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STAFF PHOTO BY ERIC CARLSOMN

Practicing for his first day at school, Bobby Harris, age 4, of Shallotte escorted his sister Aleasha to
her first-grade classroom at Supply Elementary School Wednesday morning.

Stress Crack Delays Reactor Restart

BY SUSAN USHER

Start-up ol the Unit T reactor at Carolina Power &
Light Co.’s Brunswick Nuclear Plant near Southport
will be delaved at least three to four weeks while the
utihity examines a crack in a cylinder inside the reactor
vessel.

CP&L had planned to begin bringing the reactor
back nto service around the end of the month, after
completing service and repairs and refucling.

“Now we've got to inspect and analysis the crack be
tore we can consider reloading fuel. We don’t know how
serious it is,” said CP&L spokesman Mac Harris. “Al the
same time we are looking at the possible requirements
for a fix. what we mav need to do to repair it.”

I'he crack is in the shroud, a stainless steel cylinder
that surrounds the fuel bundled in the core. The two-
inch-thick plate separates the downward flow and up-
ward flow of feedwater that recirculates through the ves-
sel when the unit is in operation. Water comes into the
vessel, flows downward, then is forced upward through
the fuel bundles and converted to steam. Energy is used
from the steam, which is then condensed into water and
recirculated through the vessel

I'he crack 1s on the inside of the shroud at the weld
line where it is secured to a top plate, Harris said. “It
looks like it goes all the way around the circumference.”

CP&L began checking for a possible crack in the 14
foot diameter shroud after workers at a General Electric
(GE) nuclear plant in Switzerland found a crack in a
shroud. GE asked that other plants using the same tvpe
of boiling water reactor check their equipment for signs
of similar cracking as a result of intergranular stress cor-
rosion.

T'his type of stress can occur in stainless steel ex-
posed to a high-temperature, high-moisture environment
with free oxygen, the setting found in a reactor vessel
The shroud isn’t the first picce of equipment in the unit
to experience this type of corrosion, said Harris.

Through ultrasonic testing, CP&L is satisfied that
the crack exists, but further tests are required to deter-
mine how it might affect the structural integrity of the
shroud. The shroud is designed to be solid, fixed in
place. Depending on the nature of the crack, repairs may
be needed to assure its structural integrity.

“We don’t want to have anything moving that
shouldn’t be moving,” said Harris. “It could cause dam-
age to the fuel.”

Both units of the Brunswick plant were shut down in
Apnl 1992, Unit 2 was restarted without incident this
spring after numerous repairs were made. After repairs
and refueling, Unit | was scheduled to be returned to
service this month,
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brands to be sold at
tremendous savings.
Buy now!

BED LAND® WAREHOUSE
CLEARANCE

Largest Selection, Lowest
| Prices on Name Brandes.

PRICED

2% TO SELL AS
2 O o " F39.95

INDIVIDUAL
PIECES AT
INCREASE

Stacks & stacks of name

18 DIFFERENT MODELS T0 CHOOSE FROM
BUDGET FIRM | | MEDIUM FIRM

S

49.95
559....FULL, ea. pc.| [569....FULL, ea. pc.
5169 ....QUEEN, set| [$189....QUEEN, set

5249 ........ KING, set| [5289........ KING, set

FIRM-312 COIL | [SEALY QUILTED
10 YEAR FIRM
#1 NAME IN BEDDING

°59.955": | $69.95 &%

€a. pc.

$79....FULL, ea. pc| 1$89....FULL, ea. pc.
229....QUEEN, set] 1$259....QUEEN, set]
339.......KING, set] $359_....... KING, seti

DAYBEDS

STARTING AS LOW

59.05

FRAME ONLY

SEALY PLUSH
OR FIRM

*119.95 5"

EXTRA FIRM
15 YEAR WARRANTY

"89.95 %

e & —INWOOD, WROUGHT

5269 ....QUEEN, set

| || IRON, WICKER OR METAL

599....FULL, ea. pc| 5179..FULL, ea. pc.|

5369........KING, set

9 ....QUEEN, sef]

619........KING, set]

AVAILABLE IN
WOOD OR
METAL
*VISA/MASTERCARD
*FINANCING AVAILABLE STARTING AT

*LAYAWAYS TOO
*DELIVERY ARRANGED

$99.95

BUNK BEDS

HEADBOARDS

— IN WOOD, WROUCHT IRON, BRASS OR METAL

AS LOW AS

$29.95

BED LAND?.

MATTRESS
ISCOUNTERS

MAIN STREET, SHALLOTTE (ACROSS FROM HARDEES) 754-2370
OPEN MONDAY-SATURDAY 9-5
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Price Leaves Public Housing
Directorship After 12 Years

BY SUSAN USHER

Friday, Sept. 3, was the last dav
on the job here for Perita B. Price.
Brunswick County's public housing
director since 1981.

Price is moving to Durham to join
her husband, Anthony, who 1s teach-
ing and coaching football at Durham
High School for the third year this
fall. She has accepted a middle-man-
agement position with the City of
Raleigh Housing Authority starting
Sept. 13.

“Basically I'm going to be doing
what [ do now. only more of it,” she
said Friday.

As director of leased housing, she
will supervise a staff of 24 people.
Her  responsibilities  will  include
handling 1,500 leased units plus
managing 300 privately-owned
umits, and supervising applications
for all types of public housing.

“It’s going to be a challenge,™ she
said of the mid-career change. “I'm
Kind of ready for i.”

When the Supply native began
work as director of  Brunswick
County Public Housing in  July
1981, there were 180 units leased,
onc other full-time employee. Von
nie Fulwood, now Scction 8 coordi-
nator, and a part-time temporary ¢m-
ployee.

Today the department handles
487 Section 8 housing units for low-
income, disabled or elderly resi-
dents, has six full-time employees
and a budget of $1.7 million. 1t has
added the HOME program. a Hous-
g and Urban Development project
which provides assisted housing for
30 local units, and a weatherization
program that allows minor repairs to
be made to homes to make them
MOTe ENErgy-conserving.

The department also worked with
the Town of Navassa on a recent
Community Block Grant that al
lowed energy rehabilitation of five
homes that should make them “good
for another 30 years™

Thurman Everett, weatherization
coordinator and inspector, will serve
as acting director of the department
until a new admimistrator s hired.

“As 1 toid Mr Yelion (Brunswick
County Manager Wyman Yelton), he
won’t have to worry about this de-
partment.” said Price. “Everybody is
loyal and dedicated. They're a won-
derful group of people.™

A 1972 graduate of  Shallote
High School, Price graduated from
the University of North Carolina at
Greensboro in 1976 with a bachelor
of arts degree in political science
and social studies, with teaching cer-
tification

She taught in the Extended Day
program at West Brunswick High

School for one year, then was an in-
terim social studies and English
teacher for one semester before en-
rolling at UNC Wilmington to take
courses in accounting, real estate
and business. Price worked for three
years as a cost analyst with Edward
Weck & Co. of Research Triangle
Park before taking the local public
housing post.

She is taking this week oft before
starting her new job in order to pack,
spend some time with their two chil-
dren and get settled in a new location

“The children are excited and I'm
excited about the opportunitics,”™ she
said. “You have to go out and take
advantage of what's available 1o
you."”

If anyone has the need,
we have the time
to teach you to read.

754-READ

Wilmington's Oldest & Largest

Discount Office Furniture Store
New * Used * Factory Seconds * Rentals - ] | .
2 floors crammed-packed full .

at lowest prices.

We lease office furniture,

too!

Truckload Just Arrived
chairs as low as ~_yw

2705 Market Street « Wilmington _ —
Across from YMCA + Mon-Fri 9-5:30 S

(919) 763-1515

$29.95 Fei

Guaranteed To
Stay Beautiful Into
The Next Century.

Cabot® O.V.T.° Solid Color

Acrylic Stains—Preserving The
Wonder Of Nature Longer.

Comes with a 12-
year guarantee
not to crack,
blister or peel on
new wood.
Water-repellent,
mildew-resistant
and cleans up
with water.
Provides a
beautiful,
durable, fade-
resistant finish
guaranteed to
stay that way
until the year
2005 A.D.

Regular Price
81 795

Now Only 16

12 Great Ready-To-Use

Colors To Choose From!
Or Try Cabot® Solid Oil Stain and P.T.W. Porch & Deck Stain.
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J.M. Parker & Sons, Inc.

Jct. Hwys. 211 & 17, Supply * 754-4331




