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Property Tax Bills

BY TERRY POPE

Brunswick County property own-
ers will have unul Monday 10 pay
their 1991 1axes without facing a
penalty.

Tax statements indicate the dead-
line 1s Jan, S, which happens 10 1ail
on a Sunday this year. The actual
deadline is Monday, Jan. 6, by 5:30
pm,, sud Tax Collecior Nancy
Moore.

Through the end of November,
Just 16.3 percemt of Brunswick
County residents had paid their tax-
es, said Ms. Moore. For the same pe-
riod last year, 19.6 percent had paid.

“Considening the economy, that's
not bad,” she said. “The bulk of it is
going to come m within the next two
weeks,”

If paying by mail, the letiers must
be postmarked on or before Jan. 6 1o
avoid a 2 percent penalty. Metered
mail must arrive at the office on or
before the 6th 10 avoid added costs.

Approximately 95000 1ax state-
ments were mailed 1o Brunswick
County property owners in August,
a  month later  than nomal.
Brunswick County Commissioners
delayed the maiiing unui a decision
was reached not to charge property
owners a parcel fee o help pay for
trash disposal.

Business was brisk at the tax of-
ficc Friday. The period ioliowing
Chrisumas is the busiest e of i
year for the tax collection depart-
ment.

The office hopes o improve on its
95.06 percent collecuon rate for
1990, That figure was down slightly,
from 95.31 the previous year, said
Ms, Moore.

“We're cenainly going o strive
and push for i,” she said.

Garnishment Works

A policy approved by commis-
sioners in February gives the ax de-
nartment authoniy 1o \',:lmi‘h Wages
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and to attach bank assets of those
whe owe back taxes. From April 1o
Nov. 7, the department had collected
$260,180 in back taxes from delin-
quent accounts.

“So if they don't pay by the Tth,
we sull have the authornty 1o go in
and gamnish their  wages,” Ms.
Moore noted. “We don’t give them
any waming."”

Property owners have quickly be-
come awarc of the policy, said
County Manager David Clegg,

Before, persons said there was no
incentive o pay on ume when the
county wasn't taking quick action to
coilect delingquent iaxes. Siaic law al
0w COuGes 10 cotloct for taxes that
are no more than 10 years past due.

“It should make cveryone happicr
about paying their laxes this year,”
said Clegg. “They know it's not an
1ssuc anymore.”

County commissioners adopted a
$35 million budget based on a tax
rate of 68.5 ceats per S100 in valua-
uon for the 1991-92 fiscal year, the
same tax rate as the previous vear.
Facing state Tunding cuts, commis-
sioners wrimmed the county budget
o keep from raising axes.

‘We're dealing with a steady rate
that hasn't wiidly fluctuated as it has
n other countes,” said Clegg. “But
1992 is going to be interesting.”

Persons who pay afier the 6th will
be charged a 2 percent penalty until
Feb. 1, when it will increase o 2 3/4
percent, For example, a person who
owes S$300 in taxes will pay $306 af-
ter the 6th, a figure that will increase
monthly therealier.

Annually, abomt 85 percent of tax-
payers pay belore the deadline cach
year. About 15 percent end up pay-
ing a penalty. The names of delin-
quent axpayers are published in lo-
cal newspapers in Apnl
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The names are the same, but the
order has shifted shghtly for Bruns
wick County's “Top 10 Taxpayers”
list for 1991,

According to Brunewick County
Tax Admimistrator Boyd William
son, there were no new additions 1o
the top 10 hist of county property
owners. The hst s dominated by
corporations and businesses except
for one individual, Ocean Isle Beach
developer Odell Williamson, who
maintained his number six spol on
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Once again, Carolina Power and
Light Co., with its Brunswick nucle
ar plant in Southport, heads the hist
ol txpavers released last week by
the ax oflice.

Al 5634 mallion, CP&L's 199]
valuation increased by about S15
million from s 1990 level. That hy
ure Iell last year, ssnd Williamson,
because of a scheduled adjusunent
tor public utility companies.

The result 18 that CP&L's $4.5
million tax bill is about S110,000
more than last year. The Du Pont
company will pay about S300,(XX)
more than last year.

Making the tp 10 list were:
CP&L: E.I. du Pont de Nemours &
Co., a manufacturer of polyester
fiber in Leland; the N.C. Eastern
Municipal Power Agency, a consor-
tum of mumicipalives which owns
part of the Brunswick Nuclear
Plant’s producton capacity: Archer
Danicls Midland, formerly Pfizer
Inc., a citric acid producer in South-
port; Cogentrix, a cogencration plant
that sells processed steam to Archer
Daniels Midland and uses surplus
steam 10 make electricity for sale 1o
CP&L; Odell Williamson; Federal
Paper Board Co., a timber producer;
Bald Head Island Lid., a Bald Head
Island  development  company;
Brunswick  Electric Membership
Corp.. a local power cooperanive,
and International Paper Co., a tim-
ber producer.

International Paper shpped from
cighth i 1990 10 10th this year.
Bald Head Island Lid. moved up one
position to cighth, and Brunswick
Electric moved from 10th 1o minth
this year.

The top 10 wxpayers account for
§9.26 million in tax payments bascd
on more than $1.29 hillion m prop
criy values, or about a third of the
county’s tax basce.

State Legislature Delays Local Filing Period

BY TERRY POPE
AND DOUG RUTTER

State lawmakers have delayed the
filing period for candidates in the
1992 elections while they work out
bugs in new state House and Senate
and U.S. Congressional districts,

The N.C. General Assembly post-
poned the start of the filing period
from Jan. 6 unul Feb. 10 after re-
porting to Raleigh Monday for a
special session,

State Rep. David Redwine said
the delayed filing period is sched-
uled to end March 2, “assuming ev-
erything goes all nght” with the re-
districting plans,

The U.S. Justice Department’s re-
jection of a state redistricting plan
for congressional and state races has
thrown the 1992 clection process in
turmoil.

Legislalors have convened for a
short session 10 dralt a new plan 1o
suit the Justice Depanment. The fed-
cral agency says districts approved
last summer favor incumbents in of-
fice while “refusing 0 accommo-
date the community”.

Redwine said proposals o redraw
district lines could leave Brunswick
County divided.

“I'm up here now trying o mini-
miz¢ the damage to Brunswick
County,” said Redwine, who is vice
chairman  of the Congressional
Redistnicting Commintee,

The Brunswick County Board of
Elecuions was noufied by letter
Friday o delay filing for local seats
unul further notice.

Locally, filing was 10 have opencd
Monday, Jan. 6, for three seats cach
on the Brunswick County Board of

“I'm up here now trying to minimize the
damage to Brunswick County.”
—State Rep. David Redwine

Commussioners  and  Board  of
Educauon—(Districis 1, 3 and 4), as
wel! as county coroner and register
of deeds.

Incumbents on the board of com-
missioners in Districts 1 and 3,
Kelly Holden and Gene Pinkenon,
have annouiced they will not seek
re-election,

District 4 Commissioner Frankie
Rabon has not announced his plans.
Neither have school board incum-
bents Doug Baxley, Roben Slockett
and Donna Baxter of Districts 1, 3
and 4 respectively; Coroner Greg
White; or Register of Decds Robent
Robinson.

Filing had already been delayed
for state House and Senate scats
pending approval of a redistricting
plan.
“Hopefully, the primary clection
will stll be conducted on the regular
scheduled date,” said Alex K.
Brock, director of the state Board of
Elecuons,

Under that schedule, the primary
clection would be held Tuesday,
May 5. Filing was 1o open Jan. 6 at
noon and close Feb. 3 at noon.

All elections will now depend on
approval of the redistricting plan.
The plan devised by the General
Assembly this summer was rejected
by the Jusuce Depanment in

December, saying new district lines

weaken minority voung swtrength as
protected in the 1965 Voling Rights
Act.

The state revised the 14th House
District,  which  now  includes
Brunswick and Columbus counties
and Cape Fear I and 1l precincets in
New Hanover County, by expanding
Its lermitory and turning it into a two-
member district. Columbus County
is presently represented by Rep. Leo
Mercer and Brunswick County by
Rep. E. David Redwine.,

Locally, the 18th state Senate dis-
trict also was reconfigured, dropping
a portion of Cumberland County and
picking up a portion of New
Hanover County.,

Boundaries of the 7th Congres-
sional District now represented by
Rep. Charlie Rose were modified as
well.

Because of population growth, the
state added a 12th congressional dis-
trict in the Priedmont and a minority
district from Durham to Elzabeth
City.

On Monday, Redwine said there
i1s a possibility that portions of
Brunswick County will be included
in new state and congressional mi-
nority districts.

He said the Navassa, Woodbum
and Hoods Creek communities may
be included in a new state Housce
minority district along with commu-

mues in New Hanover, Columbus
and Pender countics.

The  Justice  Department  also
wants another congressional minori-
ty district in Nonth Carolina.
Redwine said a district running from
Charlotic 0 southeastern North
Carolina is one of the possibilities
being considered.

“Right now nobody knows,” he
said. “We'll probably get a clearer
view next week.”

Redwine said the state legisla-
ture’s two redistricting commitices
will start meeting next Tuesday and
develop plans 10 present o the full
General Assembly when 1t recon-
venes Jan. 13

If lawmakers pass redistricung
plans incorporating Justice
Department recommendations,
Redwine said it should only ke a
few days 1o get federal approval.

“We feel like we can get it all
cleared up and changed by Feb. 10,
Redwine said.

Mew boundaries are drawn every
10 years 1w reflect population
growth based on the U.S. Census.

Brunswick County's local redis-
tricung plan set new boundarices for
the county’s five residenual districts
for school board and county com-
mission and was approved by a ma-
jority of voters in November,

That plan did not displace any in-
cumbent commissioners or school
board members now holding office.

New  district hines, drafied by
Brunswick County Commissioners,
affect residency  requirements  for
candidates only. Voters countywide
nominate and elect candidates from
all districts.
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Feast For The Birds

A hungry seagull snatches bread from the hand of Lisa Reynolds
of Xenia, Ohio, while she and her family enjoy a Christmas after-
noon on Ocean Isle Beach. This is the Reynolds’ last Christmas
Stateside for a while, as Lisa’s husband, Ash, has peen stationed (1
England for four years by the Air Force. They visited j-'mily here
and brought twin daughters Katie and Kristy 1o see the ocean for

the first time.

VA Officials May Help
Pick County’s Officer

Brunswick  County  Manager
David Clegg says he will get help
from the state Velerans Affairs divi-
sion when interviewing candidates
for the county's vacant Veterans
Service position,

Clegg said Friday that he will ask
someone from the state offics 1o as-
sist him once the pool of 207 appli-
canis has been narrowed down for
interviews.  He hasn’t  indicated
when those interviews will be held.

The seat became vacant in Octo-
ber when Jess Parker reiired and
moved o Washington, His longtime
assistant, Julia Hayes, a velerans
service officer, was then named act-
ing director.

Brunswick County veterans orga-
nizations have lobbied Brunswick
County Commissioners, asking that
a  veteran fill the post.
Commussioners  haven’t  discussed
the controversial positon at their
meetings or said when they would
like the matter resolved.

“They haven't indicated it 1o me,”
suid Clegg.

Ms. Hayes, a non-veteran, has ap-
plicd for the county-funded position
and was endorsed by Parker as the
logical candidate 1o fill his shoes.

The candidate chosen will be
“very oniented o Veterans Service
issues,” sad Clegg.

“Those applicants will have 1o be
well-versed in veterans issucs,” he

said. “We will be looking for a
benchmark of competence in deal-
ing with veterans and their fami-
lies.”

According 1o the District 4
Veterans Service office in Wilming-
ton, Brunswick County is home o
an esumated 5,990 veterans.

Steve Guthric, senior veteran ser-
vice officer of District 4, said the
Veterans  Administration  esumated
S4.8 million in benefits would be
distnbuted in Brunswick County in
1991 10 veterans, their dependents
and survivors,

“A lot of industries in Brunswick
County don’t gencrate that kind of
income,” said Guthrie. “It’s like a
lile industry.”

Debate has also focused on
whether 1o shut the Brunswick
County office down and have veter-
ans rely on the Wilmington District
4 office, which also serves New
Hanover, Columbus, Onslow, Pen-
der and Bladen counues,

“It would be a huge mistake,”
said Guthrie.

His office 1s one of 15 district of-
fices statewide. Nincty ot the state's
100 counties also have their own
full-ume local Veterans Service offi-
cer.

County officers are  responsible
for day-to-day interface with clients
while district offices provide techni-

(See VA OFFICIALS, Page 2-A)

Here’'s What South Brunswick Leaders See For '92

BY DORI C. GURGANUS
AND DOUG RUITER

South Brunswick Islands officials have vastly differ-
ent forecasts and predictions for the year ahead.

Some are starting the year with plans 1o complete
big projects, while others are hoping to keep a good
thing going or to simply improve on 1991,

Wastewater management wiii iikely be a key issue in
at least three of the six arca towns, and probably more.

Ocean isle Beach plans 1o expand its sewer plant this
year, and Calabash and Sunset Beach will consider

building systems.

Here's a brief look at what local leaders expect in the

year ahead:

Varnamtown
Mayor Judy Galloway said she knows of no big

GALLOWAY

plans for the upcoming ycar, except
for the paving of the town hall park-
ng lot.

The mayor said she would wait
until the new board, which includes
two newly-clected aldermen, seules
in and sce what they decide 1o tack-

T et
I v

Mayor Gailoway was m offic
when  the  previous  Vamamtown
board purchased the town hall in
1989 and proceeded in 1991 10 fix

up the building and its grounds.
Ocean Isle Beach

Beuy Williamson, who was elected 1o her third full
term as mayor of Ocean Isle Beach in November, said

that 1992 will “continue o be busy” for the community.

She lists several projects that the town plans 1o con-
sider or pursue in the year ahead such as regular recy-
cling service and aking bids to expand the sewer system

to the island's cast end.

The 1own also expects 10 hear whether it is eligible
tor reduced flood insurance rates that the wwn applied

torin 1991,

Mrs. Williamson said the police depantment will

scagabiensan saoatby 28 suern ~ -y
CUNLITUC Will 5 CTINC provenlion pro

sgram this year,
Police officers are currently engraving owner identi-
ficanon on valuable appliances and houschold items and

keeping serial numbers on a computer at the station,

The U.S. Army Corps of Engincers should play an
important role in Ocean Isle’s progress in 1992,

Mayor Williamson said she 1s “very excited” about
the Corps’ dredging project in the Atlantic Intracoastal
Waterway that will place 90,000 cubic yards of sand on

the cast end of the island.

WILLIAMSON

Also, if the Corps determines that the project is lea-
sible, Shallotte Inlet could be dredged for the first ume

in a number of years.

Mrs. Williamson said it would
benefit the hishing industry and s
greatly  needed  tor  navigational
purposes. I the project 1s approved,
that sand could also be used o re-
nourish the beach,

Also 1992, Brunswick
Electric Membership Corp. 18 10
move  ahead with placing  uulity
lines underground. Plans call for
electrical, welephone and cable tele-

vision lines to be relocated underground. _
Once this project 1s fimished, Mrs. Williamson said
the town will be able to build sidewalks along more of

(See (SOUTH BRUNSWICK, Page 2-A)



