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Calabash Splits On Proceeding
With Carolina Blythe Purchase

BY ERIC CARLSON

Three Carolina Shores members
of the Calabash wwn board Tuesday
continued cefforts w0 delay a pro-
poscd central sewage system by try-
g unsuccesstully o block the hir-
ing of a consulant 1o negotiate a
purchase price for the Carolina
Blythe sewer system.

As the otherwise routine commis-
sioners meeting drew 1o a close, a
heated  discussion  arose over
whether the town ought 10 pay
Certilied Public Accountant George
Dennis a fee of S1,500 o sce if he
can persuade the Carolina Blythe's
owners 10 reduce their asking price
of 54.5 million.

The purchase of Carolina Blythe,
which currently provides sewer ser-
vice 1o the Carolina Shores section
of Calabash and some other arcas, is
the cornerstone of the first phase in
an ongoing effort 1o build a joint
Calabash/Sunsct Beach sewer sys-
tem.,

Joseph Tombro of Powell Asso-
ciates, consulting engincers  for
Calabash, ld the commissioners
that Dennis is an experienced nego-
tiator in utility company acquisitions
who has worked for the N.C. Public
Uulities Commission,

Dennis has offered 1o negotiate a
reduced price for Carolina Blythe in
exchange for a commission that
would equal 3 percent of the differ-
ence between the current $4.5 mil-
lion offering and the eventoal pur-
chase price.,

Tombro asked the board to hire
Dennis so the engineers can esumale
the rates customers of the new sewer
system would have o pay for ser-
vice. Those hgures cannot be com-
puted unul the cost of purchasing
Cuarolina Blythe has been  deter-
mined, beciuse rates will be set at a
level that will allow the towns 1o
pay back loans for building and op-
crating the system.

Commissioners  George  Ander-
son, Robert Noe and Ray Card, who
have voiced past opposition 1o the
joint sewer system, raised numerous
objections 1o the hiring of Dennis.

Anderson first crincized Tombro
for moving 100 quickly toward ne-
Louaung a purchase of Carolina
Blythe. Next he questioned the 3
percent comnussion rate. Then he
insisted that the hiring be put ofl
“until we get this quote-unquote di-
vorce scetded.”

There is an cffort in Calabash o
sphit the three-year-old town in (wo,
with the largely commercial District
I arca of old Calabash returning 1o
its former boarders while the resi-
denual  retirement  community  of
District 1 would become the town ol
Carolina Shores,

State Senator R.C. Soles has said
he will inroduce legislation o make
the split, but Rep. David Redwine
says he won't support the measure
without convincing support through-
out the two communiues.

Tombro said 1t scems that much
of the suppon for the split in
Carolina  Shores i1s motivated by
fears that the new sewer system
would charge higher rates. He insists
that will not be the case and suggest-
cd that hiring Dennis mught help
defuse the issue.

He urged the board 10 go ahead
with plans for the system because
the downtown area of Calabash will
need central sewage regardless of
how the issue is resolved.

Noe said he doesn't see “why
we're in such a big, fat hurry” 10
proceced with the Carolina Blythe
negotiatons. He suggested the board
should first meet with company
owners on their own. He also -
warned that the board would be
committing themselves 10 a pur-
chase by hiring Dennis 1o negotiate
a price.
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Town Automey Michael Ramos
said the town would be obligated 10
pay Dennis a commission only af it
purchases Carolina Blythe,

“"All you are approving is the
spending of S1,500 1o establish an
asking price and 1o begin negotia-
tons leading 1w a proposed transac-
uon. I you don’t buy i1, you don’t
pay 11,” he said.

Tombro said he feels Dennis has
made the town a very autractive offer
and urged the board 10 accept it.

“It he can save you S1 million,
and from that he makes S30,000,
you've gotten a good deal,” Tombro
said.

Card also recommended that the
town hold up on hiring Dennis be-
cause “there are major issues pend-
ing in this town that need answers.”
He said he had assumed that an ear-
lier rate-base analysis of Carolina
Blythe would have included an esti-
mated purchase price. He said the
town was “jumping from fire to fire”
in spending money on studies.

Tombro said Carolina Blythe's
owners will not provide the internal
financial records needed to establish
an accurate picture of the company’s
worth unul the town makes a good-
faith offer 1o purchase. He said it is
“normal business practice” for a
company not o provide cash-flow
figures and a dewiled profit-and-loss
stalement unul such an offer is
made.

Eventually, Anderson made a mo-
tion to table consideration of the
Dennis offer indefinitely. Noe and
Card voted yes while Carolina
Shores commissioner Jon Sanborn
joined old Calabash members Stuart
Thom and Ed Rice in voting against
it. Mayor Doug Simmons broke the
tie by voting no.

A second vote on a motion 10 hire
Dennis split along the same lines,
with Simmons breaking the tie by
voung yes.
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Okays Contract

For Inlet Dredging To Aid
Beach Renourishment Plan

BY LYNN CARLSON

Ocean Isle Beach officials have
approved a plan o piggyback on the
Army Corps ol Engincers' routine
dredging of the Intracoastal Water-
way 1o excavate the Shallotie Inley
channel and usc the spoil 1o renour-
ish the beach’s badly-eroded cast
end.

“"We'll be renourishing the cast
end and at the same ume helping
boat traffic get in and out,” Mayo
Betty Williamson said Tuesday.

The mayor reported to the town's
voard ol commissioners that  the
contractor’s dredge left Savannah on
Monday and will be at Occan Isle
Beach later this week.,

When the waterway project is
complete, the inlet dredging can be-
gin and is expected 10 continue
through much of February, she
added.

Using a contractor already in the
arca for another project will save
ume the town the considerable cost
of transporting dredging equipment
from another, she said in an inter-
view after Tuesday's monthly board
meeting,

The town has rmised about
590,000 to fund the beach renourish-
ment project, setting aside S80,000
in accommodations tax revenue,
with the balance coming from the
town’s three-cent ad valorem tax in-
crease last year.

The mayor said the inlet dredging
and beach renounshment projects
are the culmination of nearly three
years of effort. The Corps twmed
down the town's original application
as unfeasible; on resubmission, the
plan was approved.

“Hurricanc Hugo increased ero-
sion at the east end,” Williamson
said. “We need all the assistance we
can gel.”

She added that this project is a
short-term fix, but that the own will
be devising a long-term erosion con-
ol plan in hopes of becoming part
of a federal-local partnership pro-
gram in which the federal share is
65 percent of the cost of renourish-
ment efforts,

Other area communities, Caroling
and Wrightsville beaches, are al-
ready on the federal funding list for
renounishment, she sand

Plans are 10 dredee the main
channel of Shalloue Inlet 10 a depth
of eight feet below mean water level
and to place as much spoil as 1s suit-
able on the beachfront beginning at
Asheville Street and continuing west
250 feet past Lumberton Street,

The dredge arca will measure 200
feet wide by 900 feet long and the
spoil area, 40 feet wide by 2,560
feet long.

An esumated 25,000 cubic yards
of material will be excavated at a
cost of S2 per cubic yard w0 the
town. The town bouard approved the
contract pnice alter a  30-minute
closed-session  discussion  of  the
matter,

As much dredge spoil is as “suit-
able"—sand as opposed 10 mud—
will go toward the renourishment
project.

A public beach access in the spoil
area will “remain in place and will
be extended as necessary 1o prevent
damage 10 new growth vegetation as
it occurs,” the town’s Corps applica-
uon stales.

Once the dredging is complete,
sand fence and Amernican beach
grass planungs will be used to keep
the fill matenial in place.

The dredging project is expected
1o be applauded by local boaters,
who have complained that, because
of inadequate maintenance, virtually
no channel exists in Shallotte Inlet at
this point.

Streets Commissioner
Defends Maintenance

The town’s streets commissioner
and original developer Odell Wil-
liamson defended what he called ru-
mors that he used town equipment
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O mannian two umnhabued streets
he owns on the island’s cast end.

“There™s a ramor 've tried 10 de
velop some of my land at taxpayers’
expense,” he told the own board. 1
assure you I haven™.”

Odell Willilamson  said  he  has
mantuncd the streets for 20 years
and plans 10 have them added 1o the
map used for Powell Ball street im-
provement tunds

“They  have water and  sewer
(hnes), and I paid for the taps when
the sewer system went in, 1 gave the
town S170,000 1o let the sewer con-
tract. Some people think that Odell
wants something tor nothing 1o haul
a load of coquina,”™ he sand.

Although he did not name the
streets, they are believed 1o be in the
arca between Lee and Moore streets,
Lots are platecd on both sides of a
canal between Lee and Goldsboro
streets: the property between Golds-
boro and Moore street has never
been subdivided.

“One street goes 10 a dump where
sand and shell are used for mainte-
nance,” he said. “During Hugo, all
the sand and shell for the cast end
came from there.” The other, he
said, 1s frequently used by fisher-
men.

“I've never in my life tried 10 1ake
advantage of a dollar,” he said,
protesting that “somebody's running
around trying o make me look like
a thiet.”

Odell Wilhamson sand “a frac Lon
above  S60X0  remains  in the
town's street maintenance fund and
will be spent this spring “to ke
care ol some headaches™ in sueet
Hooding caused by record rains this
winier.

Mayor Betty Williamson asked
ownspeople  attending  Tuesday's
meetng what arcas they believe de
serve priority for suect maintenaiic e
and was asked 10 consider sl
Plaza, North Duneside Drive, West
Second Street and Driltwood Strect,

Other Business

WThe mayor reported that sewer
system extension work has begun on
the cast end and i the arca where
the new lagoon will be built,

mPolice Chief Curtis Pritchard re-
ported that two men have been w
rested in connection with a west end
burglary that occurred a year and
half ago.

Local police followed leads 1w
Winston-Salem and Concord, where
cooperation with police in those
towns resulted in the two bemg
brought back 10 Brunswick County
o be charged.

BDevelopers of the Ross subxdivi-
sion, which has been before the
town board and planning board fre-
quently in recent months, met with
Town Auorney Elva Jess following
the meeting to discuss “language on
particular items™ involving the sub-
division plan

Ocean City Chevrolet,

Driving For Education

Test drive a car for Bolivia Elementary this week at
Ocean City Chevrolet in Shallotte and help our school
acquire much needed learning tools.

Each test drive between Monday, Feb. 8 and Saturday,
Feb. 13, will take us closer to obtaining our goal.

For more information, please call Aleta Murray, Bolivia
Elementary PTA president, Ruth Gore, PTA treasurer, or
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