
ENFORCEMENT RFC,INS OCT 1

Troopers Expect More Arrests, Convictions From Stiffer LawBY ERIC CARLSON
Remember Otis Campbell of

Mayberry, the lovable town drunk
and habitual tenant of Sheriff AndyTaylor's jail?

Unfortunately, a lot of people still
cling to the image of the stumbling,
slurring Otis when they think of what
used to be known as "drunk driving."Nowadays it's called "drivingwhile impaired." And beginning at
one minute after midnight Friday
morning, anyone who doesn't know
the difference is likely to learn a
very hard lesson.
"You don't have to be like Otis to

have your driving impaired by alco¬
hol. People need to get that idea out
of their heads," said Sgt. AnthonyMidgett, the N.C. Highway Patrol
supervisor for Brunswick County. "

Nobody is saying you have to be
drunk. You start losing a lot of judg¬
ment and motor skills long before
you get to that point."

Under a new state law that be¬
comes effective Oct. 1, the threshold
at which a driver is considered ille-

gaily impaired by alcohol will he
lowered from a blood alcohol con¬
tent of .10 to a level of .08. The
change is expected to result in a
marked increase in the number of
convictions for driving while im¬
paired.

It's a change being applauded bylaw enforcement agencies through¬
out the state who say it has been dif¬
ficult to get convictions for DWI
charges when offenders registerblood alcohol levels on or near the
legal threshold, despite mountingevidence that a driver with a BAC of
.10 is incapable of operating a vehi¬
cle safely.
The new law means that if a dri¬

ver registers a blood alcohol level of
.08. that evidence alone will be suf¬
ficient for a conviction. The changeis expected to result in more arrests
and more convictions because, un¬
der the old law, drivers who blew a
.09 or .08 were often released with a
warning.
"We welcome the change." said

Midgett. "We believe that alcohol

"This .08 BAC law will have a

positive impact on our efforts
to reduce drunk driving. "

. R.A. Barefoot, N.C. Highway Patrol Commander

consumption at any level has no
place in the operation of a motor ve¬
hicle. There are studies that indicate
that impairment actually starts at a
level of .03."

Midgett said there will he no

"grace period" before the new level
is enforced. No warnings will be is¬
sued to drivers whose BAC falls be¬
tween the old and new levels.

"If I stop you at one minute after
midnight, you will be charged under
the new law," Midgett said.

Troopers across the state plan to
step up their efforts to catch im¬
paired drivers as soon as the new
law takes effect, according to N.C.

Highway Patrol Commander Col.
R.A. Barefoot. Beginning Oct. 1. the
highway patrol will increase the
number of checkpoints where dri¬
vers are routinely snipped and
screened for impairment.

"This .08 BAC law will have a

positive impact on our efforts to re¬
duce drunk driving," Barefoot said.
"Initially, the new law will probably
result in more arrests because some
borderline offenders have gotten off
in the past. In the future, we hope
the new law will reduce the number
of offenses and result in safer high¬
ways."

North Carolina is the 10th state to
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ca/ and even ferret owners queue up Saturday to have their pets vaccinated against rabies at Brunswick Animal Hospital in Supply.More than 1,000 animals were protected against the disease at four rabies clinics throughout Brunswick County. Authorities said publicawareness was heightened by the news last week that two raccoons in the Ash area tested positive for the disease. The story is onPage l-A.

SAVE BIG ON
PROGRAM DEALS
'93 Tempo GL
Stk # P042, Auto,
A/C, PW, PL,
cruise, tilt,
cassette
14,000 miles

$8,993
Stk # P038A,
3.8 liter V-6
Blue, LOADED.
Only 14,000 miles

'92 Taurus GL

$12,492
'93 Thunderbird

$12,

Stk # P048,
A/C, auto,
v-6, cruise

tilt, cassette,
13,700 mi.
LOADED

Halt-way between Wilmington and Myrtle Beach where you re ALL THE WAY to a better deal

JONES FORD
1 -800-832-5328 754-4341

Hwy. 17 N.f Shallotte . M-F 8:30-7:30, Sat. 9.4

'93 Aerostar XL
Stk # P049,
7-passenger,
Hi-Cap air, auto,
O/D, cassette.
LOADED

$17,193
Due to the huge success of our sale
last week, some good clean used
vehicles are looking for a home!
'92 Chevy Lumina i QQOStk #U039, V-6, loaded I I
'93 Ranger XLT

Stk #U043, V-6, A/C,
5,000 miles, loaded

$1 0,793

'93 Nissan
Sentra XE Stk #5458B,
A/C, cruise, tilt, 9,000 miles

$9,993
8

6 'Plus tax & tags to qualified buyers. All trade-ins accepted at actual cash value

enact the lower .08 Mood alcohol
limit. California experienced a 12-
percent decline in highway fatalities
in 1990 following enactment of the
lower threshold.

Joe Parker, director of the gover¬
nor's highway safety programs esti¬
mates that if the new law reduces
North Carolinas alcohol-related fa¬
talities by 10 percetn, it would save
54 lives and result in some 1.3(H)
fewer traffic accidents. Last year

534 people were killed in North
Carolina in crashes involving drivers
impaired by alcohol.

Parker refuses to call alcohol-re¬
lated crashes "accidents."
"Driving while impaired is a

criminal act." Parker said. "It is an
act of great social irresponsibility.
Such an act may be called many
things. It is unwise. It is a willful act
of harmful conduct. But it is certain¬
ly not an accident."

Whiteville Woman Charged With
Possessing Stolen Sample DrugsA routine drunken driving stop by
a Sunset Beach police officer Sun¬
day night resulted in the arrest of a
Whiteville woman on charges of
possessing stolen prescription drug
samples.

Senior Patrol Officer Anna Dosio
charged 36-year-old Sue Ellen
Chandler of Whiteville with driving
while impaired, possessing stolen
goods and possessing prescription
medications without a valid pre¬
scription. Police Chief J.B. Buell
said Monday.

"The suspect threw a beer can out
the window right in front of Officer
Dosio," Buell said. "She was pulled
over just past the Food Lion on N.C.
904 and given a roadside sobriety

test, then was taken to the jail in
Bolivia for a breathalyzer test."

In the process of checking the car
before it was towed, Dosio found a
trash bag under the seat containing
38 sample bottles of Naprosen and
Anaprox, non-narcotic anti-inflam¬
matory drugs used to treat such ail¬
ments as back aches and arthritis,
Buell said.
"The suspect said they had been

given to her by doctors she worked
for, but when the doctors were con¬
tacted, they said no." Buell said a

spokesman for the Wilmington
Orthopedic Group, where Chandler
had once worked, estimated the val¬
ue of the medicines at $700.

Buell said Chandler was free
Sunday after making bond of $500.

Enjoy the bountiful selection of new double and singlewide
homes, all tastefully decorated with luxurious features
you'll fall in love with and prices you won't believe!

Ann Brown, RHS HOMES BY ANN
Hwy. 17 N., Shallotte, 754-5147

Radio/hack

FALL VALUES SALE!
SAVE S20 FULL-POWER
HANDKLD CB IS READY

TO USE ON ALL 40 CHANNELS
Perfect for camping, hiking, travel, work

and fun! Rugged TRC-207 has
pushbutton channel selection and

battery-saving features. The display
dims automatically after

showing the channel.
Low-power mode conserves
batteries when you talk with

someone nearby.
Squelch control hushes

"hiss" between calls.
Reg. 99.99
#21-1645

I :

SAVE S3Q
Upright cordless with
compander circuit for
super-clear sound
Reg. 99.99 »43-573

VMS VCR with center loading and auto trackingtor steady picture plus quick timer recordingn. «« -*« - .Reg. 219.99 #16 534

120-watt
capacity
per pair!

CUT 38%
Flush-mount 6 x 9"
3-way car speakers
Reg. 79.99 ° 12 1720

We're BIG on
Service!

And best ot all . . .

We're right in your
neighborhood!

CUT 37%
See-through Clear-Fone
lights up when it rings
Reg. 39.95 #43-371

CUT 54%
5-pack of digital-ready
90-min. audio cassettes
Reg. 12.99 #44-997

CUT 25%
Pocket AM/FM radio
with built-in speaker
Reg 19.99 #12-102

BOB'S ELECTRONICS
A Radio Shack Dealer

129 Holden Beach Rd., Shallotte, 754-4647

Most Major
Credit Cards
Welcome

Sale prices end 10/31/93


