International Sundsy School Lesson
for May 3, 1954.

Memory Selection: “Beware lest
thou forget the Lord thy God, in not
keeping His commandments.” — Deu-
teronomy 8:11,

-

Lesson Text: 1 Kings 14:5-16.

As pointed out in our lesson for
last week, following the death of Solo-
mon, the twelve tribes of Israel' as-
sembled to crown Solomon’s son, Reho-
boam, king. Already there was much
dissatisfaction and discontent in the
kingdom because of the heavy burdens
which the extravagances of Solomon
had imposed on the people.

Because of the unwise choice of Re-
hoboamy, in accepting the advice of the
young men in his father’s kingdom,
ten of the twelve tribes chose Jere-
hoam, a member of the tribe of Eph-
raim, industrious and able, who had
been promoted by Solomon into a po-
gition of Neadership among the many
engaged in various public works. Thia
fulfilled the prophecy of Ahijah, as re-
lated in our lesson last week.

God had promised that if Jereboam
would hearken unto his commands and
walk in his ways and keep his statutes
as David had done, then the divine
presence would be assured to him to
preserve him and to establish his seed
in ruling the Northern Kingdom of
Tarael. Thus, it seems that God was
doing all that he could to call forth
the best in one of his servants, to in-
spire in him a sense of humility and
obligation, and to challenge to obedi-
ence and loyalty as the assurance of
God’s mercy and favor.

What a wonderful opportunity Jere-
boam had to go down into history as a
great king! But Jereboam squandered
his .opportunity and instead of being
remembered as one of Israel’s great
kings, he is known as the one “who
made Tarael to sin.” Instead of lead-
ing the Israelites to deeper loyalty
and love of God, he corrupted the wor-
ship of the people in three ways:

He set up golden calves at Dan and
Bethel, persuading the people to wor-
ship there instead of making the long
trip back to Jerusalem where they
would worship in Solomon’s Temple.
He made priests of those who were not
of the tribe of the Levi and establish-
ed the harvest feast at a time contrarv
to the instruetions of God through
Moses.

God was greatly displeased with
Jerehoam, We should notice that God
was not ~ondemning Jereboam of his
administrative failures as king. He
did much that was good for his peo-
ple. His great sin lay in the breaking
of the commandment of God against
jdolatry—“Thou hast gone and made
thee other gods.”

Jerusalem and its Temple were still
at the heart of the religions life of
the children of Israel and all good
Jews were still expected to go there
to worship. Jehoram was King of Ju-
dah, with his seat of government in
Jerusalem and Jerehoam feared his
competition. If the people of Israel
went at stated times to Jerusalem to
worship, he was afraid they might get
‘to like the king of Judah and go over
to him. So, in order to avoid this
competition, he set up two shrines of

his own at Dan and Bethel and per-
mitted idolatrous rites and worship
there. He also established new altars,
new feasts, unauthorized priests and
brazen worship of bull ealves.

God’s judgment on Jereboam is seen
first in the serious illness of his child.
Afraid to go to the prophet himself,
Jereboam sends his wife, dressed as a
peasant woman, to the prophet for
help. Ahijah, warned of God, recog-
nizes the queen and through her sends
a message of pending destruction of

. Jereboam’s kingdom.

The punishment came in the person
of Abijam, son of Jereboam, who in-
. vaded Jereboam's territory and inflict-
ed a stinging defeat on his armies.
Bethel, Jeshanah and Ephriam fell. It
was a fearful blow—fatal to Jereboam

and draining the life-blood of Israel.
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