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School occupy a place of homor during com-

mencement exercises at M.H. Rourk Stadium Saturday. They are (from left) Class Secretary Lamar
Hardy, Treasurer Monekia Gause, Vice President Wayne Branch and President Daniel Martin.
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urday evening. Shown in the front row (from left) are graduating seniors Tina Bowden Tripp, Sha-
meka Hankins, Jennifer Smith, Melissa Robinson and junior marshal Marietta Heustess.

West Brunswick’s ‘94 Graduates March Into The Future

BY ERIC CARLSON

“We must not think of this as an
end, but as a beginning,” said West
Brunswick High School senior class
Treasurer Monckia Gause, setting
the tone for the school’s 1994 com-
mencement  exercises  Saturday
evening.

“This is the beginning
adulthood, the beginning of our fu-
tures,” she told the crowd of 186
graduaiing seniors and their families
who packed the bleachers at M.H
Rourk Stadium.

Rolled umbrellas were in abun-
dance as gray skies threatened to un-
load on the standing-room-only
crowd. But the rain held off, as fleet-
ing bands of sunlight occasionally
broke through the clouds to illumi-
nate a flower-decked stage where
senior class officers sat patiently be-
hind a table piled high with long-
awaited diplomas.

Larry Wayne Branch, the senior
class vice president, recalled for his
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classmates the initial fears they felt
on their first day of school. He re-
minded them of how their confi-
dence increased day after day; how
ecach one’s individuai personality
flourished as they advanced through
the grades to take their turn as
school leaders.

“Special times and special places,
special friends together; the mo-
ments pass so quickly, but the mem-
ories lact forever,” he said. reciting
the school motto to conclude his re-
flections.

In her brief address to the stu-
dents, class valedictorian Mary
Rachel Pearce exhorted fellow grad-
uates to have “pride in ourselves, in
our classmates and in our school,
pride in our achievements both aca-
demic and athletic.”

She urged students to accept
themselves and i0 recognize their
own unique abilities.

“That which we are, we are,”
Pearce said, quoting Alfred Lowd

Tennyson.

Expanding on the theme set by
Gause, senior class president Daniel
Martin remarked that graduation is
“a time for new beginnings, for new
friendships, for now hoiizons; a lime
to fly on our own with no one else to
guide us; a time to show America
what we are made of.”

Martin urged fellow seniors to
“believe in yourselves” and to set
goals for future accomplishments.

“As Zig Ziegler once asked: If
you don’t have a dream, how can
you make a dream come true?” Mar-
tin said. He reminded classmates
that graduation “is not a goodbye
but merely a farewell.”

Before passing out diplomas,
West Brunswick Principal Ed Le-
mon introduced special gucsts ai ithe
commencement ceremonies, includ-
ing PTA president Moses Stanley,
assistant superintendents William
Tumner and Oscar Blanks and Bruns-
wick Couniy Board of Education

member Polly Russ.

Finally the moment came. The
long procession of green-robed
graduates marched across the stage
to accept their reward for years of
hard work. Some waved the icather-
bound documents in the air to show
parents. Others flipped their tassels
from one side of their caps to the
other in the traditional acknowledge-
ment of graduation.

But there wasn't one who didn’t
waik down the wiih an cai-io-
ear smile that aimed to the
world, “I did it!”

As the seniors made their way
back to the bleachers and took their
scats, they heard Lemon introduce
them at last to the crowd as “the

tarboad caps high into the air, then
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the words were repeated by parents, - '

grandparents,  brothers,  sisters, Semior Class President Daniel Martin delivers the farewell address

aunts, uncles and friends. to gathered classmates and relatives during West Brunswick High
“We're so proud of you.” School’s graduation ceremony Saturday.
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hrysler, Plymouth and Jeep vehicles. Must

We service domestic cars and light trucks as well as most imports.

Your Chrysler Corporation vehicle m
Call our service
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department for verification.

FREE

52 POINT INSPECTION OF YOUR VEHICLE

Service Department Hours 7:30-5:00 Monday-Friday

Business 17 North of Wal-Mart and Across from-Joe's BBQ i Shattotte

754-2811 or 1-800-754-2811
Wouldn't you rather do business with a NABER?
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“Janes
S eaﬁood House

FAMILY DINING IN A FRIENDLY ATMOSPHERE

FREE TEA AND COFFEE TO SENIOR CITIZENS!

SPECIALIZING |

Calabash S tyle Seafood

Fried, Grilled, Broiled and Blackened Seafood
. Charbroilea Steaks * Fresh Shrimp Salad
Grilied Chicken Breast « Barbeque ¢ Sandwiches

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Hwy. 130, Holden Beach Road « Holden Beach

For Take-Out Orders Call 842-6802
4
Jarnes Seafood House
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