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Shallotte Adopts New Budget With Three-Cent Tax Increase

BY DOUG HUTTER

Shallotte Aldermen adopted a town
budiget and o three-cent tax inerease
for the year that begins July 1, but
not before revising  the proposed
salaries of town employees.

Buoard members took $3,000 of the
F10.000 designated for administrative
expenses of the fire department, plus
several hundred dollars from the
capital outlay for the water fund and
used it ta increase salaries in the in-
spection, street, and waler and sewer
departments

The only other change from the
original budget was the transfer of
$3,000 from street utilities to street
improvements. This will reduce the
numbier of street lights the town can
purchase next vear, but will allow for
more grading and paving

The realignment of
salaries Tollowed o

eimployee
L-minute  ex-
eeutive session called to discuss per-
somnel. Alderman David Gause re-
quested the closed session after just a
Tew minutes of open discassion on the
budget and later made the motion to
adapt the original budget with the
above exceptions

Mayor Pro Tem Paul Wayne
Reeves, who rased the issue of une-
quid salaries during the town's June
8 budeet workshop, was absent this
week along with board member Jody
Simmons.

In adopting the budget town board
memuers approved the original pro-
posal of 3107450 for salaries in the
police department. That money will
be divided among the police chief, a
detective and four patrol officers.

Prior to the salary adjustments,
however, the water and sewer
department, which has been budgted
funds for an eighth employee in the
cormng vear, would have received
S85,924 in wapes, And the three town
cployees paid in the streets depart-
ment would have earned a combined
$45..460,

tiiven those proposed figures,
wiater and sewer department
emplovees next year would have
earaed an average of $10,665 while
street department emplovees would
aave carned an average ol $11,786
euch, Police departiment members,
meanwhile, would have carned an
average salary of $17,908,

Pl wanges approvied Monday night
will mean an average salary  of
£10,860 for woter and sewer depart-
ment employees, $12,133 for street

Yaupon VFD To
Sell Hot Dogs

The Yaupon Beach Volunleer Fire
Department will hold a hot dog sale
al the station this Saturday, July 2,
beginning at 10 a.m.

Also expected at the fire house is a
dunking booth, which will feature
Sgt Wesley Sewell of the Yauvpon
Beach Police Department.

The fire station is located at 515
Yaupon Drive in Yaupon Beach.
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employees and $15,080 for the inspec-
tions department, up from $14,560.

The approved tax inerease, from 44
cents to 47 cents per $100 of property
valuation, met no opposition during
the budget hearing earlier this
month. Board members speculated
that town residents were more con-
cerned about the large increase pro-
posed in the county tax rate

For the average homeowner in
Shallotte, with property valued at
60,000, the rate increase will mean
another 318 in town taxes next vear,
from $264 to $282

With an estimated valuation of
56, million and collection rate of 95
percent, the town expects to collect
$251.082 in taxes

Plant Expansion

The major expenditure included in
next vear's budget is £118.950 for im-
provements of water and sewer ser-
vice. This represents more than 10
percent of the total £1.1 million
budget and will be used primarily for
expansion of the wastewater treat-
ment plant

Also, the town has appropriated

*£75,000 Tor trash pickup, up from
$60.000. a 20 percent increase
resulting mainly from town growth.

«$65,000 for o fire truck. The town is
accepting bids through noon Thurs-
day for a ladder truck

General fund revenues are ex-
pected Lo inerease almost $140,000

I'm suspicious when it comes to
spending my money and more
suspicious when it comes to spending

somebody else's."”

—Wilton Harrelson
Shallotte alderman

next fiscal year to $597,579, This is
mainly due to the increase in laxes,
which should bring an extra $30,000 to
the town: inclusion in the budget, for
the first time, of the fire
department’s $40,000 in savings and
certificates of deposit; and an addi-
tional $25,000 in county revenues.

In the water and sewer fund,
revenues are expected to increase
nearly $150.000 next fiscal year to
11465, In addition to $118,950 from
the capital reserve fund, extra
revenues are anticipated from two
other sources

Sales tax revenues are expected to
be §27,000, an increase of $15,000 over
the current fiscal year, while water
charges should bring in $278,104 in
the 1988-89 fiscal year for an addi-
tional $30,000. The budget reflects no
change in waler or sewer rates.

Insurance Discussed
in other business Monday,
aldermen postponed a decision on

Accident Results
In $5 750 Damages

A onecar aceident ' riday near
Bolivia resulted in more than £5,700
in property damage, but no injuries,

according to the N.C. Highway
Patrol.
According  to Spokesman Ruby

Oakley, Randall Breunich Houghton,
40, of Chespeake City, Md., was
southbound on U.S. 17 about four-
tenths of a mile south of Bolivia when
his 1984 Dodge truck ran off onto the
right shoulder of the roadway

It continued south along o dit-
chbank and struck a road sign, accor-
dimg e the report fited by Trooper

R.V. West. The boat and trailer being
pulled behind the truck continued
south along the ditchbank and struck
a lelephone switchbox.

Houghton pulled the truck across
U.S. 17 and stopped on the left
shoulder of Midway Road, S$.R. 1500.

According to West's report
damages to the boat and tra:ler were
eatimated at $5,500, with another $250
in damages to the Department of
Transportation signage

No citation was issued in the 12:05
p.m. aceident.

whether to change health insurance
companies following the report of
'an-American  Life representative
R.W. Cheers.

The town board discussed in-
surance about 40 minutes, reviewing
policies and estimated costs to the
town, before setting the matter aside
and beginning its discussion of the
budget.

Although Cheers admitted that he
has very liltle experience with the in-
surance company, he added that he
was acting as a concerned citizen and
trying to save the town whatever
money it could.

The town budgeted $14,110 for
health insurance this year for all
town employees and has projected
nexi year's cost at $18.535 with the
addition of one employee in the
streets department.

Board members, uncertain
whether they could get a policy with
the benefits they presently have with

COMPLETE INTERIOR
DECORATING SERVICE

—Mlini blinds
—Vertical blinds
—iMlicro blinds
—Carpet
—Wallpaper
—Draperies

—Pictures

Ruby Fioyd

Ocearn Fste
Inderiors

Hwy 804, 283 Seaada MNorth

578-8081
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Blue Cross/Blue Shield at i less ex- varous line items in this year's
pensive price, decided *o wait until budget to finish off the fiscal yedr in
they have more answers before mak- pr e accounting order.

Ing a decision, Transfers amounting to 88,990 were

“If there’s any way we can save  made in the police, streets, public
money for the town, U'm all for 0.°  buildines and fire department
said  Alderman Wilton Harrelson.
“But I don't feel I can make a deci-
sion on that tonight."

Aldermen also voiced concerns
about emplovees having to fill out
questionaires to qualify for the in-
surance, something they did not have
to do for coverage under the present
plan

“I'm suspicious when it comes to
spending my money and more
suspicious when it comes to spending
somebody else's,” added Harrelson

Budget Amended
Also this week, aldermen amended
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Plant Your Gardern Now!

Vegetable Plants
Cabbage-Collards
Onion Sets, etc.
Landscaping
*Plants
*Shrubs
sSupplies
eFruit Trees
eShade Trees
ePecan Trees
We Have
Everything You
Need for the
Farm & Garden
Now Open Til 5 PM Sat.
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Fill out a special Cabot
advantage of a fantastic o

every wood surface.

Buying a house involves
alotof ﬁ%)lications, here’s

tsaves you $5.
PARKER & SONS

5 off on the 4th Sale

" Stains rebate application at our store and take
ffer. Right now, during our Five off on the Fourth sale,

you'll get a five dollar manufacturer’s rebate when you buy four gallons of any
premium quality Cabot Stain. And this application will do a lot more than save
you money, because Cabot Stains provide long-lasting protection and beauty for

flex comp gi ing design
*Decp weathered barnplank coloration
*Rugged galvonized frame construction
*Palyester coated top roils and uprights
*Factory registered 15 yeor Itd. warranty

Don't miss your chance for a great deal. Come in and get your Cabot rebate
application, now. This offer is only good June 25-July 10. So hurry up and get
Cabot Stains, today. Experience The Best.”
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Istand Village Specialty Shops
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579-8828
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Cabot' Semi-Solid Stains o

Cabot® O.¥Y.T. Seolid Color Cabot® Semi-Transparent

AR LS highly pigmented 1o give an e Stuins comtune the Dest features of Stoins Lring out the natural beaury

T fimish that highlights the natural tex stain and  paint  Thes DT of wood gram and are wood presery
twre of wood Guormnteed 5 yoeurs -;.:,il.'...I- 1 ik ] > ok

Pool and Spa Products

Chemicals®Computer Water Analysis

E te M aint

WA TUIREIAY

*Spa & Spa MNeeds

i fisl BEUSBOE K 8 ACOMN

aganst cracking, blistenng or peel
ing, these stons cover n ong coat
what maost  sems ansparnent  staing
can’t cover in Two

only $15.60 gal.

W waibet repeient muddow resistang

grade lumber while res

g, peehng and blistering

only $17.67 gal.

They also carry a 5 vear guarantes
agannst cracking, blistenng or peel

g

Only $14.35 gal,

J.M. PARKER & SONS

Hwys. 17 & 211 e Supply ® 754-433]




