
Calabash Pushes For Solution To Golf Course Stormwater Woes
BY DOUG RUTTER

Calabash Commissioners are throwing their influ¬
ence behind a plan aimed at solving some of the storm-
water drainage problems in Carolina Shores.

Town officials voted at their meeting last Wednes¬
day to send a letter to Carolina Shores Golf & CountryClub urging the management to take action to correct
stormwater runoff problems on the course.

Rainfall often runs off the golf course and into the
yards of Carolina Shores residents, whose community is
now part of the Town of Calabash.

Commissioner Ed Schaack of Carolina Shores
asked that thr hnarrl send th;* letter. He said the golf
course manager. Rick Moran, had promised the Caro¬
lina Shores Property Owners Association (CSPOA) that
work on digging drainage ditches to control runoff
would begin after Thanksgiving.

But Schaack said woiic still had not started a month
after the holiday. "What I'm trying to do is get this
solved before it becomes our problem," he said last
week.

"Right now, the water comes
off those greens andfloods
people's back yards"
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CSPOA Manager Robert Noe told commissioners
he has been working with the golf course for two years
to solve the stormwater runoff problem. After heavy
downpours, he said some back yards have as much as
four or five inches of standing water.

"Right now, the water comes off those greens and
floods people's back yards," said Noe. "Legally, there's
nothing we can do. All we're asking is that they be a

good neighbor."
Commissions Defined

Three groups involved in planning, finance and
community services in Calabash were officially named
"commissions" last week. Bui the specific roles of each
have yet to be determined.

Town officials hope to define the duties of each
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next meeting. Several residents have already agreed to
serve on the panels, which were formed at the Dec. 12
town meeting.

In the meantime, both the planning and community
Services commissions iutic specific pfOjCCU d.v>igitcu.
The community services commission will study a pro¬
posal to collect an impact fee for each new building in
town. The planning commission will look at incorporat¬
ing deed restrictions in Carolina Shores into the town's
zoning ordinances.

At the last town meeting. Commissioner George
Taubc!, now a member of the com mim itv service, com¬

mission, suggested that Calabash impose an impact fee
for each new home or business constructed in town.
The purpose of the $500 fee is to cover the cost of dam¬
age to the streets caused by the use of heavy equipment

Taubel, who lives in Carolina Shores, said his com¬
munity has collected the fees for more than three years
and has brought in about S30.000 a year.

With the recent expansion of Calabash, Taubel said
the town should receive about $42,000 per year in
Powell Bill funds for street maintenance and improve¬
ments. But he said the Carolina Shores POA spends
more than $42,000 per year on road maintenance in that
community alone. Taubel said the town needs the im¬
pact fees as well as Powell Bill money.

Town Attorney Mike Ramos said Calabash would
not be able to impose an "arbitrary" impact fee. Com¬
missioners would have to justify any fees in relation to
the actual cost of maintaining the mads.

Ramos said many municipalities collect impact fees
for various capital improvement projects. Shaliotte and
Ocean Isle Beach, for instance, collect impact fees from
sewer users AH money collected is put into special
funds for sewer system improvements.

Commissioners decided to look into amending the

zoning ordinance after learning the town could not en¬
force deed restrictions in Carolina Shores.

Commissioner Schaack first made a motion for the
town to adopt the deed restrictions in effcct in Carolina
Shores, hoping the action would give the restrictions
more "clout." He then rescinded the motion after the
town attorney advised that it is up to the POA and indi¬
vidual property owners to enforce deed restrictions.

However, Ramos said the concepts in the deeds can
be incorporated into the town's zoning ordinances. He

noted that the town's current ordinances are incomplete
anyway, and that it would be a good time to update the
codc 2nd include C2ro1 in& ^^orcs.

Dispute Resolved
Disposing of a matter left over from the last town

meeting, commissioners agreed last week that the de¬
veloper of an office complex located in the town's ex¬
traterritorial area on N.C. 179 was charged correctly for
recent electrical inspections.

Electrical Inspector Terry Willetts had charged Pete
Strickland $700 for inspections at the new Georgetown
Center complex. At the last town meeting, Strickland
off? i »f»h ihoj fees were twice 3s hi^h ss whut the
county charges.

But the fees were the same as Willetts charges other
builders. The town will send a letter to Strickland ex¬

plaining that he was charged the proper sum.
However, a letter of reprimand will be added to the

personnel file of Willetts regarding his involvement in
the case. Commissioner Schaack said the basis of the
reprimand is that Willetts behaved "uncooperatively"
and did not "conduct himself as a representative of the
town should."

Action followed a 15-minute executive session,
willetts was present for the closed session and left town
hall immediately afterward.

Other Business
In other business last week, commissioners:

Voted to advertise that the town is seeking a new

building inspector. Building Inspoctor Frank Adams'
probationary certificate expires Feb. 2. He will not be
able to work for the town after that point.
.Agreed to change the regular meeting time from

5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m. Meetings will still be held on the
second and fourth Tuesday of each month. The new time
takes effect at the next meeting scheduled for Jan. 9.

Winter Storm Taxed Water Users
BY DOUG RUTTER

Running water may have been
more valuable than long underwear
and snow tires during last week¬
end's winter storm that dumped a
more than a foot of snow in Bruns¬
wick County and pushed tempera¬
tures to record low levels.
As temperatures dipped far below

freezing during the record-breaking
storm that started Dec. 22 and end¬
ed Christmas Eve, water pipes and
pumps from one end of the county
to the other froze or broke and left
many area residents without water,
some for several days.

For most people, water service
was back to normal this week. But
during and after the pie-Christinas
storm, water service was a premium
at the local beaches, where leaks
were discovered at more than 150
homes.
Most water pipes in the county

aren't built to withstand the abnor¬
mally cold temperatures that invad¬
ed iiic atca lasi weekend, we re
just not set up to handle those sin¬
gle-digit temperatures," said Ocean
Isle Beach developer and utilities
director Odell Williamson.

The National Weather Service re¬
ported the Wilmington area experi¬
enced an all-time record low of zero
degrees Christmas Day. Two days
earlier, the area had experienced the
lowest low temperature (15 de¬
grees) and the lowest high tempera¬
ture (20 degrees) ever recorded on
that date.

Brunswick County Public Utili¬
ties Director Jerry Webb said the
bitter cold caused at least seven
small water line breaks in different
areas of the county. "Considering
what we've gone through, I think
we've done OK," he said last
Thursday as temperatures rose into
the 50s and most of the snow melt¬
ed.

During the storm, Webb said the
CGufity pui'iipCu aOOui iliiiiKtfl
gallons per day through its North¬
west Treatment Plant at Malmo.
That's about twice the normal
amount.
"Demand on the system required

ii," he said, noting that many water
users probably left faucets running
to help lower their chances of hav¬
ing frozen and broken pipes.
Webb said the only real problem

occurred at Sunset Beach, where a
leak was discovered on a line
branching off from the water tank.
Town Administrator Linda Fluegel
said the leak did not cause a lot of
water loss or a major drop in water
pressure.

However, she said employees in
the police and public works depart¬
ments cut off water service to 87
homes in town where leaks were
discovered. "We didn't have any
major problems," said Mrs. Fiuegel.
"We probably won't until the water
bills go out"

In an attempt to rebuild water
nressure in the Sunset Beach area
'last Wednesday, firefighters let a
minor dumpster fire in Sea Trails
burn for about an hour before extin¬
guishing it. Despite fluctuations in
water pressure to some areas, local
officials said fire fighting capabili¬
ties were not threatened.

Shallotte Town Clerk Mary Etta
Hewctt said there were water leaks
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ROSE FEIGENBUTZ of Dave's Plumbing replaces a broken water
pipe at a Holden Beach residence last Wednesday. At least 40 homes
on the island had water leaks as a result of last weekend's winter
storm.

at about a half dozen homes in town
but no major problems. The situa¬
tion was much worse at local beach¬
es where water lines are typically
more exposed to the elements.

Holden Beach Town Manager
Gus Ulrich was one of the island's
full-time residents who had busted
water pipes. He said town employ¬
ees cut off water service to about 40
vacant homes last week because of
leaks at those houses.
During and immediately follow¬

ing the storm, Uiricii said there was
some reduction in water pressure
due to a few "very significant"
leaks.

However, he said the town con¬
tinued to draw water from the coun¬
ty throughout the storm and the
town's water storage tank did not
get too low. 'To my knowledge it
was never drawn to a dangerous
point."
At Ocean Isle Beach, the storage

tank literally ran dry at one point
and water service on the island was
cut off tor one nignt, said William¬
son.
He said there were two '"major"

leaks that drained the water in the
tank and forced the town to cut off
service for about 15 hours starting
last Monday night until the lines
were repaired. One of the breaks oc¬
curred in the pipe that feeds the wa¬
ter tank and another was at the pri¬
vate west end of the island.

"We got along fairly good," said
Williamson. "Wc were only without
pressure one night."
The water tank running dry was

actually a blessing in disguise, he
said, because it helped clean out the
bottom of the tank. If there had
been a fire, he said the town proba¬
bly would have had adequate water
pressure because it was constantly
building once the water service was
turned off.
Town Cleric Alberta Tatum said

the town also cut off water service
to about 30 individual homes that
had water line breaks.

SAT
Preparation Course
3-week intensive prep

course for SAT success.
Guaranteed
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enrollment. Classes beqin
JANUARY 8, 1990
Caii for information

and registration today!
(919) 457-5987

or (919) 842-6068
SOUTHEASTERN

TESTING INSTITUTE

Worthmore
5 m AndtlOmeS Realty

hwy. 17 N., Shallotte
754-7676

Why labor over troubles
O o of the past?

Take Your First Step Of
The New Decade To...

SPECIAL LIMITED TIMEOFFER ON GEAPPLIANCES!

Large Capacity
Automatic Washer

Heavy Duty
4- Cycle Dryer

Potscrubber -

\£~/ Dishwasher

Continuous Clean
30" Electric Range

\ Spacemaker II"
Microwave Oven

27" Self-Cleaning
Built-in Oven

Model GSD600L
7 cyclcs. Temperature Sensor Sys¬
tem. 10-year lull warranty onPermaTuf® tub and door liner
(ask for details).

'For qualified applicant* financing under the CECAf* Retail financing Program provided by the Uonogram Credit Card Bank olfFHAF®Georgia. No finance charges witbe incurred itpurchase amount k paid within SO day*- or monthlypapvants maybe mad*
altar 90 days, with finance charges ol 21.MX APR accrued trom purchase date, end 50t mmm'j* Hnaixe charge. financing lor Gt Appliances

an nnvc
SAMEAS CASH!
NO PAYMENTS REQUIRED

1.-#
Model WWA5600G
2 cyclcs regular and permanent
press. 3 wash/rinse temperature
combinations with energy-saving
cold water selections. Soak cycle.

Model JEM31H
.9 cu. ft. cavity. Use on coun.ertop
or hang from wall cabinet. Time
Cook I &- 2. Auto Roast and Auto
Defrost. 1(1 Poner Levels.
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Model JBCI6GK
Tilt-lock C.alrod® surface units.
Clock, reminder timer. Black
glass oven door with window,
l arge storage drawer.

Model JKP07GJ
IU.u k glass oven door with window.
Eye-level controls. Automatic oven
timer, digital clock and signal
buz/er. Kits 27" cabinet.

Model UUE530CG
Permanent press' knits cycle.
3 drying selections. Durable
porcelain enamel drum. Remov¬
able up-front lint filter.

Icemaker Installed
Refrigerator

MORE THAN
A PRODUCT
CE Answer Center' 800.626 2000
Convenient Credit
Written Warranty Protection
Do-It- YourseH Help
Prompt. Rcitable Service*

Hwy. 17 & 211, Supply (West of tjon Light) 754-6138

Model TBXIHA1.
IH.O cu. ft. capacity; 5.I4 cu. ft.
freezer, factory installed icemakcr
with removable ice bin. 2 door
shelves. Energy Saver Switch.

Model C.B22DI.
temperature Monitor warns if
free/er warms. 2 removable slid¬
ing baskets. Temperature control.
l!p-fimnt defrost drain.


