“If they want to clean up
something, cleon up these
junk cars, not tear down
what North Carolina was
known for its first 100

years
JoAnn Simmons
Farm Owner

WHILE 'S USEFULNESS has lessened
with the years, this wide-skirted harn

in the Shallotte Point

area sl retains its dignity,
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Abandoned Farm Buildings Won't Go Without A Fight

BY SUSAN USHER

From Muaco to Hickman's
barns and sheds remann, posing
tist or photographer

Some still carn their keep, shelterime faem equip-
ment, housig fannly keepsakes, evoking memories.
Others stand i the summer bheat like mpoverished
penteel old ludies, with skicts shightly askew and tin
rools mottled with rust, their digeity strained bat in-
Lact.

Neglected, abandoned, others are glinagpsed only
throueh o tangled canopy of encroaching vines and
trees. Rusting farm anplements find little shelter
beneath their wings

Tucked into woodlamd edging,
amid o fiekd, these tonbling tobaceo barms and
packhouse sheds are nostalisic symbols of o fasts
disappearing way of life. Seureving e aml chirping
wrens and swallows have reploced the chatter of
women and teer-apers ughing and <iging as they tie
and hand the sticks of tobacco, Phe o of the bright
leaf lingers only in th

To st gy vesudiont CUEAER T T
Simmons, the old sheds .mll h.nru- are picturesque, nf
fering a different perspective of tHme ard place. But
others, such as the Eastern North Caroling Chamber of

Crossrods,

the old
for the oceasional ar-

ar standimg tall

wtiom

Commeree, view them as unsightly, & potential safety
hizard and & hindrance to tourism and economic
development, and have launched a campaign to get rid
of them.

For Simmaons, the old barns represent tradition,
amd spark recollections of a busy, happy childhood.
Simmons remembers making “crow's feel” from
tobacco twine, lying on a bench beneath the bam in the
md-afternvon heat, waiting for the next load of tobac-
o from the field, und sharing a huge meal spread for
workers al dinnertime.

She started off standing on a drink crate and han-
ding tobacce for 50 cents a day, and was glad,” she
saud, “when T got big enough | could string for $2 a
day.”

“The old tobacco bams should be preserved:
they're a tradition in North Carolina. They have been
with us too long. | don't think the roadside should be
cleared of them,” she sald. 1 don't like to see them
falling in, but still the rustic look is there,

I they want to elean up something, clean up these
junk cars, not try to tear down what North Caroling
wits konown for its ficst 100 veurs,™”

Bulldings Targeted

The Greenville-hased chamber, which represents

43 counties in eastern North Carolina, is promoting for-

Yagricutural Extension Serviee

mation of county comumuttees to coordinate its long-
range “4-C" or “Carolina Clean Countryside™ Cam-
paign in which dilapudated barns and other “abandon-
el buildings would be tirgeted for  destruction,
restoration or recyeling,

The Eastern Chamber’s efforts have already met
with staunch oppostion and controversy in some other
eastern counties, i Brunswick County the loeal
Advisory Couneil has
delayed formation of & steering committee, said Ex-
tension Chatrman Milton Coleman, with more of its
members “anti” than “pro™ the project. Coleman said
the commmittee wants to see ) what budget action the
county commissioners tuke regarding establishraent of
a Clean County office: and 20 what suceessful ap-
proaches other counties develop.

I the commissioners want support for that « the
Clean County programi, then we'll come back and look

at it again™ said Coleman, noting that at recent
meetings a good number of advisory counci! members
were concerned about interfering with management of
private property.

However, if the county launches an anti-litter cam-
paign, he added, “side effects™ will probably include
removal of junk cars and some abandoned structures.

There are “a few folks™ in the county cither
rebuilding abandoned farm structures or tearing them
down and recyeling the lumber, he said.

While some area residents search out such
materials from other property owners, when one of the
barns on her family’s farm had to be torn down to
make room for new “bulk”™ barns, Simumons salvaged
the lumber to use in the living reom of her new home.

Uf the Eastern Chamber's campaign, Coleman
said, ““The folks basically had a good ides, but were a
little head strong.”

*%ﬁ'*‘i “- "
zi r:,‘ "mu- \

W[‘I‘il ONLY AN OCCASIONAL FIELD MOUSE for company, this bleached barn stands sentinel along

130 West,

THIS EXUM AREA BARN WITH

TATTERED SKIRTS has known better days.
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ASSIS T ANCE DO THE INIU RE D ANDY DS AL 1D

Have you been denied Social Security
Disability benefits or have you been
notified by Social Security that you are o
member of the Hyatt class? If yes, you reed
help to get your disability benefits. Call

At Law

28401

Call collect ’54 7656
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