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SAYS WASTE MANAGEMENT EXPERT

Dumping Of Sewage May Be Threat To River

BY DOUG RUTTER

Two materials used in local crop
production probably are not pollut-
ing the Lockwood Folly River. But
its resource-rich waters may be
threatened by the dumping of raw
sewage in the river basin, a waste
management expert said last week.

Bob Rubin. a bio- and agri-engi-
neering specialist with N.C. State
University, said local officials
should be more concerned about the
disposal of untreated septic tank
solids than the sludge and Pfizer by-
product used as ferulizer on farms.

Along with Brunswick County
Agricultural Extension Chairman
Milton Coleman, Rubin spoke to a
group of eight people at the Save
Our Shellfish (SOS) meeting last
Friday night in the Lockwood Folly
Community Building.

SOS President Annie Smigiel
blamed the unusually small turnout
on the recent opening of the lower
Lockwood Folly River to shellfish-
ing. When the river opens to har-
vesting, she said fishermen tend to

LETTER
A Figment

Of Reporier’s
Imogination

‘1o the editor:

As a newly-clected commissioner
in District 2 of the Town of
Calabash, I find it necessary to
reply o the recent column in The
Brunswick Beacon dated Feb. 1.

Our new board has been in exis-
tence for two months with an atten-
dance rate of almost 100%. We
have concentrated on community
involvement in our town govern-
ment and the general operation of
our new organized community.

We in District 2 have deed re-
strictions which are a marriage
between the golf course and the
homeowner. Living on the 4th fair-
way, with a beautiful view of a well
kept golf course, it is my obligation
to abide by our restrictions.

Your wiiied's comumcnis auoul
clotheslines and pick-up trucks has
1o be a figment of his imagination.
It has never been our intention to
legislate our deed restrictions to the
town as a whole.

Surely seven individuals will,
from time to time, have a difference
of opinion and not spiteful as the
column indicated. We are not a
divided town, having elected Doug
Simmons as mayor from District 1,
showing the support of District 2.

I hope in the future all editorials
and articles conceming our town
will reflect a more positive attitude
and not a reporter’s pipe dream.

George L. Taubel
Commissioner, District 2
Calabash
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GIFT SHOP

Valentine Gifts
Candy & Cards

CAUSEWAY PLAZA * HOLDEN BEACH
842-5678 + MON-SAT 10-8

SILVER HILL

We'll reopen
for the season
Friday, Feb. 9.

Thanks for your

trust in us.
Jack & Margaret Salley

CALL 842-6420
FOR TAKE-OUT ORDERS

SILVER HILL
GRILL

HWY, 130 AT SILVER HILL

“I am very comfortable with the way
sludge is managed in North Carolina.”

—Dr. Bob Rubin, waste management specialist

N.C. State University

forget about pollution problems.

During the two-hour meeting,
Rubin and Coleman said the legal
dumping of septic tank waste at dis-
posal sites in the Lockwood Folly
River Basin should be the group's
main concern relating to waste man-
agement.

They said SOS members should
not worry about the use of sludge,
which comes from waste treatment
plants in Wilmington and Carolina
Beach, or mycelium, a byproduct
from the Pfizer citric acid plant in
Southport.

Although land is the best place to
dispose of septic tank solids, Rubin
said the waste typically goes on the
land untreated.

He urged the group to push for
changes in local health department
regulations on disposal of septage
and to use rules adopted in Cumber-
land County as a model.

One simple way to improve local
practices, said Rubin, would be to
add a bag of lime 1o a septic tank or
the pumper truck before the tank is
being pumped out. That would kill
almost all of the bacteria and great-
ly reduce the chance of pollution
seeping into ground and surface wa-
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INTRODUCING THE INVESTOR'S DEPOSIT
ACCOUNT. FOR THOSE WHO WANT TO

ters once the solids have been ap-
plied to the land.

Rubin and Coleman said they're
almost certain sludge isn’t a source
of pollution in the river. The prod-
uct is strictly regulated, they said,
with permits handled through the
state  Division of Environmental
Management.

Of the ecight farms in the county
that have been permiued and re-
ceived sludge, Coleman said none
are situated in the Lockwood Folly
River Basin,

Nine other sites in the county
have been permitted but have not
received sludge. Most of those per-
mits will probably be withdrawn,
said Coleman, since most the farms
are located in the river basin,

Since no sludge has been used
near the Lockwood Folly, Varnam-
town Mayor Pro Tem Ennis Swain
said last week, “Ii's doubtful if any
of that has reached the river.”

“I think you could rightfully say
zero,” added Coleman.

Rubin noted that applicators—
contractors who deliver sludge to
the farms—have millions of dollars

invested in their equipment and it
hehooves them to follow permit

guidelines.

State permits require that sludge
be disked or injected into the soil
shortly after it is delivered to a site.
Also, it cannot be applied within
100 feet of streams, ditches or other
waterways.

“It's a highly-regulated agricul-
ture operation,” Rubin told the
group. "I am very comfortable with
the way sludge is managed in North
Carolina.”

While the use of mycelium is not
restricted like sludge, Rubin and
Coleman said it’s unlikely that it is
contributing o pollution problems
in Lockwood Folly River.

Mycelium, one of three byprod-
ucts made at the Pfizer plant in
Southport, is permitted for use as
agriculwral fertilizer and is often
stockpiled in fields.

Coleman said the organic materi-
al is being used within the river
basin, but since it contains no fecal
coliform bacteria, it cannol be con-
tributing to pollution problems.

Throughout the evening, Rubin
said that using waste in crop pro-
duction should not be stopped just
because there are a few instances
where it harms the environment. “It
means what we’ve got 1o do is find
better ways of managing it,” he
said.

As an analogy, Rubin said the
state shouldn’t stcp building high-
ways just because stormwater run-
off from highways has polluted ri-
vers, lakes and streams for years.
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For ‘50! ff Bed Special

7, Geood thru Mar. '35
Offer must be purchased Z 4

before Mar. 31st but take up to ‘/’1
12 months to use your visits

Call Hazel or Peggy for appointments!

Peggy-Lynn's Hair Port

Main St., Shallotte, 754-6705
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“We Go That EXTRA Mile”
North Myrtle Beach’s
Newest Wallpaper Shop Is

Now Open With . ..

*In Stock Walipaper by Seabrook & Olney

*FREE Measurements

*Installation Available in All Areas of
Brunswick County

NEW SELECTIONS ARRIVING DAILY!

114 Sundial Center + Hwy. 17, 0.D. Section, North Myrtle Beach, SC
Monday-Friday 9-5 and Saturday 9-1

(803)249-2446

GET AHEAD,

AND FOR THOSE WHO ALREADY ARE.
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With our new Investor’s Deposit Account, we offer
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four different deposit levels so you can earn the best
rate for whatever amount of money you have to invest.
Naturally, biggerdeposits fetch e
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But even for as little as a 5‘§3d%
$5000 deposit, you can quality | 6.00%
for Select Banking ~a package | Deposit rom

6.&%
7.00%

Deposit from

$25,000-49,999

= $1000-24,999
of eleven free services that can

save you $200 or more. And access to your money mar-

ket fund is easy since all you have to do is write a check.
The Investor’s Deposit Account from Southern

National. Because you deserve
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7'12.94% I'y{..?d 0 matter how muchof it youhave.
8.00% | 8.06% |

Lepmsistrom | Deposit o | SOUTHERN NATIONAL

Soonerorlater, we'll be vour bank.

Member FDIC. Rates as of 2/5/90; subject to change weekly.



