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'Phere are strong indications thut [P

« 'the Russians have agreed to the
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Nevertheless, the Russiana have
made the very move that Preni-[
dent Eisenhower has called for on
several decasions in the past, and
therefore,
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had been menaced by the!ulyr-
‘dorle .

jana, Ahaz had
the Assyrian ling and

came slmost a vassal
Assyrian Empire, thug )
the age of only twenty-five, inher-

dted net only & thhmn, but all the

diffieult problems ' with |
trylng to protect & l‘l‘mmn
from the imparialistic phnl of lax-
ger and merd powerful sutyound-
ing countries.

" There-is a-strange paraliel in the

_position in wiieh Hewekiah, found |
Mmself and the position of some

of ‘the swmaller nations of the world
today. Expediency, rather tha

‘wisdom, dictated that Judsh enter

into "an alliance with & stronger
power to protect itself against the

L growing- encroachment ol ; neigh-
"horing power.

Although the.  prophet Tsaiah |
warned vmunly agiinst it Fere
kish joined in o’ rebellion sgaimst
the Assyrisn overlorddhip tn an #t-
tempt to throw off the annual tri-
bute.  Semmacherik i tely
sent his treops westward, sad af-
ter conquering Phoeneciam tewns,
invaded Judah and blockaded Jeru-
salem, but did not take it

- Besing suth & state of aéfairs as
probable, Hezekiah had prepared
for it by having a condeis for wa-
‘texy built, and plans made within the
city to withstand a fong seige. Ju-

-dah, however, saffered greatly as a

resylt of her alliance with Egypt
and Babylonia and Tsaioh was not
slow in reminding the Kisg snd his
people of their losses.

While Hezeltiah was certainly not
without fault in the matter, he has
been placed very high améng the
kings of Judsh after the fall of the
monarehy, Il Kings 18:5, declares
.of him, there, was “after him, nong
like hiny among the Kinffy of Ju-
por any that ;were before

In the first month of his reign,
he reversed the policy of his fath-
er Ahas and “opened the doors of
the houge of the Loxd”” To his
credit, he set out to restore the
Mosaie forms of worship, ‘removing [
every possible MWkenesi’ to God
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It'l a faeiming thing, that g!obe. Aa
. they twirl it, Ken and Johnnie speak of the

places they'd like to visit, the things they'd .

« like to do. All the wondeérs they've ever
heard of come to life for them, and it's as
if they could actually shut their eyes and
gee the Taj Mahal, in its Oriental splendor,
" gnd-the Tower of Pisa slmtmg across the

Itllhl sky.

¥ \ But it's a frightening thing too, that
globe, shadowed . by war and the theeat of
war, istolerance, superstition. Out of ifs
daimess, & single light burns brightly, the
light of FAITH . .. kindled across its face
\ by the Church. Ken and Johnme + <« and
all the other youngsters in their genera-
tiom .. . . need the guiding hand of the
Church if they are going to succeed in'mak-
ing that globe a better world in which to
‘ Live,
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from the places af pagafl worship. p

Even the hragen sarpent, which the
people Wad come to worship, ‘was
brokén to pieces. He sent letfers
of Invitablon to all the tribes, north
.and south, to attend the official
regtoration of the historie Ilturxy
of the Hebrews.

The boldness of hin refermation
was praetically nwflified by the
fact that the whole movement tend.
ed to make worship an gffair of
the state rather than an affair of
the heart. Ceremonial religion,
carried even to its hideons extreme
of human sacrifice, has never sav-
ed anyone, Zeal for God his rights
ousness, not zeal for ritual, will
give strength te meet the prablems
and perile of the day.

It is to Wezehiah's evedit that he
kept the prophet Isaiah close to
him as his counsellor, although he
did not always heed the warnings
of the man of Ged. Net dnly was
Isainh 3 mew whe od surreadyred
his life to God's call, he was a real
statesman, with the courage to
speak his convictions at all tiswes
_and in all places, beaving the'
of kings, prigees, prigats and fial
prophets, :
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