
THE BETTER WE K N O W  US . . .
The Rev. Willie Flemon Mc­

Intosh Jr ., who has pursued a 
dual c a re e r  a s  teach«r and 
preacher, was announced as 
Morganton’s Man of the Year 
for 1975.

McIntosh, a resident of Bur­
ke county for 26 years, is the 
f irs t  black selected  for the 
honor since it was begun as an 
annual affair in 1948.

Assistant principal of F ree­
dom High School and minister 
of the Green Street Presbyter­
ian Church, M cIntosh has 
been active in a wide variety 
of community enterprises.

His selection as Man of the 
Year was announced a t last 
w eek’s luncheon m eeting  of 
the M organton R otary  Club 
which sponsors the program.

Club president, Dr. Philip T. 
Howerton, said a secret com­
mittee as usual make the se­
lection a f te r  considering a 
number of prospective recip­
ients.

The trophy emblematic of 
the Man of the Year title will 
be presented to McIntosh a a 
community-wide dinner, and a 
da te  for th a t event will be 
announced later, the president

said.
As soon as plans are com­

pleted for the Man of the Year 
banquet, tickets will be made 
ava ilab le  to the public. Dr. 
Howerton said.

The judging panel, Hower­
ton said, pointed out that the 
new Man of the Y ear has 
amassed an impressive rec­
ord of accom plishm ents in 
community and professional 
affairs and, in addition, he is 
credited with bringing stabil­
ity and understanding in the 
m atter of racial relations dur­
ing an  im portan t period of

adjustment.
McIntosh is assistant princi­

pal of Freedom High School 
and also an ordained minister, 
serving as pastor of Greene 
S tree t U nited P resb y te rian  
Church.

In the education field, he is 
chairman of the Burke County 
unit of PACE (Poirtical Ac­
tion Com m ittee on E d u c a ­
tion), a life m em ber of the 
National Education Associa- 
ion, and a m em ber of the 
North Carolina Association of 
Educators.

He is vice president of the

Burke County Ministers' Con­
ference, reporter for the Mor­
ganton M inisterial A ssocia­
tion and radio chairman for 
the Burke County Ministerial 
Association,He serves on the 
board of directors of the Burke 
County Council on Alcoholism, 
on the education committee of 
the Burke County Chamber of 
Commerce, is a member of 
the Burke County Chapter of 
the N ational A ssociation for 
the Advancement of Colored 
People, Omega Psi Phi frat­
ernity and a member of the 
Queen of the West Lodge No.

70, Free and Accepted Mas­
ons, and associate member of 
the Fraternal Order of Police.

A Johnson C. Smith Univers­
ity graduate, McIntosh is dir- 

.. has impressive record 
ec tor of the North Carolina 
chapter of the university’s al­
umni association and a mem­
ber of its executive commit­
tee. He also is a President of 
the Big Brothers Club. While 
at Johnson C. Smith, he was 
voted the m ost outstanding 
studen t in the g radua ting  
class and was editor of the 
yearbook, newspaper, home­
coming bulletin and freshman 
manual.
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“ L o s t - S t r a y e d - O r  S t o l e n  ”
E x t r a c t e d  F r o m

T H E  N E G R O  A L M A N A C  
by F a y  A s h e

The 1976 Editions of THE TRIBUNAL AID 
will be dedicated to America’s bicentennial 

Celebration, with emphasis on contributions 
our Race has made in the making of America, 

from birth to the presen':. ■
In 1976 there should not be a need to lift 

these contributions from isolated sources. Our

past should be interwoven into the fabric of 
our civilization, because we are, except for the 
Indian, America’s oldest ethnic minority.

We have helped make America what It was, 
and what it is, since the founding of Virginia. 
We have been a factor in many major issues in 

our history. There have been many misdeeds 

Fay A she , Black

against us, yet we have been able to live 
through them and fight back. This Is living 
proof of our history.

Our role in the making of America is neither 
well known or correctly imown. Many positive^ 
contributions have escaped historians and 

have not found their way into the pages of 

History Editor

many history books. |
We will strive to give readers. Black u id  

white, many little-known facts about our put 
and it is hoped that a proper perspective of our 
history will be of value to persons who may 
believe that as Black People we have an 
unworthy past; and hence, no strong claims to 
all rights of other Americans.

T H E  B L A C K  F A M I L Y

Mttoiy in the Westotn 19£iirf«|»liere ate»t 
probably begin* wHh the discovery of the New WoM 
by Christopher Coimnbos in 1942. Blacks are known, to 
have participated meaningfnlly in a. niunber of later 
ezploratians made by Enropeans in various parts of the 
United States and Spanish America. Facts snch a* 
these at once fashion a new dimension for Black history 
within the mainstream of American histoiy. Ihasmach 
as one of the primary purposes of this feature Is to 
record some historical achievements of the Black, It 
becomes most important to offer the reader 
chronological accounts through which he can 
conveniently familiarize himself with the broad sweep 
of American Black history. The years covered her«t a n  
1492-1954.

1798: W A SHIN G TON , DC

Secretary  of  the Navy 
Stoddert  forbids (he d e ­
ployment of Black sailors 
on men-of-war,  thus  dis­

rup ting a non-racial  enl ist ­
ment policy which has been  

opera tive for many years.  
Nevertheless ,  a few Blacks 
slip past the ban,  inchiding 
Will iam Brown, a “ powder  

m o nk e y"  on the "C on s te l l ­

a t io n"  and George Diggs, a 
q u a r t e r m a s t e r  o f  th e  

schooner " E x p e r im e n t " .

1799: M OU N T VERNON, 
VIRGINIA

Georg e  Wash ing to n ,  first 
p res ident of the United 
Sta tes,  declares:  " . . . i t  is 
my will and des ire  that  all 

the slaves which 1 hold in 
my own right,  shall receive 
their  f r e e d o m .”

1800: RICH M O N D, 
VIRGINIA

B e t r a y a l  o f  G a b r i e l  
P r o s s e r ’s p l a n  to l e ad  

th ousands  of slaves in an 
attack on Richmond. G ab ­
riel an d  15 of his followers 
are la ter  hanged .

1800 : S O U T H A M P T O N , 

VIRGINIA

hallucinations and other  
psychic di s tu rbances  which 

cont ributed  to his concep ­
t ion  o f  h i m s e l f  as  a 
Moses-l ike figure leading 
his people  from bondage.  
Tu rne r  and seven othe rs  

launch a spec tacu la r orgy of 
bloodlett ing in the sum m e r  

of 1831, killing more  than 
50 whi les and spr eading  
t e r r o r  t h r o u g h o u t  th e  
count ry.  After hiding for 

several  weeks.  Tu rne r  is 
traced  down, tried and 
hanged  in . lerusalcm.

All  The P r e t t y  L i t t l e  H o r s e s
Hushaby , Don't  you cry.
Go to sleepy, little baby.

W hen  you wake,  you shall 
Have cake,  and all the 

Pretty little horses.
Blacks and Bays,  dapples  

And grays ,  coach and six-a 
Little horses.

Way down yonder in the meadow.

T h e re 's  a poor little lambie;
The be es  and butterf l ies  

Pickin'  out his eyes.
Poor little thing cries 

" M a m m y " ,
Hushaby , don ' t  you cry.

Go to sleepy, li ttle baby.

This is an au th en tic  slave 

lullaby; it reveals  th e  b itte r  
fee lings of black m others  
w ho had  to w atch the ir  
w hite ch a rg es  while n e ­
glec ting  th e ir  own children .

The family was  the bas is  With ei lh er  group, those 

of social organizat ion in per sons  forming the family 
early Africa. The  eldest  compr ised  all living des- 
niale was  usually the hea d  c e n d e n t s  o f  th e  s a m e  
of the family,  but the re was  ancestor,  
the widespread  practice of The African wife was not 

tracing relationships  considered a m e m b er  of her
through  the m other  instead h u s b a n d ' s  family.  After 
of the father .  In ar eas  marr iage she cont inued to 
where  this was  practiced be a part  of he r  own familv.  
t h e  c h i l d r e n  b e l o n g e d  

solely to the family of the 
mother.  In tr ibes which 
did not follow this practice, 

ihe Chief  was  the father.

P a r t
and  her  family cont inued to 
manifes t  a real interest  in 
he r welfare,  the refore the 

hu s band  was  expe cted  to 

pay  an  i n d e m n i t y ,  a 
compensat ion  for taking a 

way a m e m b e r  of the family 
and a gu a ra n tee  for good 
ir ealm en t.  The indemnity  

was not a purchase  price,  
as might be expec ted ,  the 
woman did not legally 
be long to her  husband ,  but 
to her  own family.

Polygamy was permitt ed ,  
but not prac ticed  un iversa l ­

ly. In marr iage,  the chief of 
the family would defray the 

ex p ense  involved in the 
first m arr ia ge  of a male 
m e m b er  of the family,  but 

for the second wife the 
husband  had  to meet the

One
expense .  Religion played 
an  i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  in 
de te rm in in g  the n u m be r  of 
wives a man  could have. 
Native religion did not limit 
Ihe  n u m b e r  o f  w iv es ,  
M o s l e m s  f o r b a d e  m o r e  
l h a n  f o u r  w iv e s ,  a n d  
Chris t ians insisted on one 
wife. The clan or en la rged  
family was  composed of 
families which claimed a 
common ances tor .  It is 
difficult to es tabli sh  upon a 
factual bas is  any conne c­
tion b e tw een  the deve lop­
ment of the Black family in 

the United  States and the 
African family system.

Slavery gav e ideals far  
supe rio r to those  of Africa; 
b u t  s l a v e r y  w a s  not  
des ig ned  to teach morals.  
S la ve  t r a d e  a n d  s la v e  

b ree d in g  were  essential ly 
economic and not h u m a n i ­
tarian activities.  In the sale 

of slaves,  the re  was  the 
per s is ten t  practice of divid­
ing  f a m i l i e s .  H u s b a n d s  
were s epara ted  from their  

wives, and mother s  were 
sepa ra t ed  from the ir  child­
ren .  The re  was  however,  at

r -  ,

t imes some  respect m an i­
fested for the slave family,  
but it was  not always good 

bus in es s  to keep families 
toge ther.  As a justif ication 
fo r  t h e  s e p a r a t i o n  of 
families,  it was  argued  that 
Ihe  f a m i ly  t i c s  a m o n g  
slaves were  e ither  e x t rem e ­
ly loose or non-existent  and  
that  slaves were the refore 
indifferent to separa tion .

The slave family ex pe r ­

ienced grea t  difficulty in 
ma in ta in ing i tself on a 
stable bas is in a system 
w here  little opportuni ty for 
expression was  possible. 

Slave owners  seldom r e ­
cognized the slave family as 
an insti tution worthy of 
res pec t ,  an d  many forces 
worked to des troy the slave 
f a m i ly .  C o u r t s h i p  an d  
normal relat ionships  p re ­
l iminary to marr iage sel ­
dom existed.  The re  was  no 
effort to establi sh  the slave 
family on a stab le  basis 
unless  the ow ner  man if es t ­
ed some real interest  in the 
religious and  moral  d ev e ­

lopm ent  of his slaves.
Slave owners  d iscourag ­

ed slaves from mar ry ing  
persons  on o ther  p la n ta ­
tions,  because  th ese  unions 
could involve one or the 

o the r of the slaves being  
a w a y  f rom  h is  ow n 
plantation at various l imes.  

This they felt would reduce  
the efficiency of the slave 
worker.  Slaves were e n ­
couraged  to ma rry  on the 

plantation; but,  if this was 
not p o s s i b l e ,  m a s t e r s  
sought ei ther to purchase  

the s pouse  of his slave or to 
sell to the ow ner  of the 
spouse .

The perm anency  of a 
slave marr iage depended  
on Ihe extent to which the 

couple had  an opportunity 
to work and live together,  
so that  th rough common 
expe rience  they  could be 
d r a w n  c l o s e r  t o g e t h e r .  

There were some stable 
slave families,  especially 

where  the re were children 
to s tr eng th en  the bond,  an d  
w h e r e  t h e y  w e r e  no t 
divided th rough  sale.  The  
economic in te res ts  of  the

iHistorical Landmark^t  
1 Of  Black A m e r ic a

E x t r a c t e d  F r o m
T H E  N E G R O  A L M A N A C  

by F a y  A s h e

Birth of Nat Tu rne r ,  a 
bri l liant  and moody slave,  
al legedly subject  to visions,

tilHLlOURAPUY 
Drotning, Phillip T. A 

Guide to Negro History hi 
America New York: D ou­

b leday and  C om pany, 1968 K jis e r ,  E rn est Ihe Negro 
Katz, William Loren Alamanac New York: Bel 

Eyewitness: The Negro fai lue th er  Company

No more substantial testimony to the role of the Black 
in the growth and development of America can be 
found than the numerous historical buidmarU In 
various regions of the countiy which are associated with 
Black Americana. Many o f these—lllie the Alamo and 
Bunker Hill-are not conventionally known as sites 
Involving chapters of Negro history.

CALIFORNIA, BEVERLY s ta rs  have b een  des igned 

HILLS “ Beverly-W ilshire ^.v W'll iari is , the Spingarn  

H o te l”
Black architect Paul R.

W i l l i a m s  d e s i g n e d  th i s  
plush hotel , one of the most 
el egan t in the area.  Many 
stunn in g  pr ivate res id en ­

cies of fam ous  Hollywood

medalist  for 1953.

CALIFORNIA, DOW NIE- 

VILLE
“ The P io n ee r M u se u m ”

Site of an 1849 gold str ike 
involving a Scotch im mi­
g ran t,  Will iam Downie.  and 

10 Blacks. O ne of the Black 
adve n tu re r s  was  Waller  
Jackson,  an Ea s t e rn e r  who 
j o u r n e y e d  “ r o u n d  th e  

H o r n "  in 1849, an d  found 
his for tune  with the rest  of 
the prospec ting  party.
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America New York: P itt­
m an Publish ing  C orpora­
tion 1967 
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