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BY THE NEWS STAFF

A Shallotte woman who escaped
from a burming automobile outside
her home Sunday mght was recover
mg Tuesday at the N.C. Javeees
Bum Center ar UNC Hospial n
Chapel Hill trom second- and Lirst
degree bums

Bety Harrelson, of Blufl Drive,
was in senoas condition, sad UNC
H '\:lI[A] Barbari
Proyan. Serous condion means the
patient s acutely all and that vital
sgns may be unstable and not with

spokeswoman

I IOl biiiiis

Mrso Harrelson, o longtime em
plovee of Securnty Savings & Loan
mn Shallone, 1« the wite of Shallotie
Aldenman Wilton Harrelson

I'he burns aren’t quite as exen

©as antcipated.” her son, Lamy
Harrelson, also of Shallotte, sad
Monday morming. “She'’s in pretiy
soixd condmion, considering even
thing, and she's very lucky. She pot
herselt out betore the worst part ol
the hire

Tuesday alternoon, Kt Jackson,
an employee at Harrelson's and fam-
iy Inend, sad Mrs. Harrelson's
condivon  remained  guarded, but
“very encouraging

“She asn’t atking and she is on a
venulator, but she 1s responding 1o
the family through smiles and blink-
g of her eves,” said Mrs. Jackson,
whose hushand Ray was among
Shallotie Volunteer Rescue Squad
members who responded 1o the fire.
Mrs. Harrelson was taken first o
he Brunswick Hospital, then trans-
ferred to the Bum Center.

Tuesday  the  medical  stafl
dropped its estimate of the extent of
bums from 40 percent of her body to
about 21 percent, said Mrs. Jackson.

Mrs. Harrelson sustained first-de-
gree bums—ithe equivalent of a se-
vere sunbum-—on  her  face and
hands, and more serious, second-de-
gree bums on her back.

Nrs. Harreison had leit the house
Sunday night 1o visit a neighbor. She
was apparently backing her Dodge
Dynasty  sedan from  the carport,
tucked into the slope shightly below
and o one side of their home, when
the car rolled backward over an em-
bankment and caught fire.

“She was very lucky 1o get out of
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Remains In Serious Condition
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scaped from her car after it rolled off an em-

bankment and burst into flames. All that remained of the car was a gray metal shell.

the car.” sard Shallowte Police Chiet

Rodney Gause. He sad the wall
bulkheaded with umbers. 18 about
cight teet high

The car landed with the rear

bumper on the ground and the front
wheels resting against the op of the
embankment

“We don’t know what happened.”
said Larry  Harrelson. “For whatever
reason, it seems the car backed ofl
the embankment and the gas tank
ruptured. Nobody knows but her
and she may or may not be able to
recall i

He said Jack Soles. a neighbor
and  an Harrelson's
Farm and Garden Center, was pass
ing the house at around 8:15 p.m
when he saw the Harrelsens” car en
gulted in flames. Soles stopped and
alerted Wilton Harrelson, who was
mnside the house and unaware of the
fire, then went 10 find out if Mrs
Harrelson had gone 10 the neigh-
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bor’s house on 1oon
arrived

Emereency fire and rescue units
were on their wav when Harrelson
tound his Iving in brush ap-
proximately 15 feet from the car,
and in shock

she had never

wile

Gause sad police aren’t sure 1f
SNOW Or 1ce was a contributing fac
tor n the accident. The fire 1s sull
under imvestigation

Along  with rescue  volunteers,
about & dozen firelighters from the
Shallotte and Civictown departments
responded and quickly brought the
fire under conwrol, smd  Shallote

apuain Tony Howett

With underbrush soaked from re

ent ranfall and snow, the hre did
not spread  beyond  the immediate
vicimity of the car

I'he fas tunk wre loose trom the
car as it went over the embankment,
spilling gasohne. Hewett speculated
that wiring from the fuel pump or

Shallotte Balks At Re

BY DOUG RUTTER

The Town of Shallote won't help
pay tor a mecting of the state Board
ol Transportauon planned in Bruns
wick County this spring

f“l:\:kfl‘llkll ‘l'i‘.l: “I#dlllllll'll"l‘_\
Tuesday might against contributing
S750 1o help pay for a meeting of
the state board Apnil 30 and May |
at Sunset Beach.

Shalloue board members Roney
Cheers and David Gause sad the
money wasn'Lincluded in the town's
budget for this fiscal year.

Brunswick County Travel Pack-
age, a group created by the county's
two chambers of commerce to pro-
mote travel and tourism here, has
asked arca wwns o donate S750
\'dk;l.

Mayor Sarah Tripp said she had
mixed feeling about local municipal-
which
S14.800.

“I think it would be an honor 10
have them here,” she said. “Some of
them have probably never been this
tar,

Mayor Tripp said the meetng
would give local leaders a good
chance to show transporiauon offi-
cials the need for overpasses where
U.S. 17 imersects N.C. 130 West in
Shallotte and N.C. 904 at Gns-
setown,

Aldermen Wilton Harrelson and
Morris Hall were absent from the

will  cost an esumated
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wrwn hoard meetinge Tuesday nighs
Mrs. Trapp said they both old her
they were in favor of holding the
meeting in Brunswick County, but
didn’t want wown tunds paving for it
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vacatoning in Donda
this week., and Harrelson was in
Chapel Hill where his wife is being
treated at the bum center at UNC
Hospial.

Also rejected Tuesday might was a
proposal to increase the annual priv-
tlege license fees paid by owners ol
laundries, dry cleaners and  hat
blocking establishments.

The town board was considering
mncreasmg the fees from S25 1o S50
per vear as allowed under a recent
change in stite law.

But aldermien said this week they
didn’t like the idea of “singling out”
ceraun types of businesses for in-
Creases

The town already charges the
maximum fee allowed by state law
tor other types of pnvilege licenses,

Other Business

In other business Tuesday, alder-
men
BApproved a change in the acreage
tee ordinance, as recommended by
the wwn planning board. Added was
a paragraph allowing owners of land
developed for “public recreational
uses” that don’t need water and/or
sewer service 1o pay S20 per acre,
The new provision will apply to land
in town and land outside own that
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tail lights may have touched the
gasoline and started the blaze.

Mrs. Jackson said Mr. Harrelson
15 doing well after the shock of dis-
covering his wile at the fire, with the
Bum Center staff keeping an eve on
his blood pressure.

“As well-loved and well-thought
of as they are in this community,”
said Mrs. Jackson, “there has been a
lot of concem expressed and a lot of
pravers gomg up.”

"We're very thankful...God was
with her, there 1s no doubt in our
minds.” she conunued. “With Jack
Soles going by —Gaod had his hand
mnallof it

"She's going to make it; she's a
survivor.”

Because of the potential for infeg-
ton, cards but no flowers are al
lowed in pauents” rooms at the N.C
Jaycees Burn Center, UNC Hospial,
Manning Dnve, Chapel Hill, NC
27514,

hae hoon cohmittad 10 1tha baaed Gar
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annexanon. The rate varies for other
tvpes of land usage

mVoted o recun Brock, Padeent and
Chandler of Shallotte as auditors tor

towm bar the 1OQ1.07 i il VEar

The cost of the audn will be based
on hourly rates ranging trom S138 10
565 per hour. As part of the agree
ment, the irm will not ruse us rates
tor at least three ViCars.

EApproved three wx releases onal-
ing S136 for propenty that was taxed
but wasn 't located in the town himits.
I'he board abled a reguest from John
Ward to refund S2,110 in 1989 and

DOT Meeting

1900 wives that he claime should non
have been charged under the “farm
use™ exempuon. The county has al
ready granted the exemption.

M ubled adopuon of a mutual aid

o

ct tor the Lire denarmment ol
quesuons about the town's lability
msurince coverage can be answered.
The  contract would  allow  the
Shallotte department 1o assist other
departments and vice-versa. It also
would cnsure that the depanment
would conunue o receive S13,000
annually from the county. The board
plans to hold a special meeting be-
lore the signing deadline of Jan. 30,

Federal Court Indicts High

(Continued From Page 1-A)

legedly recoived ST150 000 Tor the
store, of which S50,000 was given in
cash. It also accuses High of paying
a cash fee to the person who intro-
duced Winters as a potential buyer
and of being told that Winters was
having tax problems.

Alter High received a grand jury
subpoena o testify, he called Win-
ters Ulo concoct a story 1o tell the
Grand Jury,” the indictment stes

According to the IRS affidavit, a
review ol the Winters'  financial
records shows the couple made ex-
penditures ol approximaicly
S300,00 in excess of all reported
legiumate sources ol income  be-
tween January 1987 and December

1989, Investugators say they have
identified in excess oi 30 financial
transactions conducied by the couple
since January 1987 that were made
to avoid filing claims with the IRS.

A second count accuses High ol
submitting a false witness voucher
for his Nov. 26 appearance before
the grand jury in Greenshoro, claim-
ing reimbursermnents for mileage and
expenses of $291.15. The voucher
listed expenses of $39.90 for lodg-
g for one night “whereas in 1tmgth
and in fact as he then well knew, he
did not incur the sand expense for
lodging " the indicument reads,

A coun date has not been set for
High's case, said Jackie Bracey,
public alfairs officer for the IRS dis-
trict oflice in Greensboro,
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New Styles for Infants,
Toddlers, Girls 0-14 « Boys 0-10

Sonrise Square,Shoreline Dr.,
Sunset Beach « 579-9363
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Milder Weather Anticipated

After last week's Arctic blast of snow and below-normal tempera-
tures along the Brunswick County coast, weather conditions .'ihl‘:fld be-
gin a “mcilowig vul patiern,” local metcorologist Jackson Canady said

He said he expects temperatures 1o be in the mid SOs dunng the day
and in the mid 30s at mght, with enly about a half inch of rain predicted

Canady said 1t's not likely more snow should fall, and that iempera
tures should begin a “recuperating” pattern of more seasonal conditions.
“Nothing extremely cold or hot,” he predicted

For the peniod of Jan, 14 through Jan. 20, Canady reported a maxi-
of 68 degrees,
minimum cvening low temperature was 20 degrees, on Jan. 17,

The average dayume high was 51 degrees and the average evemng
low was 32 degrees, for a dauly average temperature of 41 degrees
Canady smd that reading is four degrees below average for this ume of

Canady measured 1.12 inches of hquid precipiation at his Shallotte
Pomnt home. The two inches of snow he recorded was transferred to mea-
sure an extra 20 ol aninch ol ram once it mehed, he sind,

The
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Building Up At Beaches

(Continued From Page 1-A)

Precise counts were nol avail-
able from the Town of Shallotte, but
It 00 saw no let-up in construcuon
during 1991,

“There’s been a lot of building
in Shallotte this year,” smd Albert
Hughes, the wown's building inspoc-
tor. “It’s not been a dry year at all.”

Hughes  said 1991 was an
“above average™ year for both com-
mercial and residential building,

Although exact figures are not
available, Hughes estimated that 25
1o 30 new homes were built in town,
mostly in Brierwood Estates.

Several new businesses also lo-
cated in Shallotte in 1991, including
Brunswick Bowling Center, Ad-
vance Auto Parts and Moviemax.
Constructuon of a new Wal-Mart is
under way at the north end of 1own,

Shallotte  Presbyterian  Church
and the NAPA store both construct-
ed new buildings along U.S. 17,

A Handee Hugo's convenience
store was built at the intersection ol

tha 11 C 17
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West. The state built its new wel-
come center and rest arca on the cast
side of the bypass.

Holden Beach Building Inspect-
or Dwight Carroll sad 1991 was a
typical year for new home construc-
uon there. despite a sagging econo-
my.

Carroll said 59 single-family
homes valued at $4.25 million Were
built on the island last year. “That's

bypass and N.C. 130

about normal, maybe a lde bit
above normal 7 he <ond
Four  duplexes  valued

S28R.552 were constructed  during
the year, and Carroll issued 116 per-

mits for alticranons valued at nearly
STOO,000)

Dunng 1990, Holden Beach s
sued permits for 42 single-tamuly
homes valued at $3.04 milhion.

Six homes and two duplexes on
Holden Beach were relocated or de-
molished last year under the Upton-
Jones provisions of the Nauonal
Flood Insurance Program, Carroll
said.

At Sunset Beach, permits for 76
single-family  homes valued
$5.648,721 were issucd last year, an
increase over 1990, reported Town
Administrator Linda Fluegel
Permits were also issued for one
business valued at $220,000 and five
duplexes worth $566,685, for a total
valuation of $6.4 million in new
construction.

In 1990, the wown issued permits
for 59 single-family homes and nine
permits for 40 mulu-family units.
No dollar amounts were available
for 1990.

At Ocean Isle Beach, new home

cranotee ian
Lurions ubaallc

1991, Building Inspector  Druied
Roberson reported.

The town issued permiuts for 32
single-family  homes worth $4.02
million last year compared to per-
mits for 35 homes for an esumated
S3.6 million in 1990,

Inspectors issued 219 total per-
mits within the town for $5.8 mil-
lion, including permits for three new
businesses.

Within the Ocean lIsie’s new
ETA. permits for seven single-fami-
ly homes worth $428.192 were is-
sued along with one mobile home
permil.

remained  steady  for

Weicome Center Opening Set

(Continued From Page 1-A)
port,” Mrs. Hodges said. “Every-
body’s really excited about it.”

She said some visitors haven't
even waited for the center 0 open to
use it. People have been stopping 1o
ask directions for the last two weeks.

“We'll be busy just dealing with
the public here,” said Mrs. Hodges,
who expects thousands of people a
month 10 come through the center
this summer,

Stafl will try 10 keep track of the
number of visitors by using a guest
register and keeping a brochure in-
ventory. A laser beam at the rest area
exit will count cars.

The N.C. Department  of
Transportation paid for construction
of the center, which will be operated
by Southeastern Welcome Center
Inc., a non-profit organization that is
receiving operating funds presently
from  Brunswick County, the
Wilmington Chamber of Commerce
and the Cape Fear Coast Convention
and Visitors Bureau.

For now, the welcome center will
be open seven days a week from
8:30 am. until 5 pm. The state
DOT-managed restrooms are open
around the clock.

“We might have 1o change accord-
ing o traffic in the summer,” Mrs,
Hodges said of the schedule. “But
right now we're going 0 go with
those hours.”

The center features a spacious lob-
by and recepuon arca, employee re-
stroom, break room and storage
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space on the ground level. Upstairs
offers a conference room and more
slorage space.

Mrs. Hodges said she’s asking the
state 1o build a covered shed outside
the center for vending machines.
Any profits would go to the N.C.
Division of Services for the Blind.

A formal dedication and ribbon-
cutting at the welcome center will be
held Friday, Feb. 14, at 1 p.m.

N.C.  Transportation  Secretary
Tommy Harrelson is among the state
and local officials expected to attend.

The bypass and welcome center
arc part of a four-laning project on
U.S. 17 between Winnabow and the

* South Carolina state line,

With the new facilities open, a
state-operated rest area on U.S. 17
near Rolivia will close in mid-
FFebruary.

PROFESSIONAL INSURANCE
SERVICE

The right experience...
the right plans...
right now!

From designing affordable
plans that are responsive to
your protection needs. . fo
helping you get fast, fair claims
service when you need it, our
Agency has the experience it
takes to provide you with the
professional service you
deserve. Call us taday
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