, but aren't paying taxes
for those benefits.

Margaret Vasco said immediate annexation would
be a major mistake because the $8,000 in taxes which
would be gained by the town would not come close to
equalling the costs of annexation.

"We haven't seen in black and white what we will
benefit by annexing the area right now." she said. Vasco
added that future annexation would probably be importantin terms of locating a possible wastewater treatment
plant on the mainland.

Candidates Georgia I^angley and Kermit Coble also
oppose immediate annexation. They believe it should be
put off until such time as the additional land and taxes
.fill ...... ..r:« »

mil X.1VUI 1> UVIICill I lie limil.

Hose Cole was also against annexation until in-depth
studies are completed outlining the benefits, if any. the
town stands to gain.

She added. "There are enough people on the island
and causeway to work together on this. The people will
dictate to the powers what should be done."

Gil Bass said the issue cannot be decided until the
report from an annexation committee which will include
island and causeway residents is completed.

Incumbent Mayor John Tandy, who is unopposed in
the upcoming municipal election, said a careful study by
the annexation committee will provide direction for anyfuture action taken by the town. He has not yet appointed
that committee.

"The committee should be able to determine right off
the bat if this is the time for annexation." he said. "It
behooves us all to take a good look at it. but I think we're
going in the right direction with this committee."

Sewage Treatment
Candidates also discussed the potential need for an

island-wide or canal sewer system and possible avenues
of funding it.

Most ;iPreed that furthor st»dv nf the CHPal water
quality was needed since a recent engineering study is inconclusive.

Bob Buck said that from what he drew from the
study, the health of canal residents could be at stake.
"The time is not too far off when we're going to have a
serious health problem in the three canal subdivisions."

He added that a canal package sewer system, which
could later be tied into an island-wide system, may be the
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best answer because, he said, voters would not pass 2
referendum supporting an island-wide system.

Carey said that while further study of potential canal
sewer systems should be continued, the town could successfullycontrol growth by opposing an island-wide
system.

"Down the road," he said, "we may need package
sewer systems along the canals, but we can hold off the
need for an island-wide system as long as we don't want
unlimited growth."

Coble also said additional study concerning possible
canal water pollution is important, but argued that he has
never had a water or sewer problem in his 33 years of livingalong the canals.

"1 don't think now is the time for a sewer system
which would only serve the interests of a few people lookingto develop and profit from that development." he
said.

Candidates King, Vasco, lamgicv, Cole, Bass and
Feldt agreed an island-wide sewer system may be neededin the long run, but added that the continued monitor-

ing anil study of canal water quality may discover the immediateneed for a canal package sewer system.
In a related matter, canal lot resident Jim Fournier

asked candidates about the blatant abuse of laws restrictingcanal houses to three bedrooms.
Buck agreed the law was being violated regularly but

said there is little the town can do about it. He said
developer plans calling for three-bedroom houses are
granted septic tank permits from the health department,
even though the developers fully intend to turn what was
mapped out to be a den or dining room into another
bedroom.

Tandy agreed, "Some people are taking advantage of
the spirit of the law and it has to be enforced."

Langley said the enforcement of these laws should be
the responsibility of the town's building inspector, but she
said that since he is paid on commission and not salary,
the violations are often overlooked.

Carey added that realtors who rent canal homes also
need to enforce the maximum occupancy stated in the
lease since the larger number of inhabitants often puts a
strain on the sewage system.

Planning Land Use
Most of the nine candidates agreed that the town's

land use plan is a good guideline to follow. However, they
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added that rezoning had to be handled on an individual
basis and sometimes executed contrary to the plan.

Coble, however, said the land use plan should be
followed as strictly as possible with very few zoning ex?ceptions.

He said, it's just like any other law or ordinance, il
you don't police it, it's not worth the paper it's printed
on."

King, who participated in the plan's updating in 1980
and 1985, said that in theory, the land use plan and rezoningshould go hand in hand with one another. But, he add;ed. rezoning cases need to be addressed as they come upand cannot always follow the plan.

Buck said, "It is a guide. It is a flexible living documentin and of itself." He added that each rezoning case
is different and depends entirely on the person makingthe request and the purpose of the request.

Carey added, "My philosophy is that you follow the
spirit and intent of the land use plan as c'ncn o<* pAnjKiabut not specifically in all cases."

No Highrises

All candidates rejected the idea that the maximum
building height of 35 feet should be raised.

Referring to the current standard, King said, "If
something is not broke, don't fix it."

Mrs. Cole added that she would "personally ring the
necks" of anyone trying to raise the maximum height.

Tandy joked that he would "tar and feather" anyone
who raised the issue again.

Appointments Questioned
Part-time resident James Calvin asked candidates to

express their positions on how town board appointments
should be made.

Most said that elected town commissioners should
actively pursue knowledgeable townspeople to serve on
the board of adjustments and planning and zoning board.

Too often. Vasoo. board appointments come
through friendships with commissioners, not necessarily
through a careful examination of qualifications.

Cole recommended that all sectors of the population
be represented on the town boards to bring new ideas and
varying points of view out in the open.

Buck added that it is important that appointees be interestedin serving and willing to do a good job for the
town and that they be willing to invest the time required.

Holden Beach
MHp ^»H|

King t-uiiRlry Vura

cumbcnt seeking re- Wiley, and two married daughters,
board of commis- She said important issues eurerentlyfacing Holden Beach residents are
J with a bachelor of growth, erosion control and control of
pharmacy from the taxes.
rth Carolina. He has Mrs. Langley concluded, "My
id three children. record in government proves that

seexing re-election wnen i mane any commitment, I give
jects started in the it my best. I have nothing to gain personallyor financially. I only want to
lportant issues at serve Holden Beach to improve and
include wastewater control the problems it now faces."
cation, sidewalks on Margaret Vasco
d and street im- Margaret Vasco, 61, of 180 Ocean

Boulevard East, is a retired food scrthatthe issue of vice manager and a former Girl
tmcnt should be die- Scout leader who has received that
eds and desires of organization's highest honor, the
at he is opposed to Marjorie Dangerfield Award,
ation. She has served as chairman of
f past four years ex- Holden Beach Community Watch,
board has given me the town's community appearance
the needs and pro- committee and the P.T.A.
n and citizens." Mrs. Vasco graduated from ArlingtonKali Junior College and conR.I-angley tinued her education at the Universi-anglev,49, of 122 ty of Maryland, American University
ousewife who "loves and Howard County Community Coltndcares about its iege. She has a husband, Armana,

ana inree cnnarcn.
r things, she co- She said the most important issues
Z. Municipal Clerks currently facing the town are keepisa former city clerk ing the "family beach" atmosphere,

controlling erosion and litter and
has also been a planning for orderly growth.

;er for more than Vasco said these issues can best be
and is presently achieved by studying enforcement of
services on the "Sw- current ordinances, controling comatThe Brunswick mercial zoning and obtaining state

uiu iui aauuudggillg clilU UUIie
:cived degrees or renourishment.
Carolina College of She added, "I first came to Holden
sh Community Col- Beach in 1948, became a property JCollege, Syracuse owner in 1958 and a permanent resi- 32
he Medical Universi- dent in 1980. Three generations of myUna. family have enjoyed this beach and
y has a husband, its people."

mIETCI mcI CI 131 v,sa

16-31 * Shollotte Location Only I
^ Huggies Supertrim

mSm n
~~ Ktelnex q qqU .

Facial Tissue |


