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SINCE EARLY 1992 A.W. Clemmons has been a contract grower for a major pork producer, feeding
nearly 2,450 hogs a day on a four-generation family farm at Bolivia. The waste treatment lagoon is to
Clemmons' right and the two hog parlors to his left.

ON-FARM RECYCLING: Waste pumped automatically from the hog parlors decomposes by anaero¬

bic bacterial action in this lagoon. With the effluent, Clemmons spray irrigates and fertilizes a field of
coastal bermuda hay, which is grazed by a small herd ofbeef cattle.

ALL ANIMAL WASTES RECYCLED ON THE FARM

A.W Clemmons Built Swine Facility 'Right To Start With'
BY SUSAN USHER

Fat sows and an ornery boar, root¬
ing around in a puddle of oozing
black mud under a stand of trees
down by the creek, reeking of ma¬
nure.

It that's your idea of a hog farm,
think again.

That traditional hog pen is fast
disappearing, in part because raising
swine is now big business, and in
part because of changing regulations
that reflect an increased concern for
the environment.

AAV. Clemmons of Bolivia runs
what could be considered a state-of-
the-art mid-si/ed hoj operation.
Since IW2 the Clemmons family
has run a grow-out operation under
contract with a major pork producer.

His operation, like most of those
built within the past two years, is ex¬
pected to meet or exceed new regu¬
latory standards, said Mamie Wil¬
son. administrative conservationist
with the local U.S. Soil Con¬
servation Service office.

*'l done it right to start with,"
Clemmons said. "We pump at the
right rate so there's no run-off."

Though Clemmons already
owned the land, his hog operation
was still a major investment. He
spent $180,000 building what is
considered a moderate-sized swine
operation. That covers the S22,(MK)
pump irrigation system, the l.S-acre
lagoon with berm. and two hog par¬
lors with galvanized steel sides, con¬
crete feeding floors with mesh
screen windows, automatic waste
flushing and temperature-triggered
drip-cooling.
"You can figure $200,000, count¬

ing seeding, to do it like it's got to
be done." said Clemmons.
The operation appears to be a

model of efficiency as well as good
land stewardship.

Roughly three times a year, nearly
2,500 young pigs arrive by truck,
weighing 38 pounds each on aver¬

age. When they ship out 120 days
later, they weigh between 240 and

250 pounds and will be eating a

combined 90,000 pounds of feed a

week.
"These are hybrids that don't

yield much fatback," said Clem-
mons. "With the fat from the whole
lot you probably couldn't fill a lard
can."

Their compact bodies are not only
lean, hut generally odor free and
clean.

Animal waste run-off isn't a prob¬
lem. The operation is located a good
distance away from water sources
that could be accidentally polluted
and all waste is collected, treated

THESE HYBRIDS are bred and fed to produce lean pork, part of
North Carolina's $900 million and growing pork production indus¬
try-

and recycled on site.
With cleanliness a high priority

both i.t aesthetic and sanitary rea¬

sons, odor is not a problem.not
around the operation itself or down¬
wind for nearby residents, including
a renter in a mobile home near the
farm and fusully nicmbcrs.
"When you have an operation run

like it's supposed to be. you won't
have that," said Clemmons. "I didn't
come here to do this and aggravate
my neighbors. I live here and my
children live nearby."

Walking through one of the hog
parlors, Clemmons says, "They say
having hogs causes flies, but they
would have to prove it to me."

Gesturing about the building, he
continues, "See. there are no (lies
here."

Each building holds 40 pens, 27
feet by 12 feet, with approximately
33 hogs to a pen. A center walkway
runs between between the iwo long
rows of nens.
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As Clemmons reaches over to
scratch an inquisitive pig on the
snoni an automatic overhead sprin¬
kler begins spraying a fine mist onto
the hacks of the pigs. Anytime the
inside temperature reaches SO de¬
grees. the sprinklers come on three
minutes out of every 10 minutes. If
the heat gets excessive a second set
of sprinklers comes into play.
Recently installed equipment also
monitors relative humidity.

The pigs require some training
when they first arrive. Clemmons
points to the layout of the pens, each
with a solid pad toward the inside
and a slatted, wet area on the outer
side nearest the screened windows.
"We put their lood high on the in¬
side and activate the sprinklers at the
waste area. The pigs like to elimi¬
nate where it's wet."

Their training works, resulting in
pens that stay unusually clean and
waste free.

Waste falls through the slats to a

sluice below. The area is flushed au-

tomatically every two hours with
450 gallons of water. Wastewater
flows through piping into a 10-feet
deep, l.K-acre lagoon, where anaer¬

obic bacterial action helps break
down the waste and solids settle.
Clemmons periodically sprays the

resulting nutricnt-ricn cffiU'-ni as

fertilizer onto 52 acres of pasture
more than twice what he is required
to have.in a deliberate effort to
contain all waste on-site through re¬

cycling.
A small herd of cattle.32 head

.grazes the coastal hermuda hay. "I
don't want to overgraze,"' says

Clemmons.
The hogs and cattle both provide

ways to diversify income from the
land first farmed hv his grandfather,
the late Alfred Wright Clemmons.
and now farmed by Clemmons and
two of his four sons. Alan Dale and
Ricky. 11iin ycui they also put 155)
acres in corn. 600 acres in soybeans.
85 acres in tobacco and l.()00 acres
in wheat.
Clemmons, 60. has farmed most

of his life, and enjoys what he does
now "the best of everything I've
done." he says. "I spend a lot of time
in here."

LUNCH BUFFET
MONDAY-FRIDAY 11-2:30

Jllwik Sxiundm ,
Family Optometry

.Comprehensive Eye Examinations

.Ocular Emergencies

.Contact Lenses and Glasses Prescribed

.Diagnosis and Treatment of Disease? of
the Eye

.Full Selection of Eyeglass Frames

Suite 3, Promenade Office Park
143 Holden Beach Road, Shallotte

Office hours by appointment.
Evening appointments available.

Phone 754-9687
Member American Optometric Association
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DlflNfl'S INCOME TAX SERVICE
Staff of Well-Quaiified Tax Preparers ..

Open All Year . Starling Rate $20
Electronic Filing . Super Fast Refunds
All State Returns . Computerized Payroll Services

2 LOCATIONS
280 Holden Beach Rd. 9905 Beach Dr.
('A mile from Wal-Mart) (500 ft east of stoplight)

PO Box 384 P.O. Box 44023
Shallotte, NC 28459 Calabash, NC 28467
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WELCOME TO THE WONDERFUL WORLD OF "DAIRY QUEEN*"
SPECIAL

Banana Splits
$2.39
(Expires January 12)

Serving real ice cream and fresh fruit topping since 1950.
Shallotte Plaza . Main St. . Shallotte . 754-2545

TOUCHDOWN OF

To build a solid team, you
need dedicated players,
dependable service &
?v quality built homfis.

That's exactly what
you'll always find at...

CHOICENTER
HOMES BY ANN

Bus. Hwy. 17, Shallotte, 754-5147

DR. EDWARD F. ECKERT, JR.
J
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DR. BRIAN C. HARSHA
of

Coastal Carolina Oral
and Maxillofacial Surgery

Associates, P.A.
Our Little River office Is located at

303 Highway 90, Nixon's Crossroads
Little River, SC 29566, 803-249-7810

Wednesday, 9 AM-12:30 PM
Thursday. 1-30 PM-4:30 PM

*

For an appointment, |
call our Myrtle Beach ojflce

803-448-1621 ?
fx

We specialize In wisdom teeth removal. Implants, T.M.J. *

Surgery, Orthognathic Surgery and Cosmetic Facial Surgery.

@ 1 k Jkuxl Anxrica 1 .ino

^pecrm<
NOORDAM ~r >803*

Per Person

WESTERDAMS. 4o8*
Per Person

NiEUW FROM
s850*AMSTERDAM From Tampa pef person

7-Day Western
Caribbean Cruise

*Cruise only-Port taxes extra

BRUNSWICK
TRAVEL INC.
CRUISE HEADQUARTERS
1-800-852-2736

754 7484 . 150 Holden Beach Rd Shallotte, NC 28459


