
N.C. Coastal Resources Commission To Study
Environmental Protection Of Proposed Mine Site

BY ERIC CARLSON
The N.C. Coastal Resources

Commission agreed Friday to pro¬
ceed with preliminary studies that
could put strict environmental con¬
trols on 5,000 acres of land near

Southport, including the proposed
Martin Marietta limestone quarry
site.

Applicants say the property
should be designated an Area of
Environmental Concern (AEC) to
protect several rare plant habitats
and the fragile Walden Creek
Estuary, one of the state's primary
fin fish nurseries.

Opponents, including Martin
Marietta and the neighboring Mili¬
tary Ocean Terminal at Sunny Point
(MOTSU), say the area is adequate¬
ly protected by existing regulations.
The area proposed for special pro¬

tection lies between N.C. 87/133
and the Cape Fear River and in¬
cludes 631 acres of Martin Mar¬
ietta's property and more than 1,500
acres of MOTSU land.

On the second day of a three-day
meeting at Sea Trail Plantation in
Sunset Beach, the CRC's Planning
and Special Issues Committee heard
comments on both sides of the issue.

Rosetta Short of Long Beach, the
CRC Advisory Council member
who filed the application, told the
group to "please forget the mining
permit" currently being sought by
Martin Marietta. She insisted that
estuary and the Castle Havne
Aquifer beneath it are "fragile re¬

sources" that deserve AEC protec¬
tion.

"I'm not here to address any per¬
mits. That will take care of itself,
since it appears that it will be de-
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MARTIN MARIETTA Aggregates Environmental Affairs Director John Long tells members of the
Coastal Resources Commission that the land surrounding XValden Creek Estuary should not he de¬
clared an Area of Environmental Concern. The area proposed for protection includes portions of the
company 's proposed limestone mine site.
nicd," Short said. "I have submitted
this application as a concerned citi¬
zen who has lived here for 18 years
and seen our water resources dimin¬
ished.

"This area contains eight rare

plant species, three rare animal
species, two rare natural communi¬
ties and one significant natural
area," Short said. "That aquifer con¬
trols the ecological balance of the
entire area. It needs an AEC desig¬
nation."

Also speaking in support of the
application was Robert Quinn of the
Brunswick Mining Awareness
Committee, a citizens group seeking
to keep Martin Marietta from open¬
ing its quarry.

Ouinn outlined the threat he feels
mining would have on the Walden

Creek Estuary, a group of five tidal
streams and marshes that has been
designated a "primary nursery" by
the N.C. Division of Marine
Fisheries. He said limestone dust
from the proposed mine will alter
the natural acidity of the water, mak¬
ing it unsuitable for the growth of
young fish.

"Large quantities of the fin fish
that support our commercial fisher¬
men for hundreds of miles are the
harvest of the fish that develop in
the upper reaches of Walden Creek
Estuary," Quinn said. "Our sport
fishing and tourist industry thrive
due to the combination of natural
beauty, history and replenishment of
marine life that this estuarine system
provides for us."

John Long. Martin Marietta's di¬
rector of environmental affairs, told
the CRC that the lands proposed for
AEC protection "are not a unique,
complex natural area" and insisted
that the process of coastal manage¬
ment was being "co-opted" by peo¬
ple whose sole mission is to stop his
company from mining there
He noted that the proposed AEC

is "zoned as .1 heavy industrial corri¬
dor and is in fact heavily industrial¬
ized," including 40 percent of MOT-
SU's property. The area "hardly
meets the criteria of an area that has
remained unchanged by human ac¬

tivity," nor does it seem to qualify as

a fragile natural and cultural re¬
source area. Long said.

"If this area needed environmen¬
tal protection, it should have been
sought before Sunny Point, before
Pfizer and Archer Daniels Midland,
before CP&L's nuclear plant, before
development and before our applica¬
tion for a mining permit," he said.

Long listed the permits that
Martin Marietta will have to obtain
before it can open its quarry and
noted that 11 state regulatory offices
are studying the company's mining
proposal. Several of those agencies
have recommended denial of the
company's application for a mining
permit.

Martin Marietta is studying ways
of extracting limestone by drilling
and blasting under water, which
Long said would solve most of the
problems associated the company's
current plan to pump 10 million gal¬
lons of water a day out of the quarry
pit as it flows in from the Castle
Hayne Aquifer.

"It may not work," Long said. "If
it doesn't work, we'll go away."
As a result of the CRC's decision

Friday, the Division of Coastal
Management will prepare a prelimi¬
nary study of the AEC proposal for
consideration at the commission's
next meeting May 26-27, when the
CRC will decide whether a formal
studv should be undertaken.
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C'RC STAFF member Rich Shaw and Rosetta Short of Long
Beach explain to the Coastal Resources Commission her applica¬
tion to declare the Walden Creek Estuary an Area of Environ¬
mental Concern.

Egg-ceptional Savings!
- LADIES' -

Vests & Skirts (separates or sets)
Blazers * Short Sets s Rompers
Shorts . Slacks . Knit Shirts
~ CHILDREN'S ~

Short Sets . Rib Knit Tops
Fish-net Tops . Shorts
Skirt Sets (Toddler's)

K&D MFG. coutEe£g
Quality Clothing at Outlet Prices
TodilU'r-16 . Adults Small-32W . Monday-Saturday 10-5
Muttxnv St.. Shallotte. 754-2260 . (Across from Dept. of Transportation)

Mulberry St.-Located between Coastal Drugs & Kirby's

r

CAROLINA EYE
ASSOCIATES, P.A.

Medical & Surgical Treatment of Eye Diseases
Board Certified Physicians . Medicare Assignment . Champus . Medicaid

Alan Brown, MD . Shawn Riley MD . Igor Westra MD
No-Stitch Cataract Surgery
RK & ALK for Low to High
Amounts of Near/Farsightedness
Diabetic Eye Diseases
Macular Degeneration
Glaucoma Surgery

Carolina I . Laser Surgery of the EyeEy«| . Retina & Vitreous Surgery

754-5434
Local Brunswick County Center

Brunswick Hospital . Supply (800) 422-1564
Myrtle Beach Center (BOO) 758-6478 . Wilmington Center (800) 995 4440

The Eye Surgery Specialists
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FURNITURE
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Check Out Our Everyday Low Prices!

"THREE GENERATIONS OF FURNITURE EXPERIENCE"

Billy Gerry
NOW IN STOCK

"TJvefMOPCi.oTBwIfOOmFum: _

.Over 200 Pes. of Living Room Fum. I OAO/ TA COO/ HCC

.Ovef 450 Pes. oi Dining Room Fum. ¦ /O I U DII /O UrT
*Ov« 200 Pes. of Wickef and Rattan I ¦ ICTCWCDVHAV
Specially Priced and Ready for Delivery I Lid I L V Cli T Urt T
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yWareFur
Distr

Warehouse
Furniture

Distributors
InwCoMttl Wiitnwiy

Warehouse Furniture IN-STORE FINANCING
try,., ./> , . SPECIAL ORDERSZJoltlMutaK INSTANT CREDIT

Hwy. 90 Nixon's Crossroads Mon-sat 8 30-5 oo
90 DAIS

SAME AS CASH(803)249-8874 MD/,rs

3AVS13AVS $ 3AVS13AVS13AVS $ 3AVS f 3AVS13AVS t 3AVS $ 3AVS t 3AVS13AVS13AVS13AVS t 3AVS

#8 EAST SECOND ST., OCEAN ISLE BEACH O
579-0535 . Full ABC Permits

OPEN DAILY 6 AM UNTIL
Serving Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS
D.J., Shag Lessons
99c Spaghetti Dinner

THURSDAY NIGHTS
Live Entertainment

FRIDAY & SATURDAY, April 1 & 2
Live On Stage

CARTUNES
Playing Beach . Top 40 . Oldies And More!

SUNDAY NIGHTS
D.J. playing all your favorites!

3Liwe a tafe <£ Cattvi!

COASTAL
PEDIATRICS
James v. Mulholland M.D. <<

.Fellow of American Academy of Pediatrics

.The Only Board Certified Pediatrician
in Brunswick County

Shallotte Professional Plaza
4428 Main street . Shallotte

754-KIDS(5437)
C1993 THE BRUNSWICK BfACON

CUMMINS . CAT . DETROIT . IHC . FORD . GMC . JOHN
Ol

COASTAL AUTO DIESEL
.We unlock doors

.10% discount on all labor to senior citizens

FREE TOWING
within 15 mile radius

if we do repair work
.Major and Minor Repairs . Tires . NC State Inspections

At Intersection of Hwys. 17 & 904 . Grissettown

C910)579-0889
o
X'

24-Hour Wrecker Service

CUMMINS . CAT . DETROIT . IHC . FORD . GMC . JOHN

Back By Popular Demand...

Roy's Nursery
Has Re-Opened
Ready for spring planting.

Tomato & Pepper Plants
Lettuce*Bedding Plants

Some Shrubbery
Open Mon.-Sat. 9-5
Hwy. 179 at entrance to BentTree

Plantation-One mile east of
Ocean Isle Beach*754-2933

JONES FORD

Specials
Balance Wheels, Rotate Tires & Inspect Brakes
Includes: computer balance 4 wheels
inspect front pads and rotors
inspect rear linings and drums
rotate tires

Cooling System Service
Includes: flush cooling system
check all belts, hoses,
clamps and belts

Fuel Injection Special
Save hundreds of dollars in parts
replacement . Improves high speed
performance . Improves gas mileage
Reduces exhaust emissions
Improves starting . Smooths idle

Air Conditioning Service
Includes: inspect system
for proper cooling
check for leaks
clean evaporator drain
***FREON EXTRA***

5% SENIOR DISCOUNTS

£ue*yone at Jcneó Stance
fZ)&pxvttment tuióheó you a

wuf tafe and floppy £aóte*...
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Left to Right: Brady Little; Roger Gore; Randy Watts;
Joyce Stanley, Service Manager; Jess Jadwin, Jason
Marshburn, Service Advisor.

Coming In April
Car Care Clinic

For Men & Women

JONES FORD
SERVICE DEPARTMENT

Hwy. 17 N., Shallotte . 1-800-832-5328
7:30-5:50 Mon.-Frl. 754-4541
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