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Students sustain minor injuries in school bus accident

By JANE B. WILLIAMS
Several students from the New
Hope area sustained minor inju-
ries on Monday morning when
the school bus in which they were
traveling overturned on New

Hope Road approximately one-
mile off U.S. 17 By-pass.

Six students were transported
by the Perquimans County Res-
cue Squad to Albemarle Hospital
in Elizabeth City to be checked

for minor injuries following an
accident of unknown origins. The
students had sustained minor
bruises. No treatment was ad-
ministered to any of the students
according to Pat Harrell, Super-

intendant of Perquimans County
Schools.

Harrell said that a few other
students were taken over to the
hospital by their parents to be
checked later in the day when

Minor injuries were sustained by approximately six elemen-
tary grade students Monday morning when the bus they were
traveling in to school overturned on new Hope Road near U.S.

Condition of highways gauged as the
major concern of eastern residents

By JANE B. WILLIAMS

Perquimans County residents
had the opportunity Monday
morning to gain insight into the
Governor's office when Ed Swee-
ney, Director of the newly estab-
lished Eastern Office of the Gov-
ernor, came to Hertford to
receive input and dicuss matters
of local interest with citizens
from the county.

Sweeney was in Hertford upon
the invitation of the Perquimans
County Chamber of Commerce.
He works out of the regional of-
fice located in New Bern.

Upon his arrival Monday
morning Sweeney was met by a
delegation of local officials at the
Hertford Municipal Building who
immediately began fielding
questions regarding Governor

Youth sustains
minor injury
in accident

By JANE B. WILLIAMS
HERTFORD—A local youth

Jim Martin’s thoughts on high-
way improvements in northeast-
ern North Carolina. Sweeney told
the group that the Governor was
aware of the need for transporta-
tion improvements in the east,
but that increased funding would
be necessary to facilitate such
plans.

Following a morning session at
the county’s with lo-
cal residents, Sweeney again met
with local civic and political
leaders for an informal luncheon
meeting at Angler’s Cove Res-
taurant. Again the topic of trans-
portation was foremost on the
minds of area residents.

“The number one concern of
people in the east is roads,”
Sweeney said. He relayed that
the New Bern office was estab-
lished in November and since
that time roads have been the fo-
cal point of the most critique.

He added that the prison sys-
tem was the second major con-
cern of eastern N.C. residents.

When questioned about the pri-
mary road concern of eastern
N.C. residents, Sweeney said
that Interstate 40 was the most
discussed route; U.S. 17 was said
to be second on the list.

Hertford Mayor Bill Cox, a
member of the mglév‘:y“ih?
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17 By-pass. The cause of the accident has not yet been deter-
mined by Highway Patrol personnel. (Photo by Jane B. Wil-

liams)

““We share a representative
with six or seven other counties,”
Cox continued; ‘“‘while places
like Wake County have five rep-
resentatives.”

Cox went on to say that when
government talks eastern North
Carolina they’re including
Greenville and Pitt County,
“that’s not eastern North Caro-
lina. We need representation for
the northeastern sector of the
state.” .

House of Representatives can-
didate Shirley Perry said, “I
would like to see him (Governor
Martin) as committed during the
remainder of his term to High-
way 17 as he has been to [-40.”

The group agreed that If Gov-

ernor Martin actually traveled
the route in question he would be
more sympathetic to the trans-
portation problems incurred in
the east. Sweeney agreed with
that consensus and promised to
personally drive the Governor
down from the Wilson-Rocky
Mount area to Elizabeth City to
show him first hand the problems
with the roads. Sweeney said,
“The concerns are real, and
really need to be looked into.”
He suggested that residents of
the east join together to organize
and prioritize the needs. He fur-
ther suggested that the group
submit ideas for raising funds to
implement the needed highway
improvement projects.

they complained of aches and
pains.

Students taken for treatment
at the time of the accident were:

-Rosie Overton, age 11, of
Route 3, Hertford.

-Tray Wilson, age 8, of Route 3,
Hertford.

-Sandra Millwood, age 13, of
Route 3, Hertford.

-Elisha James, age 13, of Route
3, Hertford.

-Ivan Mallory, age 8, of Route
3, Hertford. °

-Lamont Walker, age 11, of
Route 3, Hertford.

Harrell stated early Tuesday
morning that he did not know
what had caused the accident. He
said that it appeared that the bus
had run off the road onto the
shoulder toward the ditch and
then flipped over across the high-
way. The bus was operated by
Kenny Nixon.

A Highway Patrol report on the
accident involving Bus 6 had not
been filed at press time; however
information received from
Trooper Billy Long and reported
in The Daily Advance on Tues-
day afternoon stated that Nixon
was charged with reckless driv-
ing on Tuesday. The accident
was being investigated by
Trooper Long of the N.C. High-

way Patrol. Long was not avail-
able for comment.

Harrell stated that Nixon had
not been suspended from his du-
ties as was reported earlier this
week. He stated that Nixon would
not be driving a bus until an ac-
count of the accident had been re-
ceived from Trooper Long. Ac-
tion will be taken after the report
is received.

Further information in the
Advance account of the accident
stated that the bus ran off the
right edge of the road, traveling
about 130-feet on the shoulder be-
fore veering into a shallow ditch.
The driver then tried to steer the
bus out of the ditch, and it
toppled over onto its right side,
coming to a rest on its side across
both lanes of the highway.

Harrell stated that he would
like to express his appreciation
for the fast action taken by the
Perquimans County Rescue
Squad, the Winfall Volunteer
Fire Department, the Hertford
Fire Department Special Rescue
Team, the Perquimans County
Sheriff's Department, the N.C.
Highway Patrol and the numer-
ous volunteers. ‘‘We're very
thankful that no youngster was
seriously injured in the acci-
dent,”” Harrell said.

Mayor announces
plans to develop
Community Watch
Program locally

By JANE B. WILLIAMS

HERTFORD—More than 25
concerned citizens from the
Brown's Acre community ap-
peared at last week’s meeting of
the Hertford Town Council to ex-
press their concerns about the re-
cent break-ins and purse snatch-
ings in the municipality. The
group questioned the council as
to what could be done about the
problem. They also requested in-
creased patrolling of the area by
the Police Department, and bet-
ter lighting in the area.

Hertford Mayor Bill Cox an-
nounced that he had already
taken steps to set up an organiza-
tional meeting of the Community
Crime Watch Program. The
meeting is set for Tuesday, April
1, at 7:00 p.m. at the Perquimans

County Courthouse. It will be led
by organizers of the Community
Watch Program from Raleigh.

Cox told the group that getting
the citizens involved was the only
way he knew of to curtail the inci-
dents. He encouraged those that
were present to attend and urged
them to bring the friends and
neighbors.

The meeting will be open to the
public.

The council assured the group
that they would check on the
lighting situation in the area, and
that there would be an increase
in the frequency of police patrol
in the area. They said that they
were well aware of the serious-
ness of the events that were hap-
pening.

Candidates give insight into issues

By JANE B. WILLIAMS

Editor’s Note: in this week’s
edition we begin an individual
look at the candidate’s seeking
public office in the upcoming
election. We open our series with
some of the candidates for the
First District House of Represen-
tatives who will vie for two avail-
able seats. One seat is currently
held by the Honorable Vernon G.
James (D), who is seeking re-
election. the other seat is held by
the Honorable Charles Evans
(D) who has decided not to seek
another term of office.

This week we will highlight

. statements from Democrats

James, Winnie Wood and Harry
B. Schiffman. Next week’s series

If you are elected, or re-

cation, including physical
plants; and including

£33

give effective representation
with priority for the people of the
First House District; to thor-
oughly research state issues
which most directly affect the
district; and to give an'applica-
tion of common sense and busi-
nesslike judgement to the factual
merits of each issue.

Do you have a plan of action to
carry out your goals?

JAMES—I would try to seek
re-allocation, through legislation
of funds now available for Social
Services and Health Depart-
ments by working with state and
local officials. We need to work
more closely with school boards
and educators on legisilation
needed for funding im-

provements to education. I want
to continue my work on all
phases of the problems facing ag-
riculture, and see funds gener-
ated from highways going into
the Highway Fund, not the gen-
eral fund. I also favor an in-
creased gas tax.

WOOD—The First District has
ample resources - educational fa-
cilities, prime farm and com-
mercial land, hard-working citi-
zens and magnificent scenery, to
name a few - to effect great
change in our own economy.

To bring needed job opportuni-
ties to the District, I would work
on ways to take advantage of the
tremendous asset we have in be-
ing located so close to a popula-

tion of 1,600,000 people, Tidewa-
ter, Va.

We have long provided this
area with a skilled work force.
We could easily provide them
with waterways and small towns
to explore and enjoy, sites for
new and expanded businesses,
and meat, fruits and vegetables
for their table.

SCHIFFMAN—The people of
the First District must come
first, over and above all personal
and political interest. By being
willing to listen and weigh merits
from all people in the District,
and taking prudent action with
good understanding of the over-
all effects, I believe our citizens
interests will best be served.




