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School Desegregation 

In Retrospect

B l a c k s ’ D e s t i n y  I n  Ow n  H a n d s

By G erald  0 .  Johnson 
P ost Staff W riter 

In a recen t P re ss  n e ie a se  by 
the Southern Regional Council 
S tatistics w ere used to refute  
th e  W idely  h e ld  b e lie f  th a t  
desegregation is a failure.

The rep o r t  entitled, "School 
Desegregation: A report ca rd  
from  the South, ” exam ines in 
d e ta i l  th e  sch o o l d e s e g r e g a 

tion experience in five south
e rn  cities and  looks briefly a t  
w hat has  happened in six  o- 
thers. Mr. John E gerton  was 
th e  p r in c ip a l  a u th o r  of th e  
report.

The school system s exanu.i- 
ed in detail were the Char- 
lotte-M ecklenburg County, 
North C aro lina ; W illiamsburg 
County, South Carolina; Clark

C oun ty  (A th e n s ) ,  G e o rg ia ;  
Little Rock, A rkansas; Hills
borough County (Tam pa),flo- 
rep o r te rs  in Anniston, Alaba- 

The b rief reports  cam e irom  
rep o r te rs  in Anniston, alaba- 
m a ; Austin, T exas; Bogalusa, 
Louisiana; Nashville (David
son County), T ennessee; Nor
folk, Virginia; and  M eridan, 
Mississippi.

Tne report em phasizes that 
the South still has problem s 
re la ted  to school deseg reg a 
t io n , b u t  it  h a s  m a d e  v a s t  
p ro g re s s .  M o re o v e r ,  s in c e  
h e a v y  o p p o s it io n  h a s  r is e n  
ag a inst the im plem entation  of 
schoo l d e s e g r e g a t io n  in th e  
North, the South’s p rogress is 
threatened.

Included in the rep o r t  a re  
prelim inary  resu lts  ol opinion 
surveys conducted by the In 
s titu te  F o r  Social R esearch  a t 
F lorida S tate  University  and 
the Southern Regional Coun
cil.

T h e  s u rv e y  w as  to d e t e r 
m in e  sch o o l p r in c ip a l s  an d  
s u p e r in te n d e n ts  o p in io n s  on 
how desegregation  has  work
ed in their  districts.

Following a re  som e of the 
resu lts  of the survey.

When asked  “ How, if a t  all, 
desegregation  had  in te rrup ted  
the educational p rocess?” the 
officials a n s w e r ^ : (1) Super
intendents ; 36 percen t sa id  no 
in terruptions, 54 p ercen t said 
m inim um  in terruptions, and  
10 percen t sa id  very  d isrup 
tive. (2 ) ' P rinc ipa ls ; 30 p e r 
cen t sa id  no in terruptions, 61 
percent sa id  m inim um  in te r 

ruptions, and  9 percen t sa id  
very  disruptive.

When asked  “ Had d esegre 
gation affected  white enroll
m en t” the officials answ ered: 
(1) Superin tendents; 22 p e r 
cent sa id  la rg e  num bers  had 
left the school ^ s t e m ,  74 p e r 
cent sa id  there  was no notice-

sam e, and  10 percent sa id  it 
was worse, since desegrega 
tion. (2) P rinc ipa ls ; 42 per
c e n t  s a id  it w as  b e t t e r  34 
percen t sa id  it was the same, 
an d  24 p e rc e n t  s a id  i t  w as 
worse since desegregation.

Finally , when asked  about 
the long term  effects of school 
desegregation in the com m u
nities served  by the schools, 
th e  o f fic ia ls  a n s w e r e d :  ( l)  
Superin tenden ts ; 45 percent 
s a id  it h a d  h a d  a p o s it iv e  
effect, 45 percen t sa id  it had 
had no effect e ith e r  way and  10 
p e rc e n t  s a id  i t  h a d  h a d  a 
n e g a tiv e  e ffe c t.  (2) P r in c i 
pals; 46 percen t sa id  it had 
had a positive effect, 44 per
cent said it had  had  no effect 
e i th e r  w ay , a n d  10 p e rc e n t  
s a id  i t  h a d  h a d  a n e g a tiv e  
effect.

S im ilar a tti tudes  w ere con
cluded from  a  s im ila r  survey  

adm in iste red  to m ore  than  500 
individuals in the region in
c lu d in g  te a c h e r s ,  s tu d e n ts ,  
and elected officials.

An in teresting  p a rt  of this 
survey  revea led  th a t 73 p e r 
cent of those surveyed  felt that 
b u s in g  h a d  b e e n  a  p o s it iv e  
experience and  only 19 p e r 
cent felt it to be a negative  
experience.

In the report, Mr. Egerton , 
in refe rring  to the Charlotte- 
M ecklenburg School System , 
w r i t e s , “ A f te r  y e a r s  of t u r 
moil, Charlo tte  today seem s to 
be ‘At leas t resigned  to and  a t 
m ost com fortab le  with a s ta te  
of a ffa irs  th a t  few cities have 
fully experienced: ST A B IL
IT Y , P R O G R E S S , BU SIN G , 
AND RACIAL BALANCE IN 
THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS*."

Well, a s  I see it the rep o r t  is 
a  c le a r  indication th a t by all 
people working together for a 
comm on goal school d esegre 
gation can  and does work. Of 
course  there  will be problem s 
but cu rren tly  anti-bussing foes 
a re  blowing the p roblem s out 
of proportion.

P o l i t ic ia n s  a r e  u s in g  th is  
issue a s  a cam paign  item  ca u 

s in g  a n o th e r  c o n fl ic t .  I t  is 
ironic th a t in a world w here 
th e  only  th in g  c o n s ta n t  is 
change people constan tly  re 
sist change. E ven when the 
change could be for the better.

T here  is no fea r  in m y m ind 
th a t  th e  a n t i -d e s e g re g a t io n  
m ovem ent will ge t enough m o
m e n tu m  to o v e r tu r n  th e  a- 
c h ie v e m e n ts  m a d e  by th o se  
c o m m u n it ie s  w o rk in g  d i l i 
gently to do w hat is righ t for 
all people.

BLACK AMERICA
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ROY HflLHIHS

ro BE EQUAL

by Vernon E. Jordan, Jr.

Executive Director o f the National Urban League

Coining New Racial 

Code Words

T here is d isgust in m y hea rt,  
h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  th e  fo rc e s  of

, , j  anti-desegregation  will delay
able  difference, and  4 percen t s tr ides  of p rogress th a t could
sa id  it resu lted  in white flight, a lread y  taking place.
(2) P rin c ip a ls ; 13 percen t sa id
desegregation  brought with- I do feei to rtuna te , though, 
d raw als  of la rg e  n um bers  of t h a t  I h a p p e n  to liv e  in  a 
whites 82 p ercen t sa id  there  r a t h e r  p r o g re s s iv e  C ity .. .  
was no noticeable d ifference Charlotte.

and  5 pe rcen t sa id  it resu lted  
in white flight.

When asked "How has the 
quality  of education tieen a f 
f e c te d  by sch o o l d e s e g r e g a 
tion” the officials answ ered: 
(1) Superin tendents; 54 p e r 
cent sa id  the quality  is better, 
36 p e rc e n t  s a id  i t  w as  th e r

T en  y e a r s  ag o  th e  n a tio n  
tu rned  aga inst the South’s seg 
r e g a t io n  p o lic ies  a n d  fo rc e d  
th em  to be  w h e re  th ey  a r e  
today. It is now tim e for the 
South to turn  aga inst the n a 
tion’s seg regation  policies in 
h o p es  of fo rc in g  th em  in to  
r e a l iz a t io n  of w h e re  they  
could be tomorrow.

ALTHOUGH THE EDITORIALS W R r iT E N ^  
THIS NEWSPAPER ARE NOT INTENDED TO 
THE ONLY ANSWERS TO THE PROBLEMS 
AND CONDITIONS EXPRESSED, SOME PER
SONS MAY STILL DISAGREE WITH THESE 
THOUGHTS, BECAUSE OF THIS, THE NEWS
PAPER EXTENDS AN INVITATION TO ANY 
RESPONSIBLE PERSON WHO WISHES TO 
REFUTE THESE EXPRESSIONS TO DO SO, 
AND FREE AND EQUAL SPACE WILL BE PRO
VIDED.
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J im m y C ar te r ’s rem arks  about “ ethnic 
pu rity ”  have d is tu rbed  a lot of people, 
including myself,  bu t  the  rush  of 

poli ticians to denounce  the ph rase  i sn ’t 
very encourag ing  since the ir  basic 
positions on in tegra ted  housing  are pretty  
much the sam e as C a r te r ’s.

S enator H enry  Jackson leaped on the 
C arter  s ta tem e n t with a s trong one of his 
own, bu t he is the  sam e candidate  who 
threw a cloud over his his toric support for 
civil rights  m easu res  by making bus ing  a 
cam paign  issue.

And R epresen ta t ive  U dall’s cri ticism of 
the C arte r  s ta tem e n t d id n ’t include a 
positive s tance on w hat s tra teg ies  to take 
to gran t  blacks and o ther  minorities equal 
opportuni ties  in housing.

Finally, P res iden t Ford told a p ress  
conference he d id n ’t like the  te rm 
" e th n ic  p u r i ty "  and  then  proceeded  to 
laud A m erica 's  "e th n ic  h e r i ta g e ,”  saying 
that it is " a  g rea t tre a su re  of this country 
and I d on ' t  think tha t federa l action 
should be  u sed  to destroy  tha t ethnic 
t r e a s u re .”

So w hat else is new? The result  of this 
flap over w ords  is tha t no one has  really 
com m itted  h im se lf  to in teg ra ted  housing 

and everyone has  discovered a new racial 
code word.

P o l i t i c i a n s  c a n  now ta lk  a b o u t  

preserv ing  e thnic h e r i tage  and voters will 
know tha t this is a veiled promise to keep 

neighborhoods white . I t 's  a new addition 
to  t h e  v o c a b u la r y  th a t  p r o d u c e d  
" n e ig h bo rh o od  schools”  and  " law  and 

o r d e r ,"  te rm s  tha t w ere  unmistakably  

unders tood  as  m e ssag e s  aga ins t school 
d eseg rega tio n  and  as a prom ise  to " g e t  
t o u g h "  with minorities.

J im m y  C arter  apologized handsom ely  
for w hat he w an ts  unders tood  as a slip of 
th e  to n g u e .  E v e n  in h is  o r ig in a l  
s ta tem e n t tha t got him into trouble he 
p rom ised  federa l backing for black 
families to live anyw here  they wished, 
and  P res id en t  Ford rep e a ted  his in tention 
to honor open-housing  laws.

So the re  n ever  was an issue in the  first 
place. C arte r  m ade a serious m istake in 
in jecting this phony issue bu t  h e ’s been  
a t tacked  for the  words he u sed  and  not for 
m aking  an issue out of whole cloth.

By prom ising  h e ’d neve r  use  federa l 
pow er to b reak  up ethnic  enclaves  or to 
construct h igh-rise  public housing  in 
w ealthy su b u rb s  C arter  m erely  rep e a ted  
the  obvious. The point is tha t ne i ther  
policy w as ever considered  by the  

g overnm ent,  nor do blacks favor such 
policies.

If people w an t to  live with people  of 
the ir  own background  in a specific 
ne ighborhood they  can and  should do so, 
so long as they d o n ’t infringe upon the  
consti tutional r ights  of o thers.

And h igh-rise public housing  is a dead  
horse, no one has p roposed  build ing  a 
Pru itt - lgoe in the  su b u rbs .  The real 
issues  is w he th e r  blacks will be  e n su red  
the right to move anyw here  they wish, 
and  w h e th e r  sca t tered  site housing  -  not 

h igh-rises  -  will be p erm itted  in all-white 
u p p er  income neighborhoods.

Since the  al te rna tive  is to lock black 
and poor people into inner  city ghet tos  
and  inferior housing  rem oved from new 
job opportuni tie s  in the  su b u rbs ,  it would 

b e  m o r e  c o m f o r t i n g  if  c a n d i d a t e s  
ad d re ssed  tha t im portant issue ins tead  of 
g e t ting  involved in sem antics.

I n s t e a d  o t  w o r r y in g  a b o u t  th e  

non-existen t th re a t  to e thnic enclaves, 
the cand idates  might do som e worrying 
about the  exclusion of black people from 
decent housing  and  by our slide into an 

ap a r th e id  socie ty in which races  and  
c lasses  are  kep t rigidly apart.

Those sam e ethnic  g roups  who might 
take comfort from politic ians’ support  for 
the ir  e thnic  solidarity ou gh t also begin  to 
worry abou t this new-found respec t  for 
ethnic ity . Term s  like "rac ia l  pu r i ty ”  and 

al ien g ro u p s ”  w ere  once u sed  aga inst  
those s am e e thnic g roups  w hen they 
cam e to this country, and  affirming 
ethnicity  as a national t re asu re  m ay be 
good for ethnic  pr ide  bu t  it says nothing 
about he lp ing  those  ethnic  g roups  to 
break  out of th e  class b a rr ie rs  tha t  keep  
them  deprived  too.

Now tha t the  d us t has  se tt led ,  the  
apologies m ade ,  and  th e  press  re leaves  
pub lished , w hat w e ’re left with is a phony 
issue and  new racial code word. Somehow 
1 think all th e  ca nd idates  owe us more 
than  th a t  in this Bicentennial year.

D e p a r t m e n t  Of Publ i c  I n s t r u c t i o n

Why 6o Matric?

Why, suddenly , after  all these years 

should the  United States scrap a perfectly 
good system  of m easu rem en t to convert 
to metrics? The English system has 
served  us well for 200 years! Why change 
to a new system  now?

For one th ing, the metric system is 
s im pler than the English system of 
m e asu rem en t ,  according to Robert R. 
Jon es ,  director of the D epartm ent of 

Public Ins truct ion’s Division of M athe 
matics. Crea ted  in ^791 about the time 
our decimal system  of money came into 
being , the  metric system has the same 
s truc tu re  as the  decimal system with its 
place value based  on ten. Hence, noted 
Jon es ,  teaching  metrics will reinforce the 
work we a lready do with num bers  and 
money.

The simplicity of the  system offers 
an o ther  advan tage ,  said  Jones ,  in that 

ca lculations are ea s ie r  to make in metrics 
because  decimals are  easier  to work with 
than  the  complicated fractions we come 
up with in the  English system. The 

system  will simplify the teaching of 

m e asu rem en t in mathem atics  by delaying 
th e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  f r a c t io n s  and  
requ ir ing  few er  units  of m easurem ent to 
learn, he  added.

A m ajor reason for the  changeover, 
according to  Jo nes ,  is tha t metric 
m e asu rem en t is a worldwide standard  
use  in in ternational trade. Over 99% of 

the world population lives in countries 
ei ther  us ing  th e  metric system or in the 
process of  convertiing to it. United States 

industr ies  have spen t  billions of “ ex t ra” 
money in pas t years  to  m anufacture both 
metric prqductg.^.for export to these

countries and English products  to be  sold 
in the United States. By 1978, Jones 
pointed out, no country will be  able to 

tr a d e  n o n - m e t r ic  p r o d u c t s  on the 
European Common M arket.

With the signing of th e  Metric 
Conversion Act in D ecem b er  of  1975, the 

United States made a com m itm ent to the 

changeover. The Act e s tab lished  a 
17-member Metr ic Board to coordinate 

voluntary conversion to the  metric 
system. In North Carolina, the  State 
Board of Education has  ado p ted  a 
resolution calling for conversion to 

metrics in the public schools  by 1981.

Business and industry have already led 
the way, said Jones. M edic ine, chemical, 
photography, science, food packaging 

and some automobile indus tr ies  have 

converted to metrics. The  ap p e aran ce  of 
road signs with metric d is tances  and 
speed limits is an indication of the 

increasing visibility of the m etric  system. 
Many food package labels  now carry 
metric information.

“ We have obviously already beg un  to 
use the metric sy s te m ,”  J o n es  noted. 
" T h i s  s h o u ld  h e lp  u s  m a k e  the  

changeover in schools, reinforce our 

knowledge of num bers  and  money, assist 

us in getting our share  of in ternational 
irade, and economize by p roducing  fewer 
sizes of products.”

NOTE: For more in form ation on 

c o n v e rs io n  to  th e  m e t r i c  s y s t e m  
of m easurem ent, contact Robert  R. 
Jones, Metric Information C en ter ,  (919) 
829-3602.

m e  BETTER WE K N O W  US
Continued &om Page 1

Com m erce; received  Key to the City of 
Chattanooga , Tenn .,  and  a Certificate, 
proclaim ing him as “ A m bassador  of 
Good W ill” ; received  from M ayor Bates 
of Columbia, S.C.; cha r te r  m em ber of the 
A m e r i c a n  A c a d e m y  of  A c tu a r e i s ;  
H onorary  M em b e r  Iota Sigma Nu Honor 
Society of New York University: m em ber 
Governor’s Advisory Council, North 
Carolina Technical Services; m em ber 
Advisory Council of  th e  U.S. P res id en t’s 
Youth O pportunity  Cam paign; elected to 
Board  of  Directors, D urham  C ham ber  of 

C o m m e r c e ;  m e m b e r  of  T r u s t e e s ,  
National Conference of Christians and 
Jew s; m e m b er  of E ight-m an trade 
M ission, sponsored  by the  United States 

D ep a r tm en t  of Com m erce  to Central 
A m erican  an d  the  Republic of Panam a; 
m e m b er .  U nited  S tates  Trade and 
Inv es tm en t  Missi Mission to the  African 
C ountries  to  G hana,  Zambia , and  the 
u n iqueSesqu icen tenn ia l Award, in Com
m em orat ion  of the  150th Anniversary, 
U n iv e r s i t y  o f  M ic h ig a n ;  F r e d e r i c k  

D o u g la s s  S e s q u i c e n t e n n i a l  L e c tu r e r ,  
University  of Rochester, N.Y.; chairman 
of Board of T ru s tees ,  H oward  University; 
par t ic ip a ted  in th e  53rd Annual M eeting  
of th e  U nited  S tates  Cham ber  of 
Com m erce , W ash ing ton , D .C., as a 
m e m b e r  of a  th re e -m an  pane l to discuss 
the  economic moral and  spir itual values 
involved in th e  provis ion of equal
opportuni ty , a t  an “ Equal Opportunity  

Lunch eon ” ; m em ber.  Board of Directors, 
NAACP Legal D efense  Fund, Inc.: 

appo in ted  by form er U.S. P res ident 
Lyndon J o hn son  to  a n ine -m em ber Board 
of th e  W ash in g to n  Technical,  Institute ; 
elected. Director of Boys’ Clubs 'of
A m e r i c a :  c o n s u l t a n t  to  t h e  F o rd  
Foundation  and  the  G eneral Electric 
Company; toured  th e  Republic of W est 
G erm any; as a gu es t  of th e  G erm an 

G overnm ent to observe  the  progress  
m ad e  in 20 years  with help u n d er  the
M a r s h a l l  P la n ;  a p p o i n t e d  to  th e
In ternational Board  of  Directors of the 
Insurance  Hall of Fam e; rec ipient of the 
D urham  C ham ber  of C om m erce Civic 
Award  - th e  first an d  only N egro to be  so 

honored; rec ip ient of “ D istinguished  
Cit izen’s A w a rd ," — from the  North 
Carolina P rince Hall G rand Lodge free 
an d  Accepted  M asons; m em b er.  Board of 
Com m issioners , D u rh am  County; listed 
in “ 100 years  - 100 M e n ”  (1871-1971), by

Edwards and Broughton, as one of those
who had  done the  m ost for th e  S tate  of 

North Carolina in the  pa s t  100 y e a r s .”

And there are scores of o th e r  HONORS 
and affiliations of equal dis tinction;

Among this scholarly publications, 
articles and public ad d re sses  are: “ Negro 
Insurance in the  United S ta te s” ; “ The 
Impact of the Changing  W orld  on 

Women s Organizations - Economically” , 
w h ich  w as  p r in t e d  in  t h e  U .S. 

Congressional Record: “ Discrim ination 
and the Negro in the United S ta te s” ;

Moral and Spiritual Values: A m erica ’s 
G reatest N eed” - all of which have  been  
widely distr ibuted.

Dr. Spaulding is listed in: The
Cyclopedia of Insurance in th e  United 
States; W h o ’s Who in Insurance; W h o ’s 
Who in Commerce and Industry ; W h o ’s 
Who m the South and Southeast : W h o ’s 

Who in America; and  the  International 

Yearbook and S ta tesm en ’s W h o ’s Who.

He is married to the  fo rm er M iss  Elna 

Bridgeforth of A thens , A labam a; and 
the re are four children: Asa, J r . ,  Patricia 
rtnn, Aaron, Lowery, and  K enne th  
Bridgeforth.

A dedicated churchm an. Dr. Spaulding 
IS a m em ber of D u rh am ’s W hite  Rock 
Baptist, where he is a devo ted  te ach e r  of 
the  Jam e s  Shepard  Bible Class.

Currently , this d is tingu ished  A merican 
- in addition to his varied o ther  business ,  
civic, educational,  and  governm enta l 
leadership roles - on both  th e  s ta te  and 

"ational levels - is p res iden t  of the  ASA 

T. SPAULDING CONSULTING AND 
ADVISORY SERVICES, with h e a d q u a r t 
ers at 104 W est Parrish  S tree t,  D urham .

Most recently he  was asked  to  serve  as 
a personal rep resen ta tive  of  th e  P res iden t 
of the  United States and  h ea d  of th e  U.S. 
d e l e g a t io n  to  t h e  i n a u g u r a t i o n  of 

P res ide iA  William R. Tolbert,  J r . ,  and 
Vice PresWent J am e s  C. G reen e  of the 
Republic df Liberia, W e st  Africa.

W hen  one thinics of recognition, one 
sh o u ld  b e  a c q u a i n t e d  w i th  M r. 
Spaulding, for the  b e t te r  w e know him, 
t h e  BETTER W E  K NO W  US.


